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1.RD DERBY ON OUR MILITARY
ORGANIZATION.

V\ hen evor Lord Derby speaks ho secures
a fuvorablo hearing, because ho is certain to
utter manly English senso and sentimoent,
Although bo has shown himsell on many
an occasion a stout purly man, he has never
given up to party what was meant for maa-
Kind, DBelonging to thio coolor order of Con-
servativo stutesmen, ho nover or rarely ex-~
aggorutes, but, moeasuring his language, ho
romembers tho past as well as the presont,
and spakes with an cyo to bygone aswoll
as futuro history. Morcover, he has tho
groat merit of recognizing and not shirking
fnels, however distasteful they muy be to
his mind, and be is ready to grapplo with
them, not as an enthusiast who sces only
one side, but as a man of business, sober
practical, who belioves that tho means
adopted must apply to actual exigencios,
not to funtastic cases easily conjured up
Ly n vivid imagination, In  addressing
the faverpool Volunteers oi Wednesday
I'e displayed the qualities wo have desenib-
«d, and never trunsgressenl the limits of
reasonubje appreciation.  ilis picturo of
the time— * Wo livo in an age when armies
havoassumed moro gignatic.proportions than
inany period known tous iu history’—is
strictly uccurate. It is repulsive, uot to
say abhiorrent, to his nature,but ho manfully
declares that ¢ wo must nccept tho fact.”
And Englar ), without distinction of party,
indorses lus statement. Germany, wisely
mindful of a threatened revenge, has added
congiderably to her already enormous dis
posablo forces  France, supposod to be in~
tent on recovering lost. Provinces, and ex.
torting an equiyalent for a huge indemnity,
has, after her own fashion, imitated Ger-
many, whilo Russin, not open to attack
liko her groat noighbor or tho recontly
siricken Western Power, hus entered on a
system of recruitment and organization
which she hopes will give her & numerical
{)ropondemnce. Austria is not behind.

1ud, for Ilungary alono supplies a for-
midable native army of renowned fighting
men, while even Turky has striven, not al-
together unsucceselully,toimitato tho great.
cr European powers. Italy, Switzerland,
Boigium, with more or less succers, follow
in the same track ; and Lord Derby is amply
justified when he says that “ never sinco the
world began have such masges been drilled
and disciplined for the purpose of war.”’ Ile
looks on it as n reaction, arecurrence to tho
practice of primitive communitics; herogards
it as *‘injurious, almost disastrous to civili-
zation,” but ho acceptsa fact which no
nation can overlook sithout] peril. No
donbt there is onlya superficial hikenoss
botweon tho srmy of Von Moltke and tho
soldiers of Arminius, and only a fanciful re-
semblance between the disciplined and ore
ganized lavies of our time and thossofa
prmitivo era; yot, beyond question, the
state of Europe warrants the language used
by Lord Derby.

Nor can wo be indifferent to ils existcnee.
Without imitating Germany, France, or
Russia, wo must approximate towards their
status, A maritime power, wo rely mainly
on tho iron walls ot England, not only to
keop her safe, but to guard, defend, and, if
need be, increase an empire which has pos-
sessions in every land wasked by ocean
waters, _ Still, ships alono cannot do the
work. They secure command of the sea,
protects commerco, keep open communica-
tions between tho island centre of power
and distant provinces. Beyond the mdis
ptnsable flcet, algays our ark of safety,
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we must have troops; and so widely
oxtended dominion involves thio penolitica
ol groatncss, so eloquountly doscribed by
Lord Deorby, wo must provido for periods
when the regular army, in largor proportions
than usual, may bo absont from our shores.
ITow can that bo accomplished savo by rais-
ing nrnd organizing thoso auxiliary forces
which, dropped out of sight solong, wevo
reealled on a memorablo oceasion nenrly
fiftoen years ngo? ‘Paught by oxperience,
wo revived tho militia, and, spurred on by
the teachings of contemporary history, wo
established tho volunteers.

sacrilices required for the construction of a

owerful army based on the German, which
18, inded, thoold English typo; the expod
ents set up in its placo are moro suited to
modern nations, Lord Derby is quiteright
in cautioning his hearers not to overrate tha
military ciliciency of our defensive forces.
Thoey nre makeshifts; they do not corres-
pond to the soldiev's’ideal; thoy are supae.
rior, as wo beliovo, to the Fronch mobiles;
thoy aro jnferior to the German Landwebr;
but they constitule the only kind of sup

plementary force which public opinion will

endure. It i3 true, as Lord Derby says,
that in general culturo and capacity the sue
pass tho wverago found 1 the line, and it is
probably that, ko the American leviesn
the Succession War, thay would oxcel pro.
fessional goldiers 1 the art of shifting for
themselves.  But, when all these allow
ances are made, the militin and voluntecrs

represent inchoato forces, and, if ever they .

