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THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Saturday, Aug. 23.

Business throughout the
steady and without special featy
All interest Is centred In the progress
of the grain crops towards maturity
This process Is now about complete,
und harvesting has commenced in
many districts. Next week will see
large amount of cutting done if the
weather keeps fine. A heavy rain on
Sunday night last and a showery Mon-
day retarded the crops a little, but
since then the weather has been fine.
In wholesale circles fall trade Is ab-
sorbing most of the attention and
promises to be large. Values are re-
markably steady. Building operations,
rallway construction and public im-
provements are all engaging much at-
tention, and labor is well employed in
these linas. The export movement of
te from the western ranges Is in-
creasing, and is a favorable feature of
the business situation. Prices are good
at shipping points as compared with
other years. Bank clearings at Win-
nipeg are stlll showing Increase as
compared with other years, and inter-

est rates hold at 5% to 7 per cent.

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Winnipeg, Aug. 23,
(All quotations, unless oth i A=
fied, are wholesale for such quantities
a8 are usually taken by retail dealers,
and are subject to the usual reductions
on lu’e Quantities, and to cash di
counts,

BUILDING MATERIAL.

The season is now at its height, and
large quantities of material are being
u

for deliy here, and at all
polnts in the Prices are un-
changed, V' Rubble st

qu

00 per cord; $5.50 per
cord; broken stone, per cubiz
yard; brick, kiln run, $0 per thousand;
yeneer, §11' per thousand; white lime.,
20c per bushel; grey lime, 20¢  per
bushel.
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BOOTS AND SHOES.

The market for the various lines
embraced under this head Is steady,
and prices hold firm.

Advices from factor

State that they are

have a greatly increa

western business in hand,

not show much change.
CURED MEATS,

The market for cured meats Is active
A8 is usual at this time of the year
and as supplies of hogs are none too
plentiful the market Is firm. We quote
Hams, sugar cured, 1414 to 15c per Ib,
breakfast bacon bellles, 154 ba
Me; spiced rolls, short, 118

Styles do

0 ; dry salt

ear, 12c; d
lard, tins, 11%c;
20-1b palls, $2.50;
T00; 5-b. tins,
7 . tins, §7.75. Barrel pork,
heavy mess, $20; summer sausage, Tlhe
r 1b.; pork sausage, fic; bologna, 71

pickled pigs feet, in kits, $1.

age casing, 40c.

) saus-

FISH.

There is a good demand for fish, and
frices remain unchanged, as follows:
hitefish, Be per Ib.; pickerel, 4o per
Ib.: pike, 2lc; trout, 10c; ‘salmon,
12%c; halibut, 1lc; fresh cod, Tc per
Ib.; “fresh haddock, mackerel, 13
r_doz.; Labrador he
ring, per barrel, $4.25; salt mackerel,
1.80 per kit; Holland herring, in kits,
1.00; Digby chicks, 18¢ per Ib.; bone-
lees fish, Bl%e b,

FARM MACHINERY

Shipments >f harvesting machinery
are now about all out. The trade has
been larger han ever before and a
business is look-
3 difficulty in securing
machinery has curtalled the business
somewhat with some agencies. Th: #h -
er business s becoming actly und
shipping I8 in progress. Wagon trade
Is good. With an open fall and dry
weather there should be a good fall
plow trade. Values in nll these lnes,
are of course, not changing at present

THE

but they are very firm and well Inform-
1 people in the trade look for a gen-

eral advance in  prices next year.
Wholesale houses here are all making
preparations for an increase of busi-
T next year and several of them
are providing more warehouse accom-
modation,

G

EEN FRUITS.
fruits  of all kinds are in
and. The market is steady
for most lines. Washington box ap-
ples now in the market at $2.00
v A car of Ontarlo apples ar-
lay, which is sooner than was
expected, but they are scarcely ripe
and should not have been shipped.
Some cheap Washington plums have
been offering this week, selling at $1.35
here, but most retail men
better  ctock  at  $1.50.
are as  follows: —Oranges,
$5 to §6 per case; California lemons, $6
per  case; bananas, $2.70 to $3 per
bunch; box apples, $2; barrel apples,
$6.00; watermelons, per dozen, $4 to
pineapples, §

Green
1

$1.5

pears, §3 per box; cocoanuts, 90c per
dozen.  Vegetables—Tomatoes, $1.25
per basket; Egyptian onions, 4%c, in
single sacks, and 4%c In five sack lots;
Ioney, per Ib., 14c in 60-lb. tins; in
glasses $2.25 per dogen; apple clder per
gallon, 35c; Imperial maple syrup in
gallon tins, $12.50 per dozen; in haif-
gallon tins, $6.00; quarts, $3.60.

