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Growth of the Great West.

The Mississippi river has G00 afiluents whose
couraes are marked upon the map, and a draia-
age area of 1,257,515 square miles. The trav-
eler, embarking npon a steamboat, cansail from
Pittsburgh, 4300 wmiles, to Fort Beatoa, Moat.,
and from Minneapolis, 2200 wules, to Port
Eads, on the Gulf of Mexico. Should he
choose to oxtend his voyaga to the head of
navigation upon its forty-tive nivigable tribut.
aries, his oatward journey would exceed 16,000
miles, through 23 Statesand Territories of the
Unioa.

This stependous water system is_equivalant
to a land lucked harbor, an estuary, or an arm
of the sea, penetrating into the North Ameri.
can continent farther than from New York to
Liveipool, with a coast liue of 32,000 miles,
having hundreds of pupulous towus and cities,
and innamerable pacts aud havens, from wtich
the agricultural aud manufactur:d products of
one-thurd of the arable surfaco of the United
States can be shipp :d to all pasts of the globe,
‘The territory which it draius is considerably
larger than contral Europe. Lyiog whoily in
the temperate zone, equally removed from the
languors of the tropics and the rigors of the
pole, its climate favorable to health and longe.
vity, its calcareous soil adapted to every varie-
ty of agriculture, it is the region whero the cle.
ments of proep:rity are most abuudant and
stable, and the conditiuns of happiness most
permanant and secure, amoog the habitations
of men.

QOac hundred ycars sgo, the pioneers from

New Eongiaud, the advance guard of the great .

column of Auglo.Saxon imwmigration thav has
during the interval marched to the DPacitic,
abolishing the fconticr and conquering the des.
ert, descended the western slopes of the Alle.
ghenies intw the valley of the Ohio aud disap
peared into its solitudes. Chicago, Civcinnati
und St. Louis were outposts of civilization, eox-
poscd to the brand and the tomahawk. A few
log huts, trading stiti.ns and miss:on-houses
were scattered aling the crumbling baoks of
the rivers and in the profound depths of the
forests. There were acither highways nor
public conveyances, cummmerce, agriculturo sor
manufactures; vo schools, churches nor society;
nothing but uature and its vicissitudes, the
savage and his prey. From that uasurveyed
wildeiness, in less than a century, 21 States
have been admitted into the Union, haviog an
area of S00,000,000 acres, a population of
mote than 35,000,000, and wealth boyond meas-
urement or computation, Sparacly inhabited,
with rude and unscientific methode, its resourc-
¢s hardly touched, tho States of tho Mississippi
Valley last yrar produced more than threc.
quarters of the sogar, cosl, corn, iron, tats,
wheat, cotton, tobacco, leal, hay, lumber,
wool, pork, beef, horses and mules, of the ca.
tiro country, together with a large fraction of
its gold aud sitver. Their internal commerco
is already greater than all tho foreigu com.

merce of tho combined nations of the earth.
China supports 400,000,000 pcople upda an
area sinaller and lese fertile. The civilizition
of K:yp*, whose monuments have for 40 cen.
turies oxcited the awe and admiration of man-
kind, was nourished by the cultivation of less
than 10,000 squara miles, in the nairow valley
and delta of the Nile. The Jelta of the Rhiae,
aud the adjacent lands reclaimed from the
Zuyder Zse, less than 15,000 r}'guaro niiles, have
long sustained the United Kiagdom of the
Netherliuds, and givea to a dense population
wealth, comfort and contentment. ‘The delta
of the Mississippi, below its jun:tion with the
Ohio, richer than the Nile or the Rhins, ex.
ceeds the combined area of Hollaad and Egypt,
and is destined, under the stimulus of free labor
ani the insentives of self-government, to build
» fabric of eosiety more opalent and enduring.

Add to this the inexbhaustible alluvion of the
streams above, and the fertile prairier fiom
which they descend, and the arithmetic of the
pr=t has no logarithms with which to compute
the problems of the economic and commercial
futuro of the west. It will bo predominant in
the development, not of this couatry a'one, bat
of the hemisphere, and will give direction to
the destinies of the human race.

