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Tue following is tho scheme formobilization
of the military forces of Great Britain.
Under present conditions it is without doubt
tho best and most comprehersive that could
bo devised— although to our miuds it does
look strange that militia- regimonts should
bo brought all the way from Ireland to de-
fend London.

Woe also venture to agsert that an invasion
of Great Britain will bo ecffected if ever
through Ireland, Anyattempton tho former
would be falso strategy if the latter could
not be occupied at tho aame time.

4 The next Army List will, we bolieve,
show the addition in its pages of a complete
scheme of mobilization corresponding to
our actual means, and which, bemng based
on carefully studied documonts with which
tho War Offico has been supplied by the
Quartermaster General and his officers, is no
mere paper work, but a thoughtful and
compendious key to operations which could
be practically carried out at 2¢ hours’
notice.

«The Army Corpsis adopted as the main
unit of the Field Army when moblized ; and
the headquurters of each corps being once
fixed on, with proper relation to the two
main requirements of ease in concentration
and guitability to the possibilities of invas.
jon, it would becomeo a simple matter to
assign to each its share of the Auxiliary
Forces, since Lheso are essentially local. The
Rugulars cannot be so simply dealt with,
since their stations are constantly being
changed ; de in uny echeme of concentra-
tion-inBnito-bonfusion wnnld be chused by
the attempt to bring, say, the 96th Regiment
to its present place 1n the 1st Brigade of the
1st Division of the 1st Corps at Colchester,
from some quartars occupied by 16 next year
in the North of England or West of Ireland.
But this apparent difliculty is at once got
rid of by considering the order now to be
given to it in the barracksit occupies at
Colchester as given, not to it numerically,
but only so long as it occupies that particu.
lar barracks, and to be as of course trans-
ferred to the battalion succeeding it in the
sime quarters. This simple expedie: t is to
be adopted with each unit of the regular
army, So long as it is quar.ered in o par-
ticular set of buildings it 13 attyched accord.
ing to the mobilization scheme, to a particu
lar part of the appropriate army corps. It
18 furnished accordingly with a copy, un-
stgned, of its marching orders, when it is
required to move at the word to mobilize,
showing clearly the exact route, whether by
road or rail, and the time necessary for the
operation; the commanding officer thus
being ennbled to prepare for his supposed
duty, the possibility of which hangs over
him 80 long as his station remains unchang
ed. When he passes to a new one he finds
anew set of instructiona equally applicable,
while his successor comes into the position
hie occupied, in the instance supposed, at
Colchester, and will be ready to movo at the
samo word to falt imnto wuis pruger place with
his men,

*The system of route t.rthe regular
furces being provided fur, the next point
was hardly Jess important— their distribu-
tion. Omitting Voluoteers {or the present,
our defence field army would be so largely
made up of Militia—since without calling
them into the ficld the nimbers would be
wholly insufficient—that it becams necessary
to study with peculiar care the question how
best to bestow the regular iufantry, It was
decided, on grave consdersation, that itis

futilo to ignoro in any complete soheme the 'bave thoir real training to learn aftor tho

possibility of having to act. though it wero
but temporarily, on the offensive, so far, at
lenst, as to bo ready toship one or two corps
abrond: But to do this ovidoently the Army
Corps selectad must be formed ol regulors.
On the other hand, if England wore mobi-
lizing her forces, it would bo essentiul to
hiave in oach corps at least one body, not
less strong than a brigade, as & nucleus and
model for the rest,
Iatter contingent to each five strictly do
fensive entire corps, and keeping tho Guards
together yn ono division of # sixth, to be

Jposted directly between London and the

coast, it was found not practicalle not to
huave quite two complete corps of regular
troops, ‘LIhere are but five divisions (each
of 8ix battaliun only) available, and three of
them are required for a corps nccording to
our preseut model, which, it may here be
obscrved, varies from the continental stund.
ard, inasmuch as the divisions aro more
pumerous, and less in size, It follows that
the 1st Corps only can Le purely of reguluncs.
‘I'his is fixed for wobilization at Colchester,
where there is the convenience of a cimp,
and a position suituble to the special de
fence of the Eastern Const nnd the river
approach to Londou. [isthreo divisions
would have their headquarters severally at
Colchester, Chelmsford, and Gravesend,
where thoy would be in easy communication
with oane another in case absolute coucea-
tration of the who'e was, unbappily, neces
gary. The 2nd Corps can have buttwo
divisions of regulars and its headquarters
and Ist Diviston fall naturally to Aldershot,
the 2nd Duvision being at Guildford, and the
3rd wholly of Milttia, at Dorking.  Of the
8rd Corpe, which will be motilized to cover
tho south of Foudon, a word has buon al
ready said  Thoe Ist Drvision of this is con-
stituted by the Foot Guards, with head-.
quarters at Croydon ; and the 2ud and 3rd
Division, 2ach of Militia, would be collected
atRedbill and Tunbridge Wells vespactively.
Regard is had, as Mr as possible, to local
conditions s regards the Auxiliaries; but
to muke up this corps toitsnormal sirength,
it 18 found necessary toadd a brigade of [rish
Militin; and ifthe alarm came,the Kilkenny,
King’s County, and Limerick County bat-
talions would at once find themselves on the
way to the ground which, by work carried
cut quietly all over the kingdom, has been
carefully surveyed and veported suituble for
thoir reception near Redhill, :

