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PREACHING IN THE SURPLICE.

To the E«Ii;;;f the Ecko,

Rev. Sin—A friend hias drawn my pttention to the
arliclo in your paper of the 31st ultimo, calling on me
to explain the circumstance under which I bad preach-
cd in the surplice in St. James's Church, Kingston, at
tho latc Confirmation, As I potceive this bas given
serious offenco to some persons in that congregation,
and caused a good deal of publio remark, I sh'1 with
ploasure furnish you with a full aud candid account of
the affair,

Having oocasion to visit the Bay of Quinté oo busi-
ness during the summor, Iarranged with our venerablo
Bishop, who, I understood was travelling alone, to ac-
company him on his confirmation tour through the
Midlaod Deanery ; and his lordship did me thohomour
of requesting mo to act as Lis Chaplain at the several
etations where corfirmations were to be held. The
appointmunt at St. James's was at aix or balf-past six
p-m., aod as tho Bishop, on his previous visit, bad ex-
perienced & good deal of difficultyin preaching at that
Lour, owing to the uncertain light, he requested mo to
do so.

While robing in the vestry, which, I would remark,
ss at tho eutrance of the church, the Rev. Mr. Mul-
kans, the mnistee in charge, requesteC that 1 would
preach 1o the gowa, as that was the practicoin that
cliurch; but as I cousidoved that I would have duties
to perform in the chancel (where itis always customary
to weir the surpliee) immedialely afler the sermon
and nover baving adopted thoee decided views either
for ot against its use in the pulpit, which unbappily
prevail in cestsin quarters, 1 obscrved to him it would
be very 1nconvenient 10 chango; and I thought, under
the circumstances, it would not bs noticed. But not
wishiog to decide the matter wyself, bafors we pro.
ceeded into the church, I atked the Bishop which I
chould wear, and baving tho surplice on at the time,
his lordship, no doubt decming it immaterial, directed
mo to wear it. It is, however, but justice to bis lord-
ehip, that I should state my belef, that ho was not
awars of tho incumbent’s peculiar olijections to thensa
of the surplice in the puipk, for had it been fully re-
presented to him by Mr. Malkins or myself, it is very
probable he would have directed me to change.

In the chancel, Mr. Mulkins renewed bhis request
(Ls* 2 wouid ose the gown. Bat being unwilling 10
trouble tho Bishop agun on a subject I had hitherto
deemed so unimportant, and havicg a sirong objection
to parade up and down a long and crowded church in
canoricals, which woeld have been necesary, the
vestry being at the other end, I thought 1t better %o ve-
main as I was, trusting that the food 2enze of the con-
aregation would not viewitn a serious light

But on the following day, when Mr. Mulkins in-
{ormed me that my condact had been animzdverted
upon, and that be had recoived a letter from ove of
tbo church-wardens demzuding an esplanation, I re-
quested that gentleman to assure him in reply, that I
had no iniention to give offence, and that my reason
for retaining the surphee was meraly 3 matter of con-
venience. 1 turther stated that I cid not use it asa
badse of party, as they imagined, but was quite indif-
forent to the use of tke gown or the surplice in the
pulpit—my custom for years (even long prior to dis-
putes in the Church on this and other unhappy points)
liaviog been to use the gown on all ordinary orcations,
but on Communion Sundays, or other occasions when
chapging would be ioconvenient, to utse the surplice
througbout the services, asl believe is very commonly
the case.

1 bad hoped that this explanation wonld bave enabled
Mr. Mulkins to satisfy tbhe offended parties, and that it
was not till some time after my return, that a friend,
while travelling, met with snd forwarded to me the
number of the Kingston Commercial Adverliser con-
taining the corraspondevce between the church-war-
dens and Mr. M. on the subject. This, I was pained
to perceive, had besn introduced, under authorily, to
the notice of the public, with imputstions agaizst my-
celf and one of the Kingston clergy {which, I am at a
loss to imagine), of so offensive and uncharitable a
nature, that I resolved not to notice them.

