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HALIFAX, SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 1857.
b o g e ST e s e
OAPTAIN LIEDLEY VICKARS.

Tz cornmunication of a writer in tho Episcopal
Rscorder of Philadelphis, commanting upon tho
war spirit which tho Biography of Qapt. Hedloy
Vickare is csloulated to uxcito, ns oppcaed to the
spirit of Cbristianity, and a part of which struck
us as 80 vounrkablo, thut we published it, with a
short preface coutaining our own viows upon the
subject, has not passed without a special roply by
another writer, in the sauwe pur)qr. Tho lattor con-
trovorts tho position advanced by the formor writer,
that *¢ thera ia not a singlo word in tho teaching of
tho Savibur thet will give countenonco to the prin.
ciple of any kind of war,” bf, adduving the Saviour’s
oxamjple of tho healing of the centurion's sorvant,
soon after Ilis eormon on tho mount—and tho in
stanco of tho first gentilo convert, Cornelius, Tho
argument, howaver, by which Lo supports his
views, not conslusive, and wo shall aveid thom,
in liko wanner 28 wo omitted the provious proposi
tion. He further excuses the conduct of*Capt.
Vickars by the same process of reasoning as dicta:
ted our prefatory observations. Thero is indeed
but one question, which this writer himself asks,
that can be thought to bear by implication upon
Hedley Vickars' charactor, and that may bo an.
swored satisfactorily in various ways. Thus, ko
says—** Why did not Capt. Vickers leavo the
army and enter the Church ¢* which he goes on to
resolve—and tho reply to which in our mind would
naturally bo, that Xnowing himself and Seing
known for what he was, both bis exsmple and
teaching woro likely to have much more weight as
a soldier, than they would bavo had in any otber
profession. In fact there can no imputation rest
upon the metives of this Christian soldicr, o far ag
his published history and private conduct declare,
and none whatever upon his enorgy whon tho result
of an important affnir dopended upon his resolution
and tho strength of his arm. His biographer, how-
over, isnot to bu 80 casily excused, who putting
him forward s a Christian example, brings into
prominamco certain actions which howover hecessary
are opposed to Christian principles. Theso are in
faot 50 boldly pourtrayed, that it inspires an idea
that tho Christisn soldier was to bo eternally roward-
od for slaying the cnemics of his country, or bravely
fatling in battle~—a picture which however stimu-

#lating, pavtakes .iore of the coloring of the Koran,
than of the milder tints of tho Gospel of peace.

Wo, bad not intended to notice particularly the
roply to the cominunication from which we quoted,
but our attention baving been directed to it, wo give
below that sortion that wo thiok most econclusive.
No ruortal ever yet attained to absolute perfection,
and it is ro reflection upon the Christicn consisten-
oy of cuch an one as Capt. Vickars, that ho did not
atiein to it in a greater degreo than the sons of
Zebedee or the apostle Pater. Nor do wae think
thet apy laboured orgument on tho part of his
fricnds is necessary for his justification. Had the
objectionable part of the ** biography” beca render-
ed in the words of this writer, it would not have
beon open to such severo rebuke, and would bave
been ULetter calculsted to instil the doetrine of
peaco a3 an appropriate part of tho Cbristian cha-
racter.—

« So long 23 God's judgements aré abroad upan the
oarth, war—anao of the suvarest He bas ever infl:cted
upca our race—will undoobtedly continuo; and Chris
tisa soldicrs aud sailors, as well as Christian clergy-
tmen, statesmon, and otbers, must do their duty in
that state of lifs to which it has plessed God to call
them. The path of duty would certainly be forsaken,
ware a softier ¢o deseet his poss in tiae of danger;
ang tho officer is bound to uie Lis sword in tims of
nsed, tAough not in anger. Ho may not only ba fres
from anger at such a time, bat ia in a Cbristian
frams of mind-—ten thousand times more desirous to
;gvg bis enemy (were it 1n his power) than to destroy

1.

] caunot describe my feelings as I read ths re.
wizke of  £ax” upon the death of that gallant officer
:?d gealons Christian, and think of him a3} bave acen

i,

&1 do not intond todwell upon his character. It
bas been truthfully and fully portrayed in the memoir,
which was written in pzayer, which God is graciously
egswering in the conversion of many souls. Itismy
h;’pginm to kaow tho writor ot that memoir, the be-
trotbed of Captain Hadley Vicars, and the other mem.

bére or'that boly [amily of # B.” Had “Pax” been
at my side ono Ssbbatb evening, and witnessed one ot
the moetings of tho Navvies and otbers frequently
teferred to in tho memoir, methinks be would have
saffered hisright arm to bo taken off, ratber than pen
such charges againat the book ; and, bad Lo scen and
heard one of the many bletsed by that godly «fficer,
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wbo hastened to ine at the conclusion of thatmeating,
1p tell me, with an almosr broken heart, he bhad just
come fromi thogreive of that beloved one, ho would
feol guilty of baving ﬂinn aa infamous oharacter to
ons of the holicst, and, for the time he was spared,
most useful men that evor lived.