# Qf the other five, or more purely defen
sive corps, there beingeight in all, the head
quarters of the Ist Division of each are
severally assigned to Dublin, Salisbury,
Chester, York, and Edinburgh; the parti-
cular division in each case has its special
nucleus of a 1st Brigade of three battalions
of Regulars drawn froma the nearest sets of
barracks ; and the headquarters of the other
two divisions are so fixed that the best use
may be mude of tho communications of the
country, if it bo necessary-to throw the three
togetber into one formidable mass. Some-
what the same remark may be applied to
the 2nd Brigade of each division, which is
usually near, but not with, the first or head
quarter brigade, so as to consult the con-
venience of supply and trawing-grounds,
until further concentration bo compelled by
circumstanges,

i A large part of LIt forces, including a
few regular battalions and the Garri.on
Artillery, is left oat of the corps system alto
gether, This is for the reason that haviug
spent so much in fortifying our dockyard
property, wo cannot leave the works to be

garrisoned entirely by troops that would

After providing for this |

alarm was raised, Henco the formation of a
distinct garrison, or sedontary,army, divided
into separate commands for Porismouth,
Plymouth, Portland, Dover, Chatham (with
Sheorness and Tilbury —la other words, the
mouths of the Medway aud Thames), Ilar-
wich, Pembroke, Edinburgh, Cork, Dublin,
Jersey, Guernsey, and Alderney, Many of
theso include the chargo of a lnrgoe strip of
coast. ‘Thoro is n 8pecisl provision for thoso
numerous potty works round the Irish const
bequeathed to us from the days when our
flect was judged insufliciont to slave of all
possibility of a French Ropublioawn landing,
and which are too scattered to become parts
of any one or two nilitary charges.

¢ With regard to the Volunteors a fair
consideration of the conditions us. ler which
that force is raised shows that, although it
might be perfectly possibla to call it out
bodily and train it, it would be most unad-
uisable in a national point of view to expect
from it aa o mass that prolonged servico
undor arms which is a contingency to Le
thought of shiculd a throutened invasion be
actually prepazed nnd yet delayed from time
to time, For this reason it has been decided
not to attempt to embody it in the corps of
the field army, overy man of which would
necessarily have to be constantly present
and ready to mnarch at tho word, Itis
assigned wholly to the garrison ariny, Each
unit hag 1ta station ; nnd that 1t may be re«
presented at this fuirly throughout the on-
tire period of any mobilization which mny be
ordered, anid yot no undue strain be put on
the civil life of its members, one fourth of
the effectives only would be required to be
constantly present a® headquarters, the
regiment making its own arragements within
itself for their rellef, which would thus be
curried vut iu the freest possible manner as
best accorded with the means aud wishes of
individuals. There are cortain bodies of
Volunteers, however, formed especially for
the Joferce of their own parts of the coasy
ling, und which would he mobilized, as it
were, a'most at their own doors.  Of theso,
tworthirds might be expectod to do duty
constantly during the period. In thisway—-
aod no regimental training at Volunteer
headguarters need bo interfered with—about
50,000 effective men could be added to the
garrison army, without putting any great
hardship on that part of our force which
undertakes its share of civil as well as of
military duties. The metropolitan Volun-
teer's, as a very important and representatlve
body, ave specially dealt with. They would
form a distinct camp, stationed on thasold
historic site of Tilbury, and attonded con.
stantly, of courso, by one-fourth of each
regiment,

1t has been shown that certain chief
points, as Dublin, for example, are the
headquarters for & corps, as well as for &
distinct part of the garrison army. Itshould
here be pointed out that there need be no
conflict of duties. TheCorpsGeneral would
be the senior while his quarters were in the
Irish capital. But should some new Hoche
or [Tumbert appoar to vex the West, the
corps would.move at once into the field, and
tho local défence of the Biy puss entirely
into the hands of the Major General at the
heud of the gariison troops. .

“The Yeomanry fall s naturally into the
field army s the Volunteers into the garri
son, They are assigaed’in all cases to the
corps to be niobilized near their own county,
and put with its ' egular cavalry brigade or
n the reserve, [tis presumed thoy would
bo called out bodily only when danger was
imminent, Buat in such case their services