And here I would beg to observe, that although, on
first bearing of tho serious offence, some pefsons bad
taken at the circumstance, 1 was disposed 16 fect
amused, et I candidly admit that could I bave formed
a correct ostimate of the great importance attachad to
thie act by the parties alloded to, or bad 1 been aware
that it would have elicited such an amount of agitation
and uncha itab'e fusline. my dute as » Ciristian would

.ratcd by Cook's Straits, which vary in brezlth from

bare prompted mo to avold casting such a stumblinge
blotk in thelr way. P

The disposition evinsed by & faw to cirry matie
to extromes, and that even ju things which cught to be
indifferent, has a vety wiechlicvous tendatioy both on
the intarests of our Church a9d of zeligion geuerally.’
Tt is, no doubt, an artifics of our great enemy, aud,
judging from appesrances, & moet succemful one; for
it is painful to perceive bow muck of that « godly
union and coticord® which ought to dubsist amongt us,
lias been bindered by fostering this disposition. The
aflixing of shibbolatbs and names and badges to partiss,
often subjects those who with o bo modarate, and
cherish moro of their Msater’s spirit, to sarious miscon-
struction. Many instances of this kind bave oceurred
to my own kuowledge. One or two I will mention.
Intho good city of Kingston, s clergyman who was
offlciating in one of the suburban churches, wasobliged
to preach in his surplice because thers was no gown §
and again, in the cathedral church of St. James's, To-
ronto, a clergyman, not Jess csteemed for his piety and
learning than hir anxiety to avoid giving offence,
preacticd in the anrplice, under the improsiion thatit
was the practice, while I can tesiify how readily he
would bave used the gown, had tha attendant clergy
called bLis attontion toit. Iu both these jnstances tho
most ungenerous suspicions and conrsest abuse ware
hesped on these clergymen, through the public press.
And ovon since my unintentiona! offence at Kingston,
at the archidiaconal visitation in Toronto, I sgais un-
intentionally trausgressed by preaching in ths gosn in
a church wheras the surplicea wae invariably wed,
However, notwithstanding the peculiar views of a
small mizority of the clergy and laity, X am bappy to
believo that this matter is viewed with indifference by
the bulk of ocur paople, and that even many of those
whose views accord on most points with the incumbent
of St. James's, do not look upon the surplice as
the badge of a party,as some vrould wish tham to do,
but use it in the way 1 have bean in the habit of doiag,

And now, Rev. Sir, having inadvertently subjocted
myself to what 1 cannot but consider the ungracious
censure of a purtion cf the congregation of St. James'y, |
1 am willing to bear all the blame which A gase really
merils; but I most protest against the over-xeslous
and unfair efforts that bave been used to aggravate my
act into a designed offence. Can it ba posible that a
congregation so favored in regard to religious teachiog
as St. Jamnos's is reputed to be, should be 0 wanting to
themselves and uncharitabla to me, as to suppose, (and
that generally, as it is stated on authority) that 1 c~uld
be 2o lost to every sense of propriety and religion asto
go to tho House of Gad, on the Lord’s dsy, on » most
solemn and interesting occasion, in the presenco of my
Bushop, with tho premeditated and malicious intention
(at the msugation of anotber) of availing myaelf of my
sacred offico to wound tho feelings of the ministers and
members ¢f a large and intellizeat congregaticn ?
Surely this cannot be seriously or generally supposed
by the congregation of St. James! Ineverthelessfeel
sensibly thus attempt to injuro me in the estimation of
those whom I bave known #o long, and whcse regard X
value so highly.

10 apologiziog for occupying o much of your space,
1beg lcave to thank you, Rev.and dear Sir, for, the
courteous manner in which you have alluded to thie
matter,and 1must say it formsa gratifying contras
with the ungeterous conduct of your Kingston con-
temporaty. As I am by no means indifferent to a
« good roport” amoug my friende and scquaintances
throughout the Diocese, and particsiarly among my
former parisiioners in the Midland Distriet, I would
svail myself of this opportunity to amaro thens that my
views and principles as a minister of our venerable
Church, remain unchanged, and I pray God I mav be
cnabled, throngh grace, “ to continuo in the same unto
wmy life’s end."—1 renrgin, Rav. Sir, your faitbful ser-
vaut, 8SarLTERN Givins.

Springfield, Toronto Township,

17th September, 1855,

ADVANTAGES OF XMIGRATION TO NEW ZEALAND.
T the Editor of the Doncaster Gazelte.

