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ings of & Christian country that the minds of
men are so impregnated with the Bible, thata
good character dues and mast prevail. Hence
it is of the very utmost importance to avoid the
first beginnings of what is wrong. Familiarity
with bad things soon grows into a habit , habit
becomes second nature; the spark increases
into & flame, the flame destroys the building.

There are some who may read this paper to
whom their character is literally everything:
it is their only fortune; it is the very strength
of their right hands; it is the only weapon
which they can shoulder when they begin to
carve their way through life.

“The man that steals my purse, steals trash :
But he that robs me of my good name,

Robs me of that which not enriches him,

And makes me poor indeed.”

To such I can only say: * Guard well your
fortune; take care how you get the first bloom
rubbed off it; look out for the beginnings of
wrong ; keep your weapon bright ; it will stand
you in good stead in the day of trial; it will,
by God's grace, make youa happy and con-
tented man as long as you live.”

1 have spoken of wordly things: I will now
ask you to read onc short verse of the
Bible, from Psalm xi. 4: ** The Lord is in his
boly; the Lord’s throne is in heaven ; his cyes
behold, his evelids try, the children of men.”

Render, these words tell us that other eyes
beside those of our fellow men are on cur char-
acters. It is a fact, that with God, as well as

with men, character, in rather an altered sense .

of the word, and as theevidence of true inward
life, is ererything.,

A man’s character is himself. What you like
or dislike in him ; what you admire or find |
fault with is not so much his looh as his char-

acter. He may be very pieasant to look at,
and yet very disagreeable to deal with; or he
may have no features in sll his countenance
that you can admire, and yet his presence be
acceptable. His character is himself. I do not
mean to say that nice looks are not des'~able,
I know that thev go a long way towards gain-
ing acceptance for their owner, but after all,
“ manners make theman.  We know that Sa-
tan himself can ve transformed into an angel

of light, and that a very Joscph can be con- |

cealed beneath s rough exterior.

If character, then, be so important in the
eyes of men, what mast it be with God?
regards the person of no man.  When his eyes
behold and his evehide try the children of men.
he regards not the strength of the arm, nor the
power of the frame, nor the svmmetry of the
countenance, not the loviiness of the comalex-
ton—but the character. There 18 not much
d:fference, that I can see. in the way of stating
the case for this world and for the next. A

wise parent savs to a child: “Keep » good .

chacacter, my child, and you will always have
2 good place. If you lase vour character. yvou
arc done far.”  He might steeteh his thoupghts
berond the little horizon of a short haman ex-
istence : he might point (o a warld that s to
dawn on us when this wworld 1s done with, and
with great reverence he might sdd : * Keep
Four character pure, v child, by God = rree:
roRulate 12 carefully  fier God z waord, and ron
Wl hate 2 good § .ace given you, ikrough the

THE PRESBYTERIAN,

. merits of your Saviour, in the world to come,

But if juu suffer your character, through Sa.
tan's wiles, to be spotted and defiled, you will
be ruined eternally.” Yes, it is quite ag tru:
of God as it is of man, that in hig sight, chara:.
ter is everything.—Sunday at Home.

THE LITTLE SEED CELLS.

How neatly all the seeds are laid
Within the ripening pod;

How carefully the cells are made:
This is the work of God.

The lining is not barsh or rough,
But soft, or polished well :

Each little seed bas room enough
Within its ticy cell.

How carefully the sides are closed
Against the winds and rain;

For if he left the seeds exposed,
They would not grow again.

There's no disorder anywhere
In what my Father does;

He condescends to make with care
The smallest Sower that grows.

So children who would learn from bim,
Neat habits seck to gain, .
Or they will waste moch precious time,

He |

And do their work in vain.
Child's Paper

!
QUEEN.

All good and loya! little boys and girls wiil

no doubt like to bear something sbout o
; great and noble Queen. When she is addressed
; in writing by.any of her subjects she is styled
, Her Most Gracioys Majesty, Queen Victoria
, but she is generally calied, The Queen.
i The Queen lives in England, where she ba
several beautiful palaces in different parteef
* the country. In London scveral wise sz
i distinguished men assist her in goveraing e
{ great empire.

Amsong the Queen’s forefathers were th
| colebrated Alfred the Great, and William tb
! Conqueror. The King who reigned before ox°
Queen was her uncle, William IV, When
! died, she was made Queen of the whole Rrits
" empire (including all the British colonies)

! The Queen had an excelient mol.hcr, =
;car!y taught her to love Gon  When ber
uncie died and she was told that she wass
‘ Queen, her first act was to kaceel down ai
| PT2Y to Gap for his divine guidance. .
i The Queen has ever since ruled the empitt
so wisels, that she is greatly beloved br a-
. her subjects. She hag s number of child~s
who. from their high mnk, are called Pr'nrr:
. and Princesses.  Her eldest son, the Prinee
| Wales, wisited the  Britich  North-Ameroat
2 rocinces in 1860, and was welcomed f';
" grent love and affection by all classes of U2

peaple. .

In 1961 thie Queen suffered & grent low 2

the death of her noble hushand, Prpee -'\""'_‘

the Good. All her subjects mourard with bl