GROCERIES,

It now seems to be accepted beyond
doubt that the pack of tomatoes will
ery much less than an average
crop reports indicating that the
weather has been such as to.retard the
ripening process to an extent which

ukes it certain that not more than
per cent of the usual erop will be
packed and some place the quantity
us low as 25 per cent, Some packers

redicti matoes wiil reach
en before the end
same conditions
which have thus reduced the pack of
tomatoes are uffecting corn, but not
to the same extent, although it is pro-
buble that this line will also advance
in price. Valencla raisins have ad-
vanced since the market opened, and
are now quoted at from 10 to 15c per
case higher than first figures, owing
to the fact that the crop has been In-
Jured seriously by hot suns. Currants
are reported to be about up to the
averuge and as the season is pretty
well advanced 1t I8 scarcely likely
that any serious setback will occur to
this condition. Sugars and
other staples are steady. Prices for
wholesale lots at Winnipeg are given
on another page,

HARDWARE.

Demand for all seasonable lines of
hy alls, bullding pa-
per and structural material is in par.
teularly good request, and ~vholesale

ouses have about all the business in
these lines they can handle. Factorles

« all running about up to their capa-
city und have no surplus stocks to
speak of. Advices from iron and steel
centres note u slackening in the de-
mand for these materials which may
have some effect upon the markets
later on. W le prices for hard-
ples at Winnipeg will be found

ware sty
on another page.

RAW FURS.
We quote prices as _follows :
Badger, prime 25c to_ §1; s
black, small, $5 to $15;
black, large, $15 to $25; brown, la

§15 to §22; beaver, small, $1.50 to §3,
beaver, middling, $3 to $5; beaver,
$7.50; fisher, $4 to $0;
160; fox, cross, $5
50; lynx, §2
dark, $6 to §10;
large, brown, $4.00 to $7;
marten, large, light pale, $3.50 to §5;
mink, §1 to §3; musquash, winter, 8¢
to Te; musquash, spring, 4c to 9¢; ot-
ter, §6 to §12; skunk, 25c to $1.25,
wolf, timber, $1.50 to §3: wolt, prairie,
b0c to 1$.50; wolverine,52 to $5. The
above prices are those obtalned In
‘Winnipeg for prime skins only.

BCRAP.

We quote: No. 1 cast iron, free from
wrought and malleable, $13 to $14 per
ton; No. 2, 85 to $6 per ton: wrought

iron scrap, $6 per ton; heavy copper,
7c per pound: red brass, heavy, 714c
per pound; light brass, Gc to 6 per
pound; lead pipe or tea lead, 2 to 2lye

COMMERCIAL

per pound; rags, country mixed, 50c
ker 100 pounds; rubbers, free from
rivets, buckles and arctics, 4gc per
pound: zinc scrap, lc per pound; bones
clean, dry and bleached, 2c per dozen;
pints, 16¢ per dogen.

—

GRAIN AND MILLING.

WHEAT—The wheat mar'.cts dur-
ing the past week have been character-
ized by dullness in cash wheat, but at
the same time a nervous, mostly ac-
tive, and uncertain business in the
September options in the American
speculative markets. Old wheat in
position for immediate delivery is com-
paratively scarce and up till this week
prices for it have kept up well. There
Is, however, a large crop of spring
wheat In the American and Canadian
Northwest, a great deal of which is
already saved in the southern districts,
and with every day of good harvest
weather now there is so much more
made safe. The prospect of this large
crop has prompted very free short sell-
ing by professionals In the speculative
markets for future delivery, especlally
for the months of September and De-
cember, and this selling forward has
pushed prices down to what seems un-
necessary and unreagonable figures,
This phase of the situation is now be-
ginning to strongly influence the price
of old wheat for Immediate delivery,
“s was shown yesterday in the Min-
neapolis market by a drop of 8¢ per
bushel in the price of cash wheat there.
Millers cannot keep selling flour at
previous prices In face of much cheap-
er wheat belng offered to them for de-
livery in the almost immediate future ;
hence the prices of old wheat must
80 down to meet the price at which
the new can be purchased. BExcept for
the weakness In the speculative mar-
kets for future delivery the wheat situ-
ation seems comparatively strong. The
world’s visible supply of wheat and
flour on 1st August as complled

conjointly by three of the leading grain
lr% papers In Europe and America
whi

make a specialty of this com-

The aggregate supplies in all positions
therefore, In America, Burope and Ar-
gentina on August  1st, 1902, were

one year previous. Broomhall, of the
Liverpool Corn Trade News, has re-
cently given an exhaustive forecast of
the probable world's supplies and re-
quirements of wheat for the year end-
ing 318t July, 1903, and he brings out
a surplus of only 8,000,000 bushels of
supply over demand leaving only that
quantity as stock in hand at that date.
Weather in Burope and America this
veck has been falrly favorable for
harvesting, rather too much rain early
in the week, but improved greatly to-
ward the close. Yesterday further and
more emphatic reports came of too
dry weather for the young wheat crop
in Argentina. In the United States
plowing for the next crop
wheat has begun. The American vis-
ible supply decreased 1,500,000 bushels
last week against a decrease of 109,
000 bushels the previous week and a
decrease of 1,450,000 bushels last year,
The world's shipments were 7.304,000
bushels against 5,906,000 busheis th.
previous week and 11, NN
bushels last year. The we
visible supply according to Brad-
streets, Increased 250,000 bushels
against a decrease of 1,343,000 bushels
teh previous week and a decrease of
(2,000 bushels last year.

