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it to any coRYAsFiblecktont: < THAO its]
cumborsourbuesssifoulds have led ; to the do-
vising of numerods syatems of shortband)
affords 19 ground for-astonistrmenty neithor
o it surpriso the initiated thut it has
Md to the oxtensive .practice of sleigitty of|
(long) hand which-are oftentimes wholly
incomprehensible aven by those who impose
them upon tho publie. It is only surpnising
that, inasmuch as most longhand writers ro-
sort to various devices to save Iabor, some
one,should nat socher have offered the pub-
lio a pructical system of contractions and
cxpedicnts, which woold make a saving

poseitde where it §s most nocded, and cnablo|
the coonomy of contraction to bo availed of|

to a mach larger oxtent than heretoforo, by
socuning unformity of practice.

OKIGIN OF THIY PRESENT SISTEM OF BRIKP
- LONGUAND.

The present assay at a practical system

of-ablgeviated longhand is duo to'the fact].

- it tha Author, during:a long course of re-

'9““' + has used th&‘t%mmog longhand to

sA cndrmous oxtent in cases where a t

§mount of lifexbausting habor might have

boen savod, oould ho have cmployed 3 scrices

of sontractions, such as he now proscyts,

. That his metbod is practical hoconfidunt.
Iy trusta, beoause it is dovised with strict
referciioo to tha principles which havo been
thotoughly spproved f)y extonsive practics
{8 tho &ystem of phonctic sborthand which
Lo haw-cuaployed in his profussion of report-
4nye; and booause the system Lis undergono

o test of saveral months' use, with s de-
termination on the part of the Author to
wobk out and remove cve ™ discoverabie do-
fect:  Tho motives which induced bin to

blish tho presont tregtise waro stated iu
oL, X of the Phovagraphic Intelligencer,
Trow which the follownz parapraph iy ex-
traoted: ) ) -

4 Acting upon St. Paul't plan of being a9
4 Jow 0 the Jews, a3 a Roman to the Rte-
smans—of boiug all thingsto all wmon 10 or
der 0 savo somo, while -to .phonographers
»¢ bocome a8 2 phnnggl:phor, in onder to

sin thodo who arc uader phonetic law, we
ﬁ’mx boen preparing to becowio as 2 Roman
1o the Romans—thosé-withount the kdow-
Jedpt o phonctios; in orders that we-inay,
«gain them Alsp.  While - we heve prepared
the, 1Luid-Book of Stavdard Phonography
for, phonpgtaphers and these who, when ape
pﬂlw'd of the bonofts of phonozraphy, arg
willing to undertsko tho roquesito Iaber for

its sogusitign, e have beea doyiung 4
2’5(&0 of longhand contractions and expo-

.snh

aware of the advantages of phonography, or
awho, -from Fant o!‘ut?mo or from dxs!x,nclinnf
# tibh*aro unwilling to stody st."
‘ (7o bc contineed ]
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IT. We may class together under the so-
cond division of tlis partion of the subject
a fow objoetions which du not call for sv
lengthened 8 notice.

3. Tho awkwardness and qrouble that
wust arise from the co-existence of the old
and new styles of spelling may scem very
alarming to many. A literary civil war may
be “loominy in the distance!”  TLetters may
bo sent forth in the now styfo and rephed toy
in the old! Rival nowspapers may cling}
respectively to the rival modes!  They may |
cumne to be badges of Liberulism aud Con-j
servatisin, and candidates for Purlizmentary)

.

mancintian by a different spelling, aaseu ond

3o, thus furnishing two words to the cye as

well ns Yhe ear.
(£.) Afterall, there #s nothing in the pro-
posed method to proclude the question whe-
ther some plan of distinguishing in ambigu-
ous cases may not be resorted to; s, tico==
ty, foo= t'u; in==in, frn==‘in; ne=no,
know=n'o  This may be considered a par-
tial deviation from the strict law of the sys-
tem, but that system is weant 1o he our &1 2-
vant, not our master; and moy be modified
it’ utility demands it The neerssity must,
however. be clearly demonystrated