Sir,—Having Iately roturned to England after a
residence of eighf years in Australia and New Zealand,
and wishing 10 make known the great advantages of-
fered to agricaltural Iabourers and otlier suitable ew-
igeants in the latter dolony, Iregaust tbat you will
insert the following statemaent reepecting the settiement
of Caaterbury 3

Thé two large islanda kaown a3 New Zaaland sre -
togefhor about equsl in extent te Great Brifain and '
Irelsnd. They are of vearly egual ize, and are sepas

80 to 90 miles. Politidally they are divided into the
#ix provinows of Auckland, New Plymeath, and Wel
Hupton on the northialand; and Neleon, Canterbury,
and Otago o the south island,

The Province of Cantarbury, weltled by the late
Canterbiury Association in December, 1830, ocouples
about one-third of the largs south fland, batweon tho
paraliole of 43 and 45 south latitude, andis Lounded
on tho north by the province of Neleon and on the
south by the province of Otago. The greater part of
the Province is occupled by the great range of snowy
wountaing, which extends from ngrih to soutls through-
cut the whole longth of the ieland, aad varies [n clava-
tion freng 7,000 to 12,000 feet. On the west coast the
mountaing approach ths sea 20 38 to leava very little
level country, aud at present no sottlements havo beon
formed there. The available pard f tho provine,
comprisidg about 4,000,000 acres, lies betweon the
oast coast and the suowy mountaing, and varies in
breadth froin 20 to 50 miles. The greater pact of it
consists of & very extenalvo plain, appearing to the eyo
quite level, but rhing gradually from the coast to tho
mountaing, whers itssurface is about 560 foet above the
lovel of the sea. At the northern and southern ox-
tremity of this plain the country consists of downs and
Lills of modarato height. Opposite the middls part of
the plain Banks Peninsula joins the enst coast. It is
about tho size of the Isle of Wight, and consiste of &
mass of volcanic mountaios from 2,000 to 8,000 fect
high, and containing the batbours of Port Lyttleton
and Aksroa, aud several otber inlets of the sea.

‘The province ae above described, withkiho excep-
tion of some swamps near the coast and of extensive
swawps on Banks Peninsuls aad small patches of for-
est on the plain, is an open country covered with
geass, aud in its wild stato estimated to be capablo of
supporting 1,000,000 sheep and 50,000 bead of cattle
The best soil is near the coast where thers is a trace
extonding about six miles inland, of alluvial deposit,
very fertile.  Near the mountains there is also good
soil. The middle part of the plain is the wurst, much
of it being stony and poar, and quite useless for agri,
ciyltural purposes, until the land becomios densely peo.
pled and land valuable. The province is well watered
by numerous rivory, the largest of which have their
sources in the snowy mountaine and flow acroes tho
piain in very wide beds—in some instances a mile wide.
At ordinary times tho water is admirably transpavent
and pure, and flows swiftly in several comparatively
narrow channels, fordable on borscback, through the
bed of gravel or shingle. Inthe heavy floods,’ occa-
sioned generally by the melting of the enow in sum-
mer, tho whole river bed is covered by a torrent of
muddy water, and is quite impassable. Near the moua.
tains the river beds lie several bundred feot below tho
level of the plain, aud are bounded on each sido by &
succession of derraces or steps, with intervening strips
oflevel ground. For a few miles before reacling the
sca somo of theze rivers flow gently into cne deep
channel, and arc navigable for small coasting vessls,
Soms of the small rivers, such as the Avon, upon which
the town of Christchurch is eituated, rise within ten
miles of the coast by very copious springs, and receiv-
ing very little vurface water, ncver become turbid or
flooded, and vary very little in extent of water through-
out the year.

The Climate of Canterbury is remarkably bealthy
and temperate, but it is not considered so agreeable as
that of Nelson or of the north island, owing to the
prevalence of strong north-west winds during the apring
aud early summer montbs : though coming aver the
range of snowy mountaics they are always warmep
gnd drier than the winds from other quarters, and may
perhaps owe these properties to the great Austealian
desert, which is slated about 1500 miles off in a
straight line.  The bighest range of the thermometor
observed by me during three summers was 91 ° in the
shade for a fow hours in one day. Daring a hot wind
in Australia, Fatirenheit's themometer in the shade fre-
quently rises to 105 ©, and sometimes to 1315°. The
autamn and winter weather is for the most part calm
and serene like September weather in England, ex-
cept during July and Avgust, when strong gales from
the south-west and heavy rains are prevalent. Sharp
white frosts occur at night frequently, but black frosts
are unknown. There avo usually twoor three #light
falls of snow during the winter, but it never remaing
throughout the day except on the hills. The summers
are longer thau in England, but long continued
droughts are never oxperienced, and ibe crops.are
twors certain than in Anstralia.  Thers ja loss thunder
and lighining and sultry weather than in England,
tho bottest weather is wsually accompanied by a re-
freshing breeze, and labouring men, ssy they can get.
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