THE CRITIC,.

CITY CHIMES,

Mapy houaes in our cily are sadly in noed of boing freehoned up with a
little paint, and it ecoma as if, now that the weather is deily becoming
brightor and clearer, thus showmy up such deficiencies, it would be a
good time to have it dune,  Stangers visiting Halifax stigmstize it aa tho
dirtioat city thoy over saw, aud while it may not bv quito as bad as that,
thoro is room for vast improvement. ‘Thero is no natural reason why Ialifax
should bo a dirty city - on tho coutrnry, the airis particularly pure, and the
situation conducive to sanitation and -ealth, Tho mnjority of our house-
holdors can woll afford to keep their dwellings and other houses that are
rented or leassd in first rate repair, and they ought to have the spunk to do
it, Fsnoy having strangers remnark on tho dinginess of vur ety ! It is a
roproach to govery man or woman who owns a house, and this stule of
affairs should Le changed without delay.

Tho fifth subscription coucert of the Orpheus Cluh was given on ‘Luesday
evening laet in Orpheus Hail to a large and very appreciative nudtence.
Tho vocslists wero Mra, I gary ond Mr F. C. Sobeski.  Mis Hagarty, in
No. 8, ¢* Salva Regma,” gavo the audienco a genuive wusical treat, rendering
the song with much taste and oxpression. In the Duo with Mr Sobeski
Mrs, Hagarty's port was takon in a ereditable manner. Mr F. C. Sobeski,
who appesred in Ilalifax for the fir<t time during tho present season,
possesses 8 well tuned and pleasing voree, which is unquestiouably s welcomo
addition to tho musical talent of tho city, but we could wish Mr. Subeski
would givo to us the vowel ~ounds in pure Sexon, by doing so he would
greatly add to tho epjoymont of ius sudience. The dedication solo,
*¢ Marianns,” composed by Herr Doering, and played by him on the 'collo
on Tuesday evening, must hive been inspired by deep. full and tonder
passlon, and it is not surpnising thatus a result of this the Mariauna in ques-
tion is now Frau Dooring. Herr Doering's other solections wore played with
much skill, and seldom have we heard a porformoer who could draw from
tho middle and uppoer registers of the 'cello such clear, s ft sympathotie
music. The clarionette solo of Mr. :3. G. Covey and the harp solo of Miss
Pago werc novel and pleasing features of the programme. The Haydn
Club, which appeared in four numbers of the programme, bears evidence of
careful training in systematic work. The Club sinco its re-organization has
made rapid strides, and if it contiuues on its present libe of improvemoent
is doetined to become as popular as good orchestras slways are. In the
rendition of * Semiramide” the running passages were remarkably smooth
and grateful to the ear, but the fuller chords wero woak in the fortes and
passzges, while tho tima in soversl places was not strictly kept. Barring
thess minor drawbacks the performances of the Club wore exceedingly
creditablo both™o the mombors and to the conscientious leader, Herr

Elingenfold.

The convocation of Dalhousie College in the Academy of Music on
Thuradsy of last week was attonted by a large number of tho fair sex, very
few gentiomon being present, even standing room was scarcely availublo after
the proccedings hed begun. The programme was an interesting ono, and
was listened to with attention. The interruptions of the :tudonts in the
form of songs for cach graduate as he camo forward altogether prevented
tho hearing of anything that were said on tho stige. The valedictory
sddresses were both good, but tho une delivered for thc law cliss by
Humphrey Mellish, of Charlotttetown, deserves special mention, being witty
and clever all through. Thevaledictorians were as ususl made the recipienis
of several tributes in the furm of bags, baskets, otc , full of the dear knows
what, One would think that something new in the way of convocastion
bonors from the freshwou mght be discovered. The public are, to say
the last, becoming accustomed to these old ones and would appreciate
a change, There were no lady graduates this year.

‘The public oxamination of the pupils in the Halifax Acadomy took
g}‘t;co last Friday. A laige number of prominent educationists were present,

ides many others intercsted in the proceedings  The pupils of the six
departments numbor-nourly 200, and the examinations proved them very
-proficient in the various branches of study pursued duriug the past year, and
the teachers deserve credit for the high standing taken by tho pupils.

The influx of summor visitors tu our province is about beginning, and
every effurt should be mado to spread the fame of Nova Scolia as a summor
resort for the half baked denizens of Uncle Sam’s domain. The good stes-
mer * Halifax" does & large part of the work of bringing the travellers
bither, and is deservedly popular, as the route is direct and takes but a short
time. Her gonial commander, Capt. Hill, is a universal favorite, and thoso
who place themselves under his protection mny expect to be well cared for.
Inquiries are constantly coming from the Staies asking for information
about summering places in N. S., and the best way to reach them. It would
be & good idea if peoplo wishing to take suwmer boarders were to lst it be
known in the States. They would certainly secure their desire.

The W. C. T. U. of Holifax is about opening a new and important
deparimont of work by providing a recreation and reading room for girls
employed in the city. Tho sum of betweon four and five hundred dollars
has been contributed to this object by a benevolent gentlemen of Ilalifax,
and at his request the room wils bo open a!l day for a resting place for lad
ies and girls, and in the ovouing effurts will bo made to make it atiractive to
working girls. The Union is making an sppral for funds for this object and
it is to be hoped that thoy <will moot with a liberal response.