4 Tho question may be asked, * Why did act Capt.
Vicara leavo the army, and enter tho church ?” o
bis own Master he etandsth or falletb,” Who can
read bis wemoir, and Goubt that a man of such prayer
asked his God to gaide him in this impartant matter ;
and, if bo folt 1t bis duty to remnin where God con-
verted im, we may boat a loss to understand bow it
could boso, yet wo daro not accuso him of sinning in
not throwing off bls uniform. Somg of $hemost loly
men in tbis countey and in Eagland hava loR the
army for the chiurch, and the Rector of * B” is onc of
themr. They felt 1t their duty to do eo, and, fsaling
30, 1thoy ~ould have sinned, hatl they not made the
exchange ; but this is no proof that all who love God
and dedire to serve him, should rush to the pulpit.
No! The soldier, tho stateaman, thu professional iman
tho werchant, tho mechanic, the labiorer, as well as tho
clergyman, bave their du’i? to dischargo to God and
their fllow.creatures. Tho gt of cach wust eo
shine, that others, scoing their pood works, may
glorify their boavenly Father. IHedley Vicars, ns a
good golher of the cross and of bis country, faitbfully
and zoslously discharged his avery duty, Fain would
he have spent his timo iinistering to the sick and
wounded, Troelnimmu to them tbat Saviour whoss
precious blood cleansoth from all sin; but ho was
ordered inlo the trenches. - Attacked by the enemy, bo
bravely defended tho post assigned him by his countey,
and foll atthe head of ths men placed vnder his com.
mand. His natural life, but uat his sight” is extinet,
and ¥ he being dead, yet speaketh”  When tho Jast
trumpet shall sound, many suall ango from thoir graves
in various parts of the earth, and call that Christian
soldicr blossed.”
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&3 Tho Ordination will bo hold on Suaday,
March 8th, in 8t. Georgo’s Church, Tho Candi-
dates and others will ansemblo for Prayer in tho
Bishop’s Chapol on the mornings of Thursday, Fii-
day and Saturday, ot 9 o’clock—also on Thursday
and Friday at a quarter past 6, and on Saturday at
8 p. m. There will bo servico with Sermon ia the
Chapel #n Wednosday oveniogs during Lont, at
half-past 7.

& Bba, Lant . Servicos commonced at Christ
Churck, Dartmouth, on Ash Wednesday, when
there was full Servico aud a Sermon in tho morning
at 11, In tho evening the Anuual Meoting of the
Dartnouth Committee of tho D. C. 8. was held,
which was well attended, and a series of Resolutions
passed, Learing upon the objects of the Society.—
There will be full service and o Sermon eve , Wed-
nesdoy ot tho above Cburcb, at 8 p. m. during
Lont.
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Stxce the want of confiderca debate, the business
of tho Legislature has prosented but few points of
interest. Tho new officials havo been returned to
their constituents for approval, and but little has
been done boyond receiving petitions, to forward
tho business of the country. A good deal of discuse
sion hias occasionally taken place upon other watters,
in which the disposition of the new administration
to adopt the measures of public improvement pursn-
cd by the old, has been questioned, and their omis-
sion to send down important pupers and despatches
connected with tho settloment of that Tong standing
grievance—the Miving Co. monopoly—has been
charged upon them a8 corroborative of a design to
carry out a different line of policy. Whether there
may bo any truth in this surmise, time will.show ;
but it is hardly to_be expected that an Administra.
tion so new to Office,"which ia fact cannot bo
said to havo secured it until it components have
roceived the sanction oftheir zeparate conitituoncics,
could bava formed any settled policyasyet nupon the
impostant subjects that may como before it. Tho
nimest that can bo supposed under present circurm.
etances is, that the privato opinicna aud persopal
leanings of the mombers of goverament, msy be
considered as foroshadowing their futurs publio
conduct, and tho opposition Pross is making the most
of their knowledge of all tho particulars which bave
guided the conduct while out of office, of the
pattics now n power.

Several letters and addresses have alss appeared
in tho papers. An address from Houblo. J. W.
Johnston to bis constitucncy in Annapolis, in which
tho causes of the late dissolution aroc shown, and
several important topics introduced, upon the non-
committal principle. A letter from Ion. Josoph
Howe, recommending tho fornation of 2 Protestant:
Allianco. Hon. J. W. Marshall’'s address to his
constitucnts, Mr. Whitman'’s (tha cpponent of
Mr. Johnston) address to his constituents. Theso
are all indicativo rathor of & change of men thau a
change of weasures.
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Wo hiavg pablished 9 roported dfsoussion upo
tho demandgor tho dgapnwhg: xghti:gut‘::gou ix:)-
ing Association, . .
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Tux momhes of St Luko’s havo just presentsd
to their talonted and amiablo Organist, an olegant
scrvioo of Plute, tho objeot of which is expressed in
tho note from Rev. W. Bullock wlish accompanied .
Wo havo beon'favorad with a copy of this and the
roply, whi%h wo havergreat r!ousuro in meking pab.
lio, Lolioving that they will ufford gonoral satisfao-
tion that tho indofatigablu and disinterested sorvies
of Mra. Grigor has beengso gracefully noticed.—m

