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a dleinn( lias been nmade by labor 'for
greater renuneration, eniployers were. le-s
aîble to continue curremît rates than at al
previous tine. Hemîce tîme apparent con
fliet between capital and labor. Labor
always (lesirous o! seliing itself as dcairly
as pos3ible, amui capitail anxious to, iiake
the iîoýt out of labom'.

Rates of wages, recogîiized lîout-s of
lubor, the eiiiîployiîa at o! ,,îolnen amuI
cliildrcn iii ini(ustrial l)ui-suits, are ai.
mîmtters wvlicli afli.ect bý th labor and
capital. Souine of tîmese points hiave benî
frequently mande the subject o! legislatiomi
iii dilfrrent coumitries, togethl witlî the
questioni of tme samitary condition o!
factories, etc. Altogetl îr it is pletsing
te know tîmat a vcry great improveim.'ît
lias takea plaîce in maany respects, cou-
ceri'ng the conîditioni o! labor, broughit
about by tlîe force o! public opinion anid

legislative enlactuilemt, still tliere is ra
rooin for iiiiproveimcnt, ii 'soîie couin-
tries o! course more tlîan otliers. ITa spite
of comapetitioxi, there lias beeni a steady
inîclinationî to sliortea tlîe 11îours o! labor;
te regulate or restrict thîe wvorking o!
young chiidrea iii facteries, amuI to uin-
pr-ove tlîe samitsry conitions surrouiding"
Iaboî' generally. Ia timis field tîmere is
legitiniate scope for legisiative cmactîient.
ii Aurtralia, eiglit Iours constitute a
recgmiiize(l day's wvork, amui the custoin is
said to wvork wvell. Ili Eur'ope the tenid-
emîcy is steadily in tlîe directioni o! shoi'ter
liours o! labor. Th'Ie Londion Ecoizomist
rccently stated its belief that eiglit lioîîrs
would ultiîmately ho ecgi/edi as a <lay's
wvork. It is better, however, tliat the
tendency te, siiortemi lours o! labor be
.îllowed to dt.vel0p. ratlier tîxai to foi-ce
sucli resuit b)y olliei'îi en:îmtiieiîts. Ail
this goes te shiow, tlîît labor occupies a
favorable position tW that it once (Iid, and
that~ tîme riglits o! labor arc Uecoiaing
niore fully recogiiized. Besides this, cin-
iloyem's are ieiîngta Icarmi flint vl

nourislied workien wvill dIo as intîcl in
ciglit or wee u-, asiffirmite meunte
c ta do iii a longer period o! time.

ini industrial pur-suits amakes the labor
questiom, mia internîationial one. Thîis lias
been recognized iii tue proposais txi lold,
.a international labo- conference in
Switzcrlaad, in the furtlmcîamîce o! ,,vlicli
tlîe Swviss President is tmm.ing an active
part. A pmZogi-trîme lias been outlined
for the considenition o! the labor preblein,
at this coaferface, umider five princ'ipal
hecads. These ar'e. Tlîe prohibitionî o!

Sunday labor ; the fixing of a iiiuitii
of age for the adisionSOl f thildren int>
factorica ; the fixing of a minimum Ijîniit
of a working day for younig persons -, the
p)rohlibition of the eînployînet of Wvollnen
and y oung perîsuniiin h1beciaIll unlmealtlîy
Or- daigerous cahîsand thI hîîitatiîu.
of night~ work for woniîCI *iui( yotflg
personis.

I t is <p.cstiouiable if a set of ridesý can
bc adoptcd 4.t, timis confcrencc %' hiclh .;ill
bc mnade law throîîglout Europe. Stili
the discussion of the subject iii its varions

phase-s cannot aut pr-ove very heneficial
ta the cawws uf labor at larg-ýe. li Great
Britaiin labor occupies a favorable position
in comnparison with the Eur-op)ean colin-
tries. Suiday labor and the cnmploymîîent
of wvounen and children iii factories,
sanitary conditions, etc., hîave already re.
ceived couisidîcrabIe legisiative attention
in Britaimi, but on the continent Suinday
labor st.ill Iargely prevails. It is to bc
hoped the conference niay be the icans
of securing one day's rest iii seven for
lal>or, ais wvell as dirccting attention to
other abusu~ iii s.ilî a mnuel* as to secure
tlîeir more'speedy reinoval. 'Tle exaniple
of Great Britain should teachi the cin-
ployers of labor in Europe that they are
not likely to lose by the abolition of
Sunday labor, evn wvitlî a continuation
of the saie rate-s of wagécs for six day's
%vork, as is nw paid for soven day's '%ork
iii tic week. As in the case of sîmorter
lîours, so it wvill pi-ove in regard to Sun-
(lay lahor. The mien wl'mo have a ucli
needed rest one day in seven, Nvill as a
mile hlave better cnpacity for wvork during
the six days in which they l:îbor, ind iii
tie end wvill bc able to accoînplisli as
inuchi.

