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CORRESPONDENCE,

MILITARY SCIHOOLS.
To the Edutor of 'Tne: Vor UNTeER REVIEW,
Sir:—="Tho probable departure of the Regi-
ments stationed in Canada, and tho conse-
quent cessatiou of the military Schools now
under their charge, leads me again to seck
your pages, in order to avert if possible,
such a calamity by the suggestion of what I
deem to be . foasible scheme for their con-
tinuance. The incaleuably advantage that
thede schools have been to the Dominion, in
promoting the study of the military science,
and develeping the tastes which ina few
yoars will make us a military people, will, I
am convinced, find its proof before many
years have rolled over our heads. ‘“Tho
mere fact of the reduciion of the British
Army,” A Vetcian assures me, *is proof
positive that we areon the eve of war.”
This is rather & paradox, out I believe the
facts will bear moout in saying that hitherto
a reduction of the army has been followed
immediately by war, 1 trust the rule will
find its cxception in time to come, but
the Eastern question looms up ominously.
and rather darkens the pexcetul horizon at
present,, ud to us, the settlement of the
Alabamae Jlaims, and its riders ; must be a
source of uneasiness until finally done away
with. And even supposing that the vapor-
ings of Mr. Joseph Medill and his damago -
gue confrers have no iafluence on our
Republican noighbors, is it not a duty to be
prepared for a possible contingoncy, even
if it looks improbable at present. And in
no way can we better prepare, than in dis-
seminating the seeds ot military knowledge
through the country by [the agency of our
Military Schools. ILargeasis the number of
certificates already granted by these Schools,
to over 3000, I believe,—this is a small pro-
portion to the numbor that would actually
be necded, wero only the “ first class’ militia
nen required for service. Eelimating its
strength in Ontario to be about 90,000 we
have over 6000 officers required for that
Province alone !—and the estimate provides
for no dnll instructors or von-commissioned
officers, whose proper qualifications are as
cssential as that of the officers.  Decidedly
wo cannot afford to let our Military Schools
go down. But the question is how to con-
tinue them after the troops are withdrawn.
1 should suggest the following scheme.

Ist. Military Schools to be established
manently at the following Stations viz :
. ‘o, Kinston, Montreal, Quebee, Fred-
Toromv * 3 fralifax.
ericton 8 g gre6 o permanently appoint-

2nd. The~ v ias viz: For cach School

. [ . < 2 )
ed m.th fixed By 1 Sergeant Major, at
1 Adjutant, at $i,000 Q»rbna o a 4300
$400, and 2 Instructor M‘gt‘:ud ’_I‘ oy

! rtillery Instruc

cach,with 8 Cavaliyand an ¢ T to
tor additional in the Schools .'¢ ‘oronto,
Montreal, Fredericton and Halifax, at £400

each.
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3rd. The School to be under the suporin-~
tendenco of, and all certificates grantoed
by the Doputy Adjutant General of the Dis-
trict,

fth, ‘The barracks at tho station to be
utilized by making them the residence of the
Cadets, who pay for their subsistence and
defray all charges, out of the $50 granted
by Government,

The advantages I claim tor this schome
are s follows -

Ist. The education of 2 certain number of
Cadets annually.

2nd. The uniform system of drill taught
Ly a permanent staff under the inspection
of the Superintondent of Military Schools,
and the immediate supervision of the Dis-
trict Staff’ Oflicer.

Srd. The habits of order, regularity and
obedience enfereced by a residence in bar-
racks, beside the practical knowledge
acquired by personally going through the
routine of barrack duty. (Assuming the
course to tako eight weeks, tho cost to each
cadet would be about $20, includmg the cost
of washing and porforming the menial
duties of the barracks.) .

Now as to the cost of this, there would
be.

6 Adjutants at $100V $6000
6 Sergant-Majors at 400 2400
12 Instructorsat 300 3600
4 Cavalry Iustructors 400 1600
4 Artillesy ¢ at 400 1600
. $15,200

Taking the average annual number

of Cadets at each school at 1(%),
600 graduates at $50 each 30,000
345,200
Add to this—

1 Superintendent of Schools at 1,200
Stationery and practice ammunition 300

Cost of cleaning & repairing barracks
irrespective of stoppages.

Wear and tear of Barrack furnishing
and utensils

% 300

{ oo

$47,600
or say $o0,000 Leing jast one half of the
annual grant for the purpose under the pre-
sent circurnstances.

I may be wrong of courso, but [ think the
more carefully my scheme is considered the
moreitwillapprove itself to the judgement of
, all interested. Imagine a system of educa
| tion uniformly alike,-—certificates granted

upon the same standarad of qualifiction—
| and tho best and most intelligent iustruc-
| tors—0, yo passed Cadets!~instead of the
» dissumilar teachings of various regimerts,
| the alternating laxity and strictness, and
the pig headed Non Com. who held an
Uinstructorship by favor of the C. O,
—and not by his ability to teach.
imagina $50,000 less drawn from the public
chest each year—O yc legislators '—and
imagine, yo to ywhom the matteris dear, that
six hundred men with & fair knowledge of
«duty, and all fqugki alilc, would graduate
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fromy theso schools, with more honor and
less cost to thamsolves and their country
than at presont. )

But another claiw have I for the consider.
ation of my schemo—in the offices thus
mado would be a fitting reward for some
who havo distinguished themselves by their
zeal and onergy in the cause—and' only
claim as a reward for the orgaaization of +*is
schemeo that the patronage should be award-
ed to deserving Volunteers. Thoro are
many who are fit for the position ; many who
havo fitted themselres for such dutios, at much
cost and labor, and who have neglectod and
lost sight of their own interests in doing 80
and I say it is only fair that these men
should have the reward. Heretofore, alas !
it has not been so, but I trust Sir Geprge
Cartier, should this meet his eye, will lend
awlling ear to tny supplications, and show
to the world that the new Dominion hus
educated for ilsely’ men who are capable of
holding such positions, they may not huve
had the honor of holding Her Majesty's
Commission. otherwise than as ber ¢ Volun-
teer Defenders.”’
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THE SIMCOE VOLUNTEERS.

To the Editor of Tug VoLUNTESR REvigw.
S~ In the last number of your paper
you speak of the people of the Simcoe
district as having stultified themselves by
not encouraging the volunteers. Now, if, as
I presume 18 the case, the allusion is to the
county f Simcoe, vou will be glad to learn
that tho 1t * static  is altogether unfound-
ed, Not that t} - re are none in the county
50 devoid of p..triotism as to be amendable
to the charer. Such I foar cannot be said
of any covnty in the Dominion, but certain.
ly from the facts I am about to lay before
you, you will seo that we may fairly abide by
our regimental motto spectemur agendo. In
the firs$ place, at the anbual drill in Ociober
last, we had in camp at our head quarters
at Barrie a full ba.lalion, (the 35th or
+ Simcoe Foresters ') of ton companies with
staff, colors, and band complete, numbering
nearlyfour hundred men of all ranks - and
No. 1 of this battalion, the old Barrie rifle
company is the oldest company in Upper
Canada, and has been on nctive service on