3 YExisting literaturo will be anl’xquntcd.
This prespeet seems very disquicting to-
many Yet one would suppose that the
British people are so familiar with results of

honors may bo questioned by cager constitu-{4)is nature that of al} others they could con
encics respociang thew adherence to thelepplate the prospeet with cquanimity.
good old wag™ or the better new Way!|Bvery jmprovement nnttquates something:
The future is stocked with but the process is so common, and withal so
~ Guzgons and hydrasand chimerusire” + {beneficial, thut éven the poct ixiscldom caught
We look dorward, however, with mifch|/mourning overit, * Let the .objection, how-
composure. Transition periods are usually'ever be defined, and it appears that not the
attended with somnc inconvenicnee, but it substance but the Sorm of existing liter-
seldom proves to be anything like what waslatare will be affected. If we ¢ wmpare the
anticipated. In this caso we are porsuaded!firat and last editions of Shakespeare, the
that at no time would thie inconvenience be difierences in spelling will appear very con-
very forinidsble,—that it would cvery ycar'sid_emblc. Is the look then antiquated?
beoome Jess; and that in the course of'a gen- ! Nay, but rather the carly edition of it. The
cration i8 would dwigdle to pothing. change in this case has come graduully ; but
2. Ambiguitics whuld be occasioned by‘sup'posing it msde abruptly, -the practical
the obliteration of cxisting distinctionsbe- 'effect iathe course of a few ycars would be
tween words differcatly sg{cllcd but pro-'much the same.  Those, therefore, who are
nounced aliko, 2s ale, ail; ball, basl, etc 'disposed to sigh over the trausformation of
But— ldear old Miltori, and otber dear or dearcst
(1:) Even at present it is only in twriting names, hive two grounds of consolation ;—
that any advantsge is derived from this dis that their favorites may be found in the old
tinction, or ratherit is only in that' form'spelfing on the shelves of the antiquarian
that the distinction exists. 'In speking it library, and in the new spelling on the shelves
vanishes. At the worst; therefore, the two'of the bookseller. The matter must be sct-
forms of copnnunication ywou'd;only be re-'tled an the bagis of utility, not of sentimen-
duced o the same levell jality. The quiverings of emotion over an-
(2.) These words would, after all, bo- in cient ueages did not prevent fire-anus from
no worse prodicament than many others. sw ding the bow snd armow—the factory
There are numerons wordsin which the the houschold distaff.—and the railway, the
sxme’letters indicate’ two parts of-speceli, 'staSecoach.  Books old and new, better and
fand neabings widely different:  For exam- worsp, must take their chanee: but the Eng-
Yo, suic s uv implement, but it is also the lish language dhould be freed from its count-
past tense of ace.  Even when the part of less Or’axogrépbic irregulatities, and madeah
speech-is the same, the meanings attached casy pathway to kno&?cdgv, and on effecti
to'the samo lctters is ofien astonishingly instrument for the copnunication of our
varied. For cxample, staff i a walkang thoughis, . e
stitki-also, th lines on which music is writ:' 4 “Oiitting _some' Sbjéstons which are
ten, and further, a company of military offi- too superficiak te morit nétice, at least in a
cers.  In such cases the context is expeeted paper which proposes to consider only tho
to decide the meaning, and the same arbiter {‘i:a%cihg features of th subjeet, wo concludo
tilzht be entrusted with the new cases also. ‘with mentioning *h4¢ whicl, practically, is
{3 'If onc et of ambigaitics is -oreated, tho most formidable of all.  This relatesnot
anotber 14 anuibilated, aad tho latter, which to the meritsof phonetic spelling, considered

fur the usc of those who are notigng equally naerqus, cowpeusate for the in itself, but to the difficulty of cliecting ils

former  For cxample, the word sowr is pro- introduction and diffusion.  However su-
nounced in two ways, according as it denntes perior, theoretically,—by what authority is

 fan animal or an agricultural operation Tl.e it to be sanctioned, and what foundation can

phonetic method would represent such pro- ‘bc laid for confidencc in its permanencas?



