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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

NIAGARA. .
Arise ! thou slugy rd : thy desth is near!

On one of the mightiest ot those mighty streame which
flow across America, and with which our largest rivers are
in camngarison but little brooks. is the noblest fall of water
knowan in the world. The width of tha river, and the enor-
mous volume of water which comes toaring and splashing
down an unb:oken height of 100 feet, make it impossinle for
aay boat to shaat thie fall without bewe torn to atoms in the
«¢ hell of waters® below, nor 1s ever any vestize found of the
vessel which has once plunged into the uniathomed and un-
fathomable guif,

Above this frightful scene, two or three miles up the
stream, an indian canoe was one day observed floating quietly
along, with its paddle vpon its side. At first it was supposed
to be empty:no one ecould imagine that a man would ex-
pose himself to such well known and imminent danger. But
a wrn in the current soon gave the travellers a sight of an
Indian, lying idly asleep at the botium. They were shocked.
They called aloud, bat he did not hear: they shouted in an
agony of pity and alarm, but he was deaf (o their saving cry.
It chanced that the current, which was now hurrying alons
with increased speed as it peared the fatal precipice, drove
the little boat against a point of rock with such violence, that
it was whirled gpund and ronnd several times. He’s safe !
cried the spectators joyfully : the man is safe j that shock
must wake bim. But,alas ! ne! Fatigue or drunkenness
(to which sdvages are particularly addicted) had so oppre<sed
his senses, that it scemed more hke death than sleep which
held him ;—it was, indeed, the sleep »f death. All chance
was gone, and they huriied along the shore, more w alarm
than hope, to see the end. It soon came; for the torrent
was now ioi'ing so rapidly, that they could scarcely keep
pace wth the object of their interest. At length vhe roar of
the water, which had been hitherto almost buried within
the high banks helow, by a sudden change of the wind, broke
upon them with dov-ole vielence. This dreadful noise, with
which the Indian ear was so famliar, did at last arouse him.
He was seen to starf up, and snatch his paddle  But it was
too late : the same dinning sound which had ronsed him fiom
insensibility, told him at the same time that it was in vain
to seek for safety now by rowiag ; nor, indeed, had he time
to try—uptizht, as he stood, lie went over the grecipice, and
the boat and its occupant were seen no more.

Reader, the river is the current of life— the falls, are man’s
end —the travellers, the Ministers of the Gospe! ; listen thou
te thetr call, tor the boauman is, pechaps, thyself !

NATIONAL TEMPERANCE SOCIETY.

‘The annual meeting of this sncicty tnok placo at Excter Hall on
‘Thuraday evening last, wien Samuel Bowlry, Eaq , of Gloucester,
presided.— The Chairman said, ho held i his hand a hat of the
varous anmiversary mechingy which had been held 11 1ho metro-
polis doning the present month, sixteen of which hiad been held 1n
‘hat spucinus hal, and ho would venture to offeritas fus diltberate
yimien, that not ong of those mertings had bLeen of groater wm-
wortance to tha weifure of mankind, than the ave in which they
aery tiien arecmbled,  The Temperanco Socicty he considered
1 be the foundation stono of all the other beueyolont societien;
und every man who wirlted to advance thowo vartous sucictics,
cuuld not do beiter than sign the tumperance pledges  Adtor
cpiying to xeveral objections urged sgamst tho terperance
novement, and show:ng the cvil vfficta ot trusting 1o the practice
f moderation, the Chuirman concluded, amudst loud shecrs, by
G ¢ - n the Secretary to read tho report.

The Secrctary then read a considerablo portion of & lengthened
1eport of the piroccedings of the Nauoral Temperanco Suciety
luring the past year. It stated that, altiiough the triamph of the
L nperance principles was not complote, the slorms of nppsition
ind subsided, and calinness and sunshine mmvited them to labor
vwviagly to spread the truths they had espoused. In calling at-
ontion to the vanvus ficlds cultivated by the different branches of
he friends of teinperanco, the comnmittio very propetly pisced at

