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111. In varions details ; alào in quoting
frein the Septuxagint in8tead of the original;
and in the freedoni of hie citations, Stephien
luiud, as St. Jerorno says, Il regard to, the
iueauing, not the words." Iils historical
inotlîod vindicated lus own orthodoxy, and
gtuined liin a lîcaring. Paul iîniitated luis
unethod : Acts xiii. 16-22; Acte xxvi. 22.
Necessitv of it s0011 Act4s xxii. 22.

IV. LzssoNs.-1. VTalue pri vileges>, but, do
not dopend ou tlouni ; 2. O nly Ilaith in thc
living God saves-Faitli lu the Chutrchi, or
anytflingi outivard, is idolatry ; 1. he truc
Wlky to reveronce our le fat lucrs" is to, bo
fihled %vith their spirit.

OCTOBEI I Sth .- STEcIîEýN'S ATRIO
Acte vii. 51-60.

Golden Tex£: l'lil. i. 20.
1. Pergonis anud place saie as lu pr-ceding

Lessons. Sceuue at firizt the saine, except
tluat there 18 a suîdden change iu Ste plen's
tone. MWby? Bîlluer because bis judgos-
bcgitniing to sec tlue drift of bis defeuce-
ehOwed 1yînýptouns of impatienice, or because
ho wvas carried aivay iivitlî indignation wlien
tho inurder of the fioîy Oue caine up before
hlm simnply as the last aud worst. ot a long
catalogue of recbellions agaitiet God, aud re-

* jeee cf i e ton .
Il. v. 51, 52. Se parallel passages.
v. 53. God gave the lawv; tic augesi

* ministere, announced it; the peoplereceived
it Nvith due roverenco; but, wvith ail tlîeir
professions, they did not koep it.

v. 64-56.-The scene now changes. flard-
ly cen the reverend judges restraîn thern-
scives. Their hearts are "eboiug sawn asun-
der,-' and tbezy nasli their set teeth at
h*lm:. v. 33. Stophon is cahn, but filled

-wthlboldness. Rlosprite
to he penskiqand amid t ue ineffable
sp endurof hethird heaven, secs Jesus.

j Jess ist said te ho seated at the riglit baud
cf the Father. Here, it is as if "fie liad
risen from flic thronc to suocour and receive
Stephen.-" IlThe Son cf xnian"-tlie n alle
ueed by Jesus bofore this Council, Matt.
xxvi. 64, la fo-retelhilig Bise glorification.

v. 57-60.-The scene shifts rapidly nov
froui the Couneil Chamiber to a nuob tumiul.

* tuously lhustliug Stephen tlirough th Il streets
t orlue of tue gates. Ouitside tlîe City tluey
go about the unurder deliberately. Tliewit-
nesse8 &trip tiieniselves cf their looqo outer
garmoults9, that they nuay do their work
thoroughly, aud one cf tlue leaders takes
charge of the clothes: -. out. xvii. 5, 7 ; Lev.
>xxiv. 14 ; 1 ]Kings xxi. 10, 13. Steplien,

now froe froi their lîande, kneels dowva.
The first volley ie thrown. He f(lelé the
bitterness of death, but oallnly offers to Je-
sus th't frt ,r tlîat Fie on the Cross made
to the la ther : Luke xxiii. 46. Another
crash of stones, and seunnioniiug bis st
etrengtbi, hoe utters loudly anotlier prayer
lu the spiritof hie Lord: Luke xxiii. 34, and
"feu aileep."'

111. LpssoiNs.-1. Uloly indignation against
sin la Dot ilncouisistent with lforgiveness aud
pa.tience towards tiose that are sinning
grie vously even against otirslcl.

2. Zeal for religion ca;iiîot excuse %vrong
doing. Oir zea] iiu6t beaccording to know-
Iedge: Roin. x 2. C

3. Jesuis le evor near and roady te, save.
The eye of faith cees iliyn.

4. Jesus 18 tholivýing God. J)ying Stephien
pray'ed t(>fiin). Se liîay wo.

5. 1, l'le lilood of the imartyrs is the seed
of the ChiurcI.-" Il The Chiurcli olVOs Paul
to the prayers of Stephleni."

6. Better to fail asleep with Steplien than
romiain awake withi hic iinurderers.

OCTOBEaS 221ld.-SMON THL SOUICEER.-
Acte viii. 3-25.

Golden Tlext: Acte viii. 21.
his Lesson and the next, give us'glimp-

ses of Philip. Stephonu'8 death ivas the si1 '
nsl for the outlireak of a persecuition whicli
soattered the infant Churchi. The disppr-
sion led to the Church's first miseionary
triumphi. 1,,

v. 9- M.-Pbulip and Simon are thecen-
tral figures in these verses.

PLÂOE.-A City of Saniaria, probably Sy-
char, viii. 5, and John, iv. 5. Philip, after-
wards called the Evangelist, xxi. 8, was the
second of the seven deacons. Froni the fact
that the first extension oi the Churcli out-
side Judea, Acte 1-8, aDd the flrst victory
over Jewish _prejudices v, as due te him, it
would scen tluat lie liad lie saine spiritual
and onlarged views as Stephen. neix two,
dayc that Chlrist and fie di.9ciples spent at
Sychar, John iv. 40, may have prepared the
ivay for Philip.

Siion the Soicrer wvas there before
Plip, exercicing a strange influence over
aIl the people. Sncbi an a'dversar.y, Paul
had, xiii. 6. Chutrchi history relates thiat
Simon Magne felu a victinli at lest t0 bis
magie arts. Declarinc, that lie would risc
the tlîird day, lie wçasuried alive. Tliere
,wa. sucbi a thing as magie, Ex. vii. 11-22.
Probab]y not noir.

Simon secs in Phlîiimrely a power over
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