tho work of making thom
will have to

aro wanted,
really  cffeotive

howoevor, 10 supposoe
weo do not stand in a better plight thanive
did in 1858. Daring the fiftecn years which
have passed sinco General Peel issued his
famous pormissive circular, scores of thou-
sands bave not only undergono au elemen-
tary military fraining, but have learned to
handle the rifle so skilfully as to produco
trainod shots whoso average performances
cqual, if they do not surpass, those of tho

regulars. ‘That alone is an immeonse gain, .

all the greater because it rests ona basis of
clementury driil. Nevertleless, if war broke
out to-morrow, the home defenstve army,

apart from the cstablishment, would have,

to bo created, n foal no minister conkl per-
form unless ho had amplo time. That is an
aspect of tins important quostion upon
which Lord Derby 1s wholly silent; yot
it is ever present to the minds of all who
take a serious view of our military posi-
tion,

In the present state of public opinion,
perhaps always, wo shall go on as we have
gouno on for nearly twwo centuries, trusting to
fortune, British pluck and the enorgies of an
hour, to parry tho blows of emergency. Our
sagacily und practical vigour are eimost
absorbed m politics and trade, excepting, of
coutse, the navy, wiich 1s organized, nour-

ished, und sustained on sound principles, .

Wo are sometimes described as a warhike
but not a military nation. meaning that we
aro always ready to defend outselves or our
belongings anywhere on the ecarth, impro-
vising the mecans 8s wo go forward, and
yielding, in a contest, only to indisputable
accessity. While we maintain a navyon a
basis of long sighted calculation, preparing
for probable war and possiblo contingen
cies, our military forces are kept just
abreast, occasionally below, actual everyday
needs.  In that respect we differ from all
great t'oaces, thocinel reason being that we

are giraled and guarded by the sea. Another |

is the rare neccessity which impels us to

A The country .
would not submit then, or now, to those,

be .
dono thero and then. It would bo wrong,
that, 18 a nation, .
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tako p.m‘L. in Continental wars, and tho ap.

parent remoteness of n danger, which, nov.
ertheless, may come at any moment annd
find us relativoly unprepared ns wo woro
1827 and 1854. Bu: probably the mam
eftoctivo reagon is that *desire to get on
industriously and socmlly,”" that **wish to
got sottled carly in somo permanent om

ploynrent,’’ to which Lord Derby roforred,
.and wo may add that British dislike of re*
.straint which ages of indepentdenco havo fos:
tered and confirmed, Othorwiso, the advan

tages embodied 1n tho idea of making the
army ‘somothing lke a great training
scliool,* where order,punctuality,obedience,
discipline,rendiness to copoe with sudden de-
,mands, in one word, duty in its largest
sense, might and shoutd bo taught, would
_not havo escaped the notico of n practical
, community. Lord Derby bghtly touched
, on this * favorite idea of muny people who
, speculate on military mattors,'” and i+
y missed it with the remark that he bad **al-
ways been sceptical’ as to tho plan wo hive
i desribed “getting itself realiz:d on a large
scale.”  1ls scepucism is foundoed on & cor-
rect appreciation of British human nature.
"I'he opposito procecdings, which he so right.
ly approved, that of mectingdanger and
hard tasks by an outburst of voluntary
slicit—suits at feast exisuing opinion better
than any largely lorecasting systematized
preparation.  llo spoke of an eagerness
10 servo on the Gold Coast as if it were only
on tho part of tho ofticers, but ho might
' buve ndded that there was not less promp:
titude among the men., So long as that
.8pirit lasts, ho said, so long as asense of
public duty is kept alive, ‘ defects of
organization may, indeed, give us trouble
and inconvenience, but we need not doubt
that wo shall come 1ght in the end.” Yot
it would be well to remember that in a real
and sudden ardeal 1wvelving the very life of
the country, woe should sufter more than
troublo and inconventence by relymg on
patriotic torces improvised to oncounter a
stupendous porit,

Tus Noveorop Russiax Moxivor,—Tho
Dorsen Zeitung gives n desciiptios of tho
' first vessel of the fulure Russian Black Sea
floot—tho monitor Novgored. 1t resembics
a huge cucular kettle of moro :an 100ft.
diametar, and only rises a foot and a half
oul of tho water. In the midst of it isa
turret a fathom high and goven fathomsin
diametor, with two 11 inch steel guns fitted
to a moveable platform. Thoe Novogorod is
set in motion by six screws, and in the trial
tripit moved at the rato of six and a half
knots an hour, When fully equipped it
draws 12 ft. 4 in, of waler at tho stom and
13 ft. 4 in. at the stern. The total cost of
the construction of thisnow sea monster and
of its conveyance from St. Petersburg,

where it was built, to Nikolaioffis 2,500,000
. toubles. Since the naval review held by tho

Emperor of Russia last August, at shich 18
| ironelads, including six frigates, three tur-
. rot-ships, and soven monitors, and 30 other
, 8hips wero present, an ironclad corvette, the

German Admiral, has been isunched at St.
Petersburg. Tho ongines of this vessel aro
stated to be of 6,300 hcrso-power, and its
plates were constructed in the factorios of
the Russian Admiralty.

The canton of Neufchatel, Switzerland,
has resolved, to place n portrait of the late
Drof. Agassiz in his logislative hall.