This week the market for Manitoba
wheat has become completely stag-
nant. In the forepart of the week
there was a little demand for wheat at
Fort Willlam, available to load on ves-
sels at once, but towards the end of
the week buyers have withdrawn alto-

Exporters have been out
ket for some time, and the lit-
tle that has been shipping has been to
the Ontario tiade. Evidently this trade
Is getting ala: med by the drop In cash
wheat in the States and the low prices
for future delivery and are quitting
taking more In the meantime, Prices

several smaller lots were worked at
these prices. Yesterday, howev
depressed had things become that
northern was offered at 78¢ and 2
northern at Tle, without finding buy-
ers. No business to report in new
wheat yet. Value of 1 northern Sep-

tember delivery in store Fort Willlam
I8 supposed to be around 68e.

FLOUR—Trade is qulet and without
speclal feature. Most of the country
in preparation for
ces hold at $2.00 for
best brands of patents, and $1.90 for
strong bukers, delivered to the trade,

MILLFBED—Demand s good and
the market holds steady.  Shorts are
quoted at $19 per ton, in bulk, and
bran at $15 per ton, subject to usual
trade terms.

GROUND  FEED—The market is
lower owing to near approach of new
crop.  Oat chop has declined $2 per
ton, making the price now $:
chop 1s $2 lower at $22 per ta
barley and oats $2 lower at §24 per
ton; chop screeniggs unchanged at iH
per ton, and ofl cake unchanged at
per ton. A

OATS—Now that new stocks dre
close at hand, the country seems to be
full of old oats, and there has been a
lnfhuNrp decline in price. It is doubtful

0.8 Wi

tion of circumstunces which are now
rapidly disappearing. The partial fail-
ure of the eastern crops and the fail-
ure of the United States corn crop
last year were the leading factors and
had a declded Influence upon oat prices
here. The war In South Africa and
consequent demand for oats there was
also an Important influence. These
factors will not be in evidence when
the next crop is marketed, but on the
contrary there will be a large eas
and United States crop of oats and
corn to compete with, The effect of
this must inevitably be to lower the
price.  Local fq dealers are mostly
loaded up with oats, and are not
anxious to buy, and there is but little
demand for shipment. For No.
White oats, the price to-day on track,
Winnipeg, or in store, Fort Willlam, is
e bushel; and for feed

o
Y—The practically
nothing doing in barley. Some inferior
quality stuff  was offered here this
week ‘without finding buyers, About
45 to 36 per bushel for carlots on
track 18 the prevailing idea of price.
FLAXSEED—The market for flax is
nominal, as all old stock is cleaned up.
SPELTZ—None offering.
HAY—New hay is abundant and be-
coming cheaper.
clined $1 per ton this week, and fresh
baled i* now being bought for $6 to $7
per ton In carlots on track.
VEGETABLES —New potatoes are
again lower, und are becoming more
plentiful.  Stocks of old are exhaust-
ed. We quote: New potatoes, 45c per
bushel: parsiey, 1fc; domestic cab-

per
oz. bunches;
bunches; cres
r b,

pe:

h, 10c per dozen
2 rhubarb, %c pe
$1.10 per crate; green peas, 2c per Ib.,
beans, Zc per ., cucumbers, 10 to 16¢
per dozen; caulifiower, 50c to 76¢ per
dozen; mint, 16c per dozen bunches.
POULTRY — The demand s good.
Spring chickens are worth 40 to 46c
per palir, alive; fowl, 70 to The; ducks,
9c per pound; turkeys, 1lc,

an
live weight.

BUTTER—Creamery — Recelpts are
moderately large and demand d.
Prices hold steady at 16'4c to 17¢ per
pound for choice quality f.0.b., factory

nts. .

BUTTER—Dalry—Receipts of dairy
butter have been lighter this week,
and the marke. holds firm. Commis-
slon houses are quoting for cholce in
tubs or boxes, llc per pound, less
frelght and commission, and for sec-
ond grades the market ranges from 10
to 12¢ ;«r poun

CHEBSE—The market is firmer and
higher.  For best makes as high as
9150 per pound Is being paid here in a
wholesale way, and the range s from
9 to Hlge.

EGGS—Eggs are coming in very
slowly, and the supply 18 not equal to
the demand, consequently the market
is higher.  The advance amounts to
1% to 2ige per doen, making (the

to 15 for fresh case
eggs dellvered here, subject to candl-
ing.

DRESSED MEATS—The market for
beef Is again lower at Yc under last
week's flgures. Other kinds of meat
are unchanged. Quotations are: Reef,
614 to Te; veal, 8 to flc; mutton, Se;
lumb, 12%4¢; hogs, 8% to De.

HIDES is firmer but
not quotably changed. We quote: No. 1
clty hides, 6%¢; No. 2's, 5%¢; and No.
¥'s, 4%c. Kips and calf the same price




