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loat & few votes on account of his national
achool measure, but this simply detracted from
tho large majority who declared for tariff re-
form, Theo fact is castorn people appear to bo
much moro visibly affected over the Manitoba
school quostion than are tho peoplo of this pro-
vince. If aa election wero to tako place in
every coustituency in Manitoba avonce, tho
school question would not be a factor in desid-
ing the result. Manitoba regards the school
question as sottled. It is only in tho East that
it is regarded as a living issuo, or a matter to
be quarreled over. Both the candidates in the
Winaipeg conteat professed the same policy re-
gording the achool question, which ahows the
folly of connecting the question in any way
with the result of tho contest hore. If castern
people want further proof of the fact that the
taniff was the only issue in tho Winaipeg con.
test. we refer them to Mr Hugh J. Macdonald,
This gentleman stated publicly that *‘the tide
of tariff reform had proved too wmuch for
them.” Other influential Conservatives hero
admitted freely that a tariff reform wave
had swept over thom. No other reason can
honestly be given to explain the situation,

FINAL C20P ESTIMATES.

Tho final crop bullstin for 1893, was published
on Monday by the Manitoba department of agri.
culeure. It is compiled from returns received up
to the firat of the present month. The report
shows that tbe Red river valley has this year
been the most productive part of the province,
all crops showing a larger yield in tha Red
river districts than in any other sections of
Manitoba. The yield of cereal crops, all
around, falls below the estimate made in the
August bulietin, the fioal estimate being 15 56
bushels per acre for wheat, making a total crop
of 15,615,923 bushels, or over 3,000,000 bushels
lers than the August estimate. Deducting the
quantity of wheat already marketed, from the
total crop, after allowing for local requirements
for seed and bread, and there would remain
only about 3,500,000 bushels in farmers’ honds
for marketing during the balance of the season.
These final figures are probably not far astray,

The oat crop, like wheat, falls short of the
August estimate, und the total crop is now
placed at a little short of 10,000,000 bushels.
This is not so very much less than the total

srop of last yeur as is generaily sapposed, The
average yield of oats last yeur was placed at
35 bushels per acre, while this year the Decem.
ber bulletin makes the average yield only 25.28
bushels per acre. But the zcreage is consider-
ably greater this year than last, so that even
with this large reduction in the average yield,
the total crop, according to the official report,
is only a million and a half or ¢0 less than last
year. If this estimate is approximately cor-
rect, there ahould be abundauce of oats for
home consuraption, as a considerable quantity
were exported from last year’s crop, while
there has beea uo exporting of oats this year,
owing to prices being held far above an export
basis.

The barley crop, while placed at an average
yield of 2211 bushels per acre, as compared
with 29 bushels per acro last year, is about as
large in the aggregate as the crop of 1892,

owing to the larger acreago this year, tha total
crop beiog placed at 2,647,000 bushels, as com.
pared with 2,831,000 bushels last year, If tho
official estimate of the oats and barley crop is
near the mark, thoro would appear to be
no reason for tho comparatively high prices of
oats this year.

Othor paragraphs in the bulletin stato that
a largo urea of fall plowing is done; that thero
is an abundanco of hay in stack; and that
farm buildiog improvemeats ian the province
this year aggregated $1,050,000,

FAKIR ADVEETISING SCHEMES,

Mapny ionovalions aro resorted to in theso
days, by retail merchants particularly, to gain
custons, dMany of the plaas adopted do not
scem legitimate, from a strict business point of
view, nor in keeping with the dignity of a
large wercantilo establishment.  Tho object,
however, is to do business, and few busiocss
men would staud striotly upon their digaity
when the object is to gain trade. A great
mapy peopls like novelty, innovation and
humbug., Some people will be attracted by
features v ich are mnot atriotly legitimate
modes of a. vertising more quickly than they
would be by apy plan the merchant could
adopt to draw custom in a plain busincsshike
way. Henco novel and what may even be
classed as fakir schemes aro resorted to, even
by reputable houses, in order to draw trade,
without regard to the dignity or business taste
of the thing. Perhaps it is not well to
stand tuo firmly upon the dignity of trade, Lut
there is still ethics in business which it would
be well to observe. From the strictly business
point of view, these various inmovations for
drawing custom are unseemly, uadignitied, and
pot in keeping with the straightforward, ster-
ling way in which business should be done, A
concert accompaniment to a retail store trade,
may be a great stroke of business for drawing
custom, but in every other respeot it is thor-
oughly unbusinesslike, and smaks too much of
the saloon style of ‘‘booming" trade. It is to be
regrotted that the tendency of the times is to ro-
gort to fakir schemes to draw trade, to the detri-
ment of that dignity and good business taste
which should be a feature of a great meroaantile
establishment. Nos. ithstandiog the appareat
success of some of these novel ways of end2avor-
1ng to gain custom, we cannot but believe thata
plain, commonsense, businesslike and reason-
ably dignified way of conducting a large retail
establishmeut, will in the end produce the best
results, To, believe otherwise would show a
very poor opiion of the intelligence of the
people.