PARLIAMENTARY REVIEW,

DoxintoN.—Whon will parliament adjourn? This is tho question thst
our ropresontatives ab Ottawa aro asking of ocach other, but wo fanoy that at
tho present moment o en the Government might find this quostion a difficult
ono to apswer. The Banking Bill, which is by all odds the hoaviest act of
the scssion, has boen passed through its soveral stages with but few amond.
monts. It goes without siyiog that this bill moots tho approval of the groat
majority of porsons holding bauk stocks, but to the groat maes of tho poople
it affords but little sccurity of the redemption of bank notes in the ovoent of
a failure, The larger banks would have doubtless baen willing to place
with the Dominion authorities sufficient security to guaranteo their noto
issue, but the smaller banks would have been orippled, and hence their
influsnce has beon thrown in favor of the banking act of 1890, ‘Tho report
of tho Committeo of tho House, chargod with tho duty of investigating the
circumstances which led Goneral Middleton to confiscato and appropriate to
hirosolf a large and valuablo lot of furs, was unbisssed and without parly
coloring, and nothing is now loft for the General to do oxcopting to send in
his resignation, which will undoubtediy be accopted with ploasure Tho
Frauchise Act has beon fully pruned, and each yoar it is becoming more
and moro symetrical. It is proposed now not to disqualify a voler because
ho happons to be away from his home for a period of a few months, the
limit within which disqualification can be sveided is six mounths. Anothor
good idea is that Indisns ave not to have the right to vote unless they are
located upon land beld by thom in fee simple, thus, in order to becomo o
citizon, tho Indian is obliged to live like a civilized being, Somo years sgo
Dartmouth was very anxious to obtsin railway communication with the rail-
ways of the Province, and with commendabls xeal, though with somewhat
undue hasto, the town sgreed to contribute some $4,000 a year for twenty
yoars towards the accomplishmont of its object. Tho railway was built, but
tho subsidy was never paid, and the town is now seeking to get rid of the
awkiward obligation, Of course the town never should have made such a
promise, as Dartmouth is as much entitled to railway communication as are
her sister towns in other parts of the Province. Moreover, the railway
communication given the town was littls better than none at all, it being
but a costly siding, without any corresponding advantsges. Dartmouth is
destined to bo the terminus of a railway system, and her people should
never rest satisfied 1o be eide tracked as thoy now are. The gophers are
gotting to be a perfect pest in some portions of the North- West Territories,
and we are pleased to learn that an active gopher war is to bo carried on
during the summer with a view to their extermination.

COMMERCIAL.

During the past weeck trade on the whole has continued quiet, and,
excepting in cerlain lines of groceries, fruits and some little movement in
dry goods, gives as yet but few signs of opening out. The best features
noticeable are thet payments contiaue to bo fairly good, and matters in the
country seem in a little better position for the movement of goods out of
traders’ hands,

Though many of our wholesale houses have reason to complain of the
present dull state of trade, the general outlook continues to brighten as
spring advances, The time is near whon business must naturally expand,
aud some of our merchants look for the largest and briskest maritime season’s
business that has been experionced in Cansda for many years.

The great drswback to trade in the presont day is that thero are too many
people in business, and it becomes simply a matter of tho * smartest”
winning. Too much leniency is shown to insolvents who are able to effect
& composition on easy terms, and are thus enabled to undersell their neigh-
bors in the same line who are striving to pay 100 conts on the dollar. There
ought to s more discrimination in granting compositions in order to protect
salvent .customers. Though one can scarcoly conceive of competition
becoming keener than it is to-day, it is the opinior of many that the great
tug of war for commercial existenco has yet to comoe, and that preparations
are already being ma e for it by merchants reducing their personal expenses
to meet the smaller pronts of business.

It bas bo=n proposed in parliament to authorize the gavernment to con-
fiscate all unclaimed bank dividends and balances in connection with which
no transactions have occurred fer five years. The proposition is preposterous,
To micappropriate thess funds would be an unwarranted interferance with
private rights. The proper course’ would be to order that these unclaimed
sums be advertised go that the owners might be reminded of them, or their
heirs be given a chance to claim their rights, But for Parliament to step in
and appropriato monies in tho banks that have not bzen clsimed for five
yoars would be an arbitrary interfurence with the rights of property.
‘The banks. as custodians of the people’s funds, are in possession of a trust
that must be held inviolable. Oance establish the precodent of a goveru-
mont raid upon unclaimed dividends and balances, and what cther funds
would be eafe from spoliation.

Lradstreet's roport of tho week’s failures :—

Week Prev. Weeks corresponding to .
April 25, week ~——— Aplil 25— Fallures for the year to date.
: 890 1880 1880 1888 1887 1890 1889 1888 1887
United States, . 174 166 181 193 158 4085 4245 $7136 3807
Canada..... e 38 20 25 26 20 675 645 662 455

Drr Goops.—No material change in the posmtion of this market has
occurred since our last—the quiot sorting-up business then noted continuing.
Roports from the country indicate a somewhat botter movement out of
traders’ hauds, and more repeat orders are reported by wholesalo houses, but
theroe is nothing very special in this. Paymonts are of fair volume, and tho
movoment out of city retailors’ hands as far as can bo learned is about up



