
In fiery slumber glares the world arouind!
'Tis o'er; froin yonder cloyen vault of heaven,
Throned on a car of living thunder driven.
Array'd in glory, see THi' Erssw.At rorne!
Alid, while the universe is stili and durnb,
And hell o'ershadow'a with terrifie gloom,
T' immortal myriads deal their jud-iiient doom:
Wiug'd ou thse wind, and w.arbling- Isymns of love,
Behold! tise blessed soar to realms above ;
The curs'd, with liel tncsover'd t0 tlwir eye,
Sliriek--sliriek, and vanishi inia wliirlwind cry!
dreation shudders with sublime disinay,
And, dreasu-like, melts before lier God away!
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Thesa tissg of dessUs 15 sin.-1 Cor. xv. 58.

Thiat tisere is asting in deathi,-ttat it is lookedl
forward tu hy inen wstiî (èelinsgs of awe, of terror,
or of loatuist, or, it mnay be, wvith a mnixtutre of a]l
these sentiments, is a proposition thsat. will, %we be-
lieve, finid a. reddy tissent in thîe ninids of ail. IL is
nevcrthîeless true tliat unîversal as f bis feeling is,
it assuine8 very diffièretit ansd opposite clsaracters
according to thse causes in whîicli it originates
Tliat spring'ing frosu just and proper sources, this
feelingr is 1higts1l' beneficial in its nature and ton-
dency reasun and scripture alike warrant uis in
believing, ; but that very frequently-t miglit a]-
mobtisay, universally-it is clierislied in a greater or
Jess degrree, upon unresisonable and aniticliristian
grounde, and assumes a pernicious and irreligiiotis
churacter, is flot less true. The distinctions ta
whici tue allude are 80 oCten overlookied or negrlec-

-tell, even by lsiglîly religions persons, that we
hope uniler the blessing of God ouir tinte will siot
lie unprofitably spent in atteiniffing to, dissipate
sorte uf thsose unreasonable and irreligious fears
wlsicls embitter lite and rencler tIse approae-s
of deathi terrible to many; w hile lsey nt the sanie
time isîterrere with the rigbit improvemients of the
one and the necessary preparation for the othier.
In directing your attention to, wht really is
the sting of death, wve mnay class the factitioss
causes of the tinresisonable fear of death into
thsose which, sliring from the corporeal and exrer-
ial circumstances and acconspanimients of deat[;,
and those wli arise froînt Lte separation wlsicls
death occasions to, us from tlsose interests, pursuits,
ties, and affections, whsicli must, more or less, oc
cupy and engage us du ring our present state of
bing. Firet, in regard to the. feurs of deatb,

arisincg fr om the bodily and external circumaitan.
ces, hy wlîicli iL ià attendcd, there la rnncb wvlich
is revollingt tuo ur fee!iinge iii tîsese circumaitances.
Thsere is tIse pain wvliiels sogenerally precedesdeath,
there is tIhe graduaI decay antI final destruction of
thse boclily povers, ivitls frequently an apparent
weakiening or suspsension of Vise Mental! racttltics so
commouly clsnracterizedl by tIse nfectingr term of
"1secosnd child lsood,"ý there is the sti iîness and
grlooin of the deat b-Ihesl clsambertls mou rnuil looks
of sorruwtingr I*riÈtida and relatives, Ille soleinity
o? the Iast rites, the coininîttai to the gravei
Ille corruption, Ille final dissgoluition, and ap-i
parent, annihilation of tIhe framne which wve are ac-
custonied aliiiost to identily with ur existence,
wvIicis lias batl part in our pleastires and ouï~ pains,
our joys and ou.-sorrows, otur liopes and our fears,
our symipathies and afléctios in as fair ilt is the
suedinmn of our connexion Ivii externiat nature,
a nd or cotinss nicaisi in with our rcllosv creat ures.
AXil these cîsonot perhaps be regardcd wits entire
indidièrence by beings constitssted as 've tire; and
tîsese considerations are so nmncîsl calcuilated to im-
press thse imagination, tîsiat if encourasged and dwelt
iupaîs tlhey tend to e<dcite fee'linsgs oi* a snost pow-
erfssl naiture, wlmicls %ve miv nat always be able to
suipîress or ress rail). Nuwv beîore alloss'ing our-
selves tLa clerisi sut aur own muninds, or ta maise in
the miii ds ot*otîsers, snictso? sucls a natuire3 it
becomes uis to couidi(er wolI i lseir bearing and ten-
dency» lu its far as coûtemplating and lôjoking
torvzrd 10 tlle dissolution Of Ille bodly lias the e?-
t*ect of leading us to regard it as o? itnerior im-
po~rtancpi by elhsewinge us L'se folly ot pri(ling ouir-
selves tipon its conmeliness or strengtl 1 o? nour-
islsing passîonli and aeekirsg pleastures and gratifi-
cations connected wicl iL alune, orj ia the tvords of
tIse Btible, of nsinistering to Ille fieslsj aud miaking
preparation ta ftslfil tIse lusts thereof, when we
mlust soon resign thiat fleshi which so manly live but
ta jpnmper and tû indlgcr-n s0 for, we say, as
eontemplating the dissulution oftour mortal trame
excites and inîpresses tis wit.li suds Mdens and such

IfcIîgit is in tIse iitsn"st degree important and
Brnfca.fut tion remnark tîsat tIse contemplation

or djeath, in sncb, a general lighît im parts to, it no
sti,'g, clotîtos it vi t:, no terrors. It rather dissi-

j>at'2s tIsle terrors asnd dimninislses the loatlsing wvitlx
ý%vhicls we would otlseriise look< forwvard to it, by
lvcad*îlsg us ta discoiinect the idea o? ouir present cor-
rups snd unortal bodies froi tIsat o? our existence,
and Lo louk forward to tise spirit's bu rsting tIsesheli,
.)f iLs earthsly enctisssbritnces, aud in tIhe freedosa
uf a new, an iminortal, a glorious bOdy, soaring
,Imid the surishine ofta brigiiter creation. Sncb s
inanner orcontemplatiusg death le isot of course
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