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When something which seems ** im-
possible to men” is required of you,
say to yourself “ Nothing is impossible
to God.”
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How shameful it is, that a soul crea-
ted for God should have suchan incli-
nation after self-idolatry. You must be
humbled, suspect yourself, and make

use of this unforturate propensity, to|

lower your opinion of yoarself, and per-
form genecously and ‘'ravely all that
the Spirit of God requires of you.

Be discouraged at nothing; carry
yourself humbly in your inequalities,
your weaknesess and pains; bless God
with as much fervour for the progress
others may make in virtue, asif it were
vour own progress.  Neither be dis-
heartened by the agitation of self-love:
let it pass without condescending to
notice it. )

In the impatient reaction of your
spirit, when it fecls ashamed of the past,
you act like the foolish goldsmith, who,

secing his gold melted in the crucible, |

threw it away, helieving all lost. Hard
as the trial may be, if you willingly
bear it, it will be useful to you, if faith-
fully sustained, without discouragement
Chiefly fear offending God deliberately.

Light faults, into which we have care-
lessly fallen. though easy to repair, chill |
our love when they become habitual, if |

they dwell in our hearts as the Serip-
ture says, “Dead flies corinpt the
sweetness of the ointment.”*

Purify your conscience then most
carefully from the faults of the day. Let
wot sin remain in your heart: little as
it may be; ¥, darkens the light of grace,
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rcomm mion which ought to be held
Pwith Christ Jesus: and in proportion as
fwe bezome luikewarm, we forget God
; more, and arc more axccted by the crea-
{turc. Qn the contrary, an upright soui,
i which abases iiseil, and 1ises again af-
Lter the smallest foults, is always fervent
' and steady.

God makes us feel our weakness,
only that he may give us his strength :
whatever is inveluntary ought not to
'disturb us. The onc thing needful is,
.never to act against the light within;
and to be wiiling to follow as far as
God leads.

‘E.rh'acls from the Private Lelters of
i Fenelon, Archbishop of Cambray.
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LETTER 41.

| Beat peace, M-——. Sensible de-

Elight does not depend upon yourself.—
i All “you are responsible for is your in-
; clination. Let God have this without
!reserve. The question is, not whe-
“ther you feel a relish for piety, but
. whether you will acquiesce in the di-
‘vine will.  Know your own faults
separate yourself fiom them ; abandon
selfish thoughts. Love God more than
'yonyeglf; . and his glory better than
| lifax; =t deast so desire to love him, and
' pray for thiat perfect love. God will
| lowe:yom, ahd plant his peace in the
"depths of;your jheart. This is the

i
t

' subjeet:of :my -pleger to bim for yow, .
and” } wotld rimuch to obtein
“it. S '
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