WHEAT MAKES &00D PORK.

Some people in Manitoba profess to beliove
that wheat is not a saitable grain for feeding
live atock. -Ozcasionally in the pa-t statements
have been made to this effeor. Oae year in
particular, there was considerable mortality
among hogs in some sections of Maaitoba, and
it was at oncoe attributed to feeding wheat.
Tee CoMMEHXCIAL alwaye advocated the feeding
of low grade wheat at'home, in preference to
selling it at the low price usually obtainable.
In & year of low prices like $he present, even

chaice wheat could ba fed to live stock, move
profitably than to sell it at current market
values. This {s what is being doae in some
scctions in the United States. By our ox-
changos we see that large (uaatities of even
high grade wheat ate beiog fed to hogs and
other live stock, and that right in the corn seo.
tions too. Iv is claimed that there is moro
money in feeding it than ia selling the grain,
If thisis truo in seotions of the United States,
whero the prico of wheat is' highor than hero,
and where there is abundaace of cora feod,
how much moro profitable it would be {n Maat.
toba, to feed the grain instead of selling it. At
presont prices, our choice No. 1 hard wheat
would almost double its valuo, if marketed in
the form of fat hogs.

As rogavds the bellef which has oxisted to
some extent, that wheat is not a suitable food
for live atock, this impression is being correot.
ed by experience. Of course the grain should
not bo fed recklessly, and common sense, com.
bined with some koowledge ol feeding stocl,
is necessary to obtala the best results, In the
year above mentioned, during which a number
of hogs died in Manitoba, thero is no doubt but
that wheat killed some of these hogs, but it
was not the fault of the wheat eo much as the
foolish way ian which the grain was fed. Oae
case, in which a farmer bad lost a number of
hogs, was investigated by a representative of
Tue CoMMEnCIAL, and {t was discovered that
‘the hogs had been fed upon a straight diet of
raw wheat, and they had been constantly given
all they could stuff of the grain, This was ua.
reasonable feeding. Another farmer, a nsigh-
bor of the one ficat meationed, noticed that his
hegs were taken with similar symptoms. He
had also been over feeding, but he curtailed the
rattons for awhile and fed roots freely, wich the
result that his animals scon came around all
right. There is no doubt but that care should
be vsed in feoding wheat, but this is also true
of any other grain, where it is fed heavily, or
almost exclusively.

Toronto Dey Gaods Trade.

New cotton fabrics man factured by Canad.
ian mills are now being pasced into stock, and
imported cottons will be arriviog in the course
of a weck, New spring woulluns, such as
tweeds aud sarges, have afso been delivered to
local housas. Knitted goods will be delivered
later an  Cwnadian woollen mulls are vow re.
ceiving repeat orders from wholesale houses,
One local house placed a repeat order this week
runoing into several thousaud dollars. They
are also booking orders from the clothing trade
for goods to be delivered in autumn, 1894.
Orders placed indicate that the ready-mude
c.othing business is increasing. This is attri.
buted to the butter clazs of garments sow turaed
out by the clothiers, and also 1o the incressing
excellence of the materials.—Empire.

S. C. Matthews, of Matthews, Yowers & Co.,
wholesalc men’s furnisnings, Montreal, arrived
in Winnipeg this weck, and after a few days
spent in the city, started on his usual journey
through the country westward, with spring
and summer samples. Mr. Matthews states
that tho trade of his firm has grown rapidly,
and they now have travellers in every province
of Canada, from the Atslantic to the Pacific.
‘The priacip'ec upon which the house does busi.
noss is ‘*ono price and atrict observance of
terms,’ and on these principlus, combined with
-ui:lable goods, they have worked up thoir
srade,
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