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kq supported in America, have imbibed
their notions, and are seek-ing to level
tho religions establiiments cxisting
there, that tlie f'ull Iblcsecdness of A-
merican institutions and îîriîciuîlcs may
be introduced amoiig tlîcîn! Sliould
they ever succeed in tlîeir insane pro-
ject, it may safcly bc predictcd, that
they, or tlîeir posterity, ivîil find tie
lessons of experience very bitter. The
precoding satement ecarly shows how
injîîrious it must prove to leave tixe re-
ligious instruction of a country exclu-
sively to the prcarious donations of
pyivate libe-tality ;-obsere we say cx-
clusivedy, for it is perhaps impossible to
provide by legal endovmcîit cnth-cly fer
the spriritual wants of a whole conimu-
nity; and it would net bc desirable, if
wero posBibloj te remove those objects
on whioh private liberality inay be suit-
ably exponded, and for wvhich it may hoe
comaetesit. But by Casting religion on
private liberality alune for maintenance,
it is exposcd to ail the qluctuatlons of
commerce and manufacture; intimes of
pecuniary embarassment its rosources
are dried up; and services which oug-lt
xxcvcr to know any remission must bic
rctarded or wholly discontinued. Min-
isters in these eircumstaîîcea wili ai-
ways be eminently the sîîtfirrs. The
burderi will fall directly, and witiîout
any mitigation upon thcm. For in a
country, like thse United Stites, the
rnost liberal classes, are probably the
merchants in the great cities; but is it
te bc thought, tliat such persons will
continue their lhberality in seasons of
commercial distress, sucb as iliose
under the pressure of which they
rit present suffer? Nay, will net ail
classes very naturally conclude that
the voluntary donation for tlic support
of religion is a thing that rnay very
propcrly stand over until they can bet-
ter aMfrd it, that i's, until the eum can

bce spared witheîît any diwiinutiuii or
thecir own convcniences ? Individuaitz
of sucli very dccidod Chîristian princi-
pie inay bc fotind, %vlîo %viil continue to
cive even %vheii giving is a s>acrifice;
but experience lias always proved tliat
thec majority Witt act diffcrently; and
lieece in everyscason ofcmbarrassxîcnt,
Inuibters dependuîg on the 'voluntary
principle, wîil bc the first te fe] their
resources fail. And if it sliould
liappon tliat the support given te mninis-
tare, evcn in the moat prosperous times
and wvien fully paid, *8 barely 6uficient,
it is obvieus, that in tirnes of grent
mercantile stagnation, sueli as the pro-
sent, thcy wili soon bc plungred ùiLe
ab8olute pcnnry and Want. Woethley
onIY sharers in the general distress, and
iii the common dcgree, tiiey wouid Ilet
be objects of uny particular commisera-
tien. But it is worso ivith theim than
tubs. AU other classes of me ax ny
accumulate, and in this country they
gencraiiy do so. Ministerp, iîowever,
htave flot thic poWer-they laave littie
sitare in the general prosperity of
tlieîrpcople-anmd when adversityco*mes,
it affects tlicm, flot werely with a dimi-
nution of customary gains, but witil
an abstraction of the very menus Qf
subsistence. This is more than a ]lard.
shli-it is a Positive injustice; and so
lon." as it is permitted te Continue ini
the church, it wPIl witiîer lier strengtlî
and retard hier progress. But it la, a
vice esscntially inherent in the volun.
tary systcmi according to the form in
winich it is usualiy set out by iLs narroiv-
minded advocates. Fcrsupposing that
the principies of a people wvero &ta-
blc enoughi te afford any good basis for
the systeni, the ineans at tijoir disposai
are net, on every emergence, adequate
to the end. 'i Vieving it in tlîis light.
WvC entertain littie doulit, that as thxe
gencrai course of cxviiizatiui s to sys