the head of their list the British Association, which contii ued 10
hold on s way, having been the mieans of delivenng 19 W lee.
tures on woek days, addrensing 450 rengione and Sabbath «chonl
meurtings on Sundavas, procuring upwards of 7000 s gratures to the
pledge, and recloming more than 400 drunkarde,  "T'he Wesleyan
Uuton of Total Abstainers, whieh commenced in 1846, rncluded
30 immsters of that body, and wbout 2540 of it meimbers,  The
Contral Association had suatained u hienvy loss in tio death of the
late G S, Kennck, F.q, but was stil laboring 10 spread the
principics of which he was so worthy a patron and a0 warm a
trind.  The Sundav s~hool ‘Fenchi ra* Temperance Socioty, under
the presidoncy of the Rev. J Sherman, was dibgently pursuing
ther impnrtznt woik of eprending information amongst tho young.
Tho Scottish Temperanco League waa Igbaring on, mantully,
wtelligently, and successfully, in the northera part of the kingdum
and deserved woll of tho temperance body for its general labors
and 1ts admirable publications It refernng to its own operations,
reports were resd o1 the labors of the agents of the socioty in va-
nous parts of thekingdom.  With a view of sccuring the attenton
of tho workirg clasacs, 1wo pnzes o! £20 und of £10 had been offer.
ad to the competiion of the working clusses, fur the best essays,
showing **that the general spread of temperanco principles will
tontl to the physical, montal, social, and religivus olevation ¢ f tho
working claswg "

The Treasurer then prodaced the accounts of the past year,
which ahowed a balance of £33 16s 43d.

‘The Rev. W. W, Robingon moved the fiz<t resfution :—

“ ‘That this inceting, convimerd that nitemperanco 1 one of tho
mast costly, degruding, and rumncus evils with whieh gocicty is
afilicted ; and persunded that no suthcient remedy hea yet bien
devired except tutal absunence fram all that intoxicates, rejoices in |
the continued and persevering labore of the Nauona! ‘Femperance
Societs, and all other local and general orgsnizat: us for the ad.
vacacy and ndvancencnt of temperance principles, and plodges
itself tn g 1ts utmost to susiam their efforta.’”

Jouah Hunt, Esq , seconded the resslution,

Dr. Lovoll rpuke advisediy, and 1n the presenco of soveral emi.
nent medical men, when he said—and it was after thirty years'
experienco—that three-foutths of all the diseuse and divorder we
hz+o to contend with, 18 brought o throngh using mtoxicating
drinks. Upon tsking 2 retrospective view, fram the extensive |
practice m which he was engagod, up to about fuuitecn yenrsago,
he hind no he-itatuim in snving, thet il the cades of menn ty that |
came under bis natico during very nearly thirty vears’ extenaive |
practice, with the exception +f onu case, he could clearly trace as
the effects of mtoxicating drinks, ‘T’he resoluuon was put and
carr.ed nnanimoualy,

The Rev. John Kennedv maved the second resolution : —

 That this meeting, eony nced of the paramnunt importance of .
securing for the temperance relurmation a larger amnunt of direct :

religious nfluence, and more con<tant uppeal to rehigious convie. |.

tions, and a mure powerful presentation of Carnistiati mottves, af-
fectionatrly und eamestly commends s claims to the prayerful
conmderat-on of m-misters of the Gospel, tnvmbers of Chrnstian
Churenes, and all who fabor jor 1hoadvancement of r=liginn, and

the ulleviatitm of the eufferings snd sorrows ofinarkind, and weuld |-
advise the furmatwn of Congregatonal "lemperance Sucietis |,

wherever practicable.”

Lawrence Heywarth, Esq., M.P., said: It had hoen his great,
pleasuro, snd he m ght say his hagor, ts advocste that gond cauzo |-

for something like fourteen or filteen years, and he could hear test.
mony o the fact stated by a previous speaker, that dunog the
whole of that tme he had never hnd occamon, even fur srckuess, ¢
to take anv amgle drop of sicahalic drink. [

Rev. Dr Burussupported the resolution, which was carned unas |
mmausly,

B. Roteh, Esq., in a epeech of great power, claquenco, and beno
valence of purpose, moved the tnrd resofution ;—

* Tiat this mecting, uffected with tho eatent and inerears of -
Juvemilo depravity (as recently developed in tho prise exsayson
that subject), snd deeply convinced that all cfforts 1o arrcet ns|
progress will be inefficient while the drinkmg customs prevail, nf.g
fectionately urges a consideration of tempernnce principles upon i
all auperintendents, teachers, and committecs of Sunday and day- |
schuols, ragged achuols, and ali other institutions that eeck to in. 5

struct youthful minds, and to surround youthful virtue and sum. |, .

pheity with such safeguards a8 benovolence 1nust deerrs and pru-

gonco can suggest.” ’
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