INTERNATIONAL RAILWAY TRAFFIC.
Tt seemus that after ail the threats of

shutting out the Canadian railwvays froni
the United States, and the bowling against
the Canadian road-, hy a portion of the
press o! the United States, the wvlole
matter is te bc alloved to drop. At any
rate tîmere sèems to bc little prospect of
aîiy caily interfereîîce witlî the railwvay
situation, as concersis Caniadian roads.
The fact of the matter is, that the United
States Govertament could not shut out
the Canadian roads without doin- an
en.ormou-, injury to i'ast interests in its
own country. The niatter wvas all ri-ht
enough as a popular cry in sections of
the country, for a timne, but a litt.e iii-
vesti-atioîî of tie question bas shoîva
that the iî.jury %ahich would bc inflicted
upon large sections of the U3nited States,
by any action agaiîmst the Canadian roads,
would ho far greater than the harîn whieh
could bc donc t> Canada. Of course, the
Canadian ronds îvould suifer severely,
were they et off' froni tlîe;r connections

in the United States, but at tluo sainme
tinme, vast commercial intercsits and groat
eomnnercial centres: in tîme UJnited States
would ilso bc seriotusly afl'ected thcrcby.
Ail the wny froîn .Portland, Oregon, to
BJoston, on the Atlantic coat, tiiere arc
many iuitercst9 wvhiclî wou!d be injured
by shutting out Canadian railvay coin
petition, and fromn tliese a strong protest
wvas senît out ngailist any interference
withi tlîe existing order of tlîings. There
are certain railway andjother interests in
the U'nited States whicbi, froin sellish
motives, wotîld like to sec the Canadian
roads sliet out. Tlîey would like te Uc
frecd froin the competition of the Cana-
dian -oads. But opposed to this is a
great comm~iercial interest, wvbich is largely
dependent uipon tlîe Canadiiîn roads for
railway competition and hUerai freiglît
rates. Besides, certain United States
ronds, such as the Michîigan Central, Ver.
nmont Central, Northern Pacific, etc.,
have coqnnections in Canada, froni whicb
tlî4.y could Uc eut of-, by retaliation oa
the part of Canada, zhould such a course
be takzen naainçt the Canadian ronds biav-
ing connections in the United States.

One o! the questions in connection
with the railway situation, wvas in the
free transit of cars betwcen tlîe two
countries. The collector nt Detroit, wîo,
appears te, bc o! a pugîîacious disposition,
seenied very anxious to interfere witlî
the passage of Canadian cars inito the
country. le lias appealed on two or
three occasions to the lîead o! bis de-
partmnent, iii the matter o! liaving a tax
placpd on cnîpty freighit cars coming into
the country. To tlîis Eecretary WVindon,
lias replied to the eifect tlîat the depart-
ment doës not deem it iii the public in-
tercst te disturb a practice wvhieh bas
coîitinued in force without interruption
for over t'venty years. Thmis wvould secam
te indicate tîmat thîe railway situation
along the border is not likcly te ho inter-
fercd with.

For fear, howcver, tlîat somne steps
miglît be taken iii the matter of taxiing
freiglit cars, the Boston Chamnher of Coin-
merce preparcd strer.- resolutions againiit
any such action, as grcatly prejudicial te
the commercial chmd railway initercats of
Newv England. li the wvest, St. Paul
and 'Minineapolis would protest strongly
agais mî im reece witli the raiiway
competitian wvUicli thpy enjoy, via their
Sault Ste 'Marie route, e.onnecting witlî
tlîe Canadian Pa-Zific, and te whiclî route
tlîey are indebted for their independence
o! the Chmicago coîubiatîon of railways.

In connection witlî the question of
placing a tax upon Canadian cars used in
the United States, it is claimied that
more United States cars are used iii
Canada than Canadian cars in the former
country. Thiis %îîuul-1 more than balance
the matter in favor of tic United States,
and render the imposition of a duty upon
Canadian cars sinmply i step in tlîe direc-
tion of the restriction pelicy proposed to
be adopted against Canadian roads, re-

grdiing bonding privileges.


