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ruIlE \VOMANS MIMINiYSOCIETY.

The Woman's Missionary Society is
unique in this respect, that it lias its
income ail la hand before it spends
a dollai'. Indeed, during the last
yeaî' it received in bank inteî'est
$819. The General Society, on the
other hand, lias to pay out a very large
sum in bank discounts in order to
pay the dlaims of the missionaries.
A large proportion of this eould be
saved if subseribers wvould only pay
their money befoî'e Christmas, instead
0f many months lateî'. Whiat more
apl)ropria te Christmnas offering could
one make than to bî'ing oui' gifts of
gol(l, wvith the incense 0f frankincense
and myrrlî, the l)iayei's of faith, to
the feet of the wvorld's Redeemer'?

The pnst year hias been the most
successful in the history of the WTo-
man's Missionary Society. Its total
income f rom all sources was $50,972.58;
an increase on the previous year, of
$8,410.30. Nearly $4,000 of this increase
wvas from the special Twentieth Cen-
tury Fund offering. Whiat a maî'vel-
bous growtli from the snîall begin-
nings of this Society only tw'enty years
a go.

The W. M. S. lias shared the bene-
lits of the revival. ln Japan. Almost
aIl the 255 Japanese schiolars in the
sehools have expresse(l their stî'ong
purpose to become Christians, and
61 have been baptized. Over 7,000
missionary visits have been paid , and
access lias been obtaincd to 117 new
homes.

Four faithful wonîen agents of the
Society are now in Chentu, Western
China, taking Up the w'ork whiclî they
were so reluctnntly compelled to re-
siga dutring the Boxer rebellion. We
note wvith special satisfaction that a
deaconess lias been apprinted to îvork
among the F rench population in Mont-
î'eal. In that city there ar'e hua-
dreds of Sisters of Cliarity of the Ro-
man Catholic Churchi, who devote
theli' lives to, teaching, nursing. min-
istering to the sick and poor. Meth-
odismi will now be represented by
whiat we believe is a much. better type
of wvomail ministrant. We believe
theli' work wvill be found s0 helpful
thiat the number will be soon ia-
creased, and the Methodist deaconesses
become a factor of much importance
in aggressive %vork of our' Church in
that great commer'cial metî'opolis.

T1he address of Dr. Maud Killam
touched aIl hearts. Speaking of the
need of China, slîe said New York

lias foi' Its two aîid a hiaîf millions of
population fouir thousnnd ph ysicians,
whlile for the same nuînber of people
ia China there is only one. Ia no
way can the henî'ts of the natives be
reached wxith such a speil of power' as
by Chiristly ministering to their
bodies. as wvell as to theji' souls, la
tîjeir houi's of sickness and sorrow.

Wille the Society exhibits mai'ked
progî'ess, still it expresses regr'et that
there are many thousands of women ia
Canadian Methodisai who are yet
unideatified with its beneficent
woî'k, and that thei'e ai'e so,
few candidates applying foi' voî'k
in the the foreiga fields. Thîe mis-
6ionaî'y zeal of any Chuî'ch. is no
unmeet ci'iterion of its î'eligious pr'os-
perity. The practical methods foi'
diffusing missionary inifoinatioî of
tho W. M. S., the prayerful spirit of
its gatlier'ings, the zeal in their gr'andl
commission of its inembeî's, is one of
the miost hielpful signs foir the future
0f Canadian Methodisrn. Agaiii, as
ia the times of the Psalmist, it is true,
" The Lord g,,vetli tlie Word ; thie wo-
mien that publishi the tiding-s aî'e a
great hiost."

Tiin WOiîAi'S CHRIsIAN TENi'EnÀN'E

The Pr'ovincial W. C. T. U3. lias also,
hield its convention la the town of
Sti'atford. It is car'îyiag on its noble
wvork of mouldiag opinion, maintain-
ing the standard of eivic i'ighteousness
and social refoî'm, and wvtching witli
Ai-gus eye thie infringement of the lawv
by an uascî'upulous and aggî'essive
liquoi' tî'affic. The story of the hieio-
ism of Mi'. Leck and Miss Spi'oule,
the agents of the Union, in visiting
the six lîundî'ed lumber camps, em-
iiloying l)robably 40,000 lumbeî'men,
thi'ougliotit Newv Ontario, and ln
pî'omoting among them the iaterest of
tempei'ance and moî'ality, stiî's the
souls of ail who hieard or î'ead the
r'ep oit.

OUR COLLEG.ES.
Oui' colleges have again opened thehi'

halls to the gî'ent company of younlg
people vhîo aî'e seeking better equip-
ment foi' tle battie of life. Neveî'
weî'o tlîese institutions so w~ell fitted
foi' their gî'eat -%voik as they aie to-
day. Tlie impulse x'eceived fri'on the
Twventietli Centm'y Fîîad will long bo
felt.

571