" When the first furcow was broken on the
prairies of 1lllioois, thiere was not an iron
ploughshare in the world. Men ara yet liviog
who might have secen the firat steamboat 0a
western waters, on her trial trip from Pites.
burgh, ia 1811, and who were ia active life
when the first passenzer rode in a railway
train, and the first telegraphic despatch was
sent. The carly settlers of Missoari had to de-
pead on flint and tinder for fire., Most of the
inventions in machinery, pearly all the appli-
ances for comfort and convenience, were un-
known to the pioneers of the west. Thoir vic.
tories were won with few of the methods and
devices now regarded as indispensablo in even
the humblest walks of life. When its agricul-
tural, mining and manufacturing resources are
fully developed by steamn and electricity, the
Missiesippi valley will support aud enrich,
wichout crowdiag, 500,000,000 ptople, and be
not only the granaty, bui the workshop of tho
planet. —Chicago Industrial World.

Alaska Pins, .

Tho pame of Alaska pine given to what has
herctofors been known as Washington hemlock
is apt to bo confusing, as nonc ¢i the lambee
will como from Alaska—at lost for a good
many years. Alaska has a wood which itisnot
improbable may somo day have o commercial
value. This is known as Alagka cedar, but it
has nonw of the characteristics of ccdar, It is
close grained wood, white, with a ycllow tint,
and much heatier than cedar. It is the wood
used by the Indians of that region for the
building of their canoes and is unliko any wood
of more southern latitudes.—Minncapolis
Lumberman.

The Valencia Baising Markef

Although a very large quantity of Valencias
wus again advertised for ea'e on Wednesday,
o really good demand prevailed, and by far the
greater bulk of the fruit found buyers at very
full prices. The position of this article is as
difficult to forecast as usual, and it must be ad-
mitzed that the Am.rican proverb of *‘Dun’t
prophesy uunless you know" holds gaod far more
in the matter of Valencias than with any other
article of produce. It may further be said of
Valenciag, that no one dous “know,” and there-
fore it is mout unsafo for avyone to prophesy.
The reports of those who are, or at least should
be, best informed oo the subject, differ so ma.
terially that the who'e question is one of more
or less doubt. There appears to be a consensus
of opinion, however, that thecropis in theclose
neighborhood of 30,000 tons, and that probably
nearly two-thirds of it ate by thia time shipped,
orin prozess of shippiog. The nation which is
responsible for the above mentioned proverb is,
contrary to expoctatioos, to alarge extent re.
tponsible also for having kept the marketas
steady as has lately been the case. | It has for
some time past beea accepted as an inevitable
result of the McKiunley tariff, that Spaish raisias
would before long cease to be resquired io the
United States 5 and it was expactod that this
season the demand for thil. conatry would have
shown a very serious falling-off. Up to the
present time, however, America and Canada
have taken between 5,000 and 6,000 tons, and
the lategt reports from New York are to tho
effect that the prospects for future business are
good. Two reasous have no doubt been at
work to bring about this result : the ticst being
tho unusually good quality of the Spanish fruit,
and the sccond, and probably the most import.
ant, the “ring” or *‘combination,” which was
entered into by those engaged in the C lifornisn
raisin trade to kecp up prices to a fixed point
duriog the early part of the seavon. Whilethe
operations of this ring remain in force there is
agood chance for the Spanizh growers to get
in their fruit, and they aro paturally taking
overy advantage of it in the fall kaowledgo
that withont the American demand they would
have to force off upon the older consuming
couatrics 8 weight of fruit which would eauso
ia them a serious and unusnal depression.
With tho stock left over, and tho vessels just
at hand, therc is au ample supply for the Eng-
lish markets for the immediate future, but it
is reported that the quantity afloat is only
limited, as, daring the tow prices of a fortoight
ot 50 age, shipments fell off very contiderably,
the growers being unwilling at that time to
send on more fruit for fear of causing a further
depression in prices. It remains to be scen
how far the cochancement of values which has
since been brought about will induce the farm-
ors and merchants in Spain to send on further
important comsigameants, which will beyoad
doubt Lo required to meet the demand that
provails.— Produce Markels Review.