Ialifaz, March 2nd, 1867.
Ay Dean Mrs. Gukgor,

_ The moewmbers of our Congrogation conld not bave
imposed upon me a more gratfying duty, than thatof
prosenting to yau the accompanymg Testimonia), to
be o small token of the rense they entostain of your
good sorvice, as thair ready and effective Orpanist.

‘T'ho members of the Choir of St. Luke no less than
myseli and wy assistant 1n sts Mimetry, aro fully sen-
siblo of the advantagawe detive not only from"your
ekitl, but the prompt and amiable wanoér in which
overy thing ie done by you, to make the servico
pleasant to tbe Choir, and beneficial to tho congrega-
tion,

I pray God’s blessing on your labor, by which it
must be deligttful to  yourself, and am’ gver your
affectionats Friond and f’astor,

Wi, Burrock.

REPLY :
My DEA® Fuiexp anr Paston,

It is with much pleasurc that X acknowledge tho ye-
ceipt of your nots of yesterday, in which you so kind-
){ express for me the sentinents of the Members of
the Congregation, the Cboair of St. Luke, also those
of yoorsell and assistant in its Ministry, for my very
huble efforts in accompanying ihe Choir in the ea-
cred services of our Church, and at ths samo time
conveying the expression of your kindness and theirs
by & tostimonial of respect so lar beyond my merits
and powers to deserve.

Wil you favor me, my dear Bir. Bullock, by con-
voying to thom my best acknowledgmerits and thanks
for eo useful as well 2s valuabls a present, and assurs
them with my warmest regards, that X bave only been
too happy in being enabled to enjoy tho privilege of
adding to that beautiful part of D.vine Worship in
which we prame the Lord in Htis Sauctuary.

“ ith much respect,
- . Beliove e,
Ever yours sincerely,
Euwy M. Grzoon.
Halifax, March Srd.
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[ From last Saturday's City Edition.]

&5 The Steamship Niogara arsived this morning,
in 18} dayc from Liverpool. Parliament was opened
on the Sd inst. by Royul Commision. The Lord Chan-
cellor read the Speech. It alludes to the principat
ovents that have engaged the attention of Europe since
tho lastopening of Parliament—the questions before
the Paris Confarences—and ths Neufchatel question—
tue former of which is ecttled, the latter in fair pro-
greis—notices tho communications to the King of Na-
ples of the Fronch and Buplish goveraments, tho re-
plies to which have induced thoss powers to withdraw
their ambasssdors—trusts that ncgotiations that have
been entered into with the United States will remove
all misunderstanding about Central America—notices
also that a commercial treaty has boen concluded
with Siam—and bestows 8 few paragrapks upon the
Persian and Chipess Lostilities, which bave been sus
cessfully prosecuted. The Speech concludes with Her
Majeaty's gratification, that notwithstanding the cacri-
fices attendant upon tho Iate war, tho zesources of the
country are wnimpaired, acd its indostey unckecked.

The twu Houses of Convocation for the Province of
Canterbury, assembled on Wednesday, Feb. 4,.for
the despatch of buminess. A full report of their pro ©
ceedings is given in the London Guardign. ‘Khe-
principal topics of dizcussion in the Lower Hous
wero tha admission of laymen, and the Constitotion of
& supreme ecclosiastical Comrs of Appeal ; i the Up-
per, Homo and Foreign Missions, and ths maans of
providmg {or them.

In thé Houvso of Lords, last nignt, Feb. 10, the Tord
Chancelior introduced bis first instaiweant of promued
law réfora, in the sbape of Billsdealing with the seve
ral jurisdictions of the Ecclesiasticaf Courts.

Lord Lyndburst and Earl Dorby. agei pressad for
further papers, urgiop that it would bo found that Dz,
Bowring bad sought a quarrel, in order to insist on gb-
taining entrauce into Canton.

1a ceply to Blr. Layard, Me. V. Smith stated dnas
Feruk I{tan, the Porsian Amnbessador to the Emperor
of tho Feench, bsd received from his court further and
fall fostructions for ucgotiation with the British Geo-
veroment.

The Cbancellor of,tho, Exchequor said that half of
tho extraordinary expenses of the Puisian war will be
borne by the Fast India Compady, 2nd the oiber balf
by Government. )

It way currently reported yesterddy that a vacapey
had ocourred at the Adwiralty by the resigaation o,

TR RIS S s e A T L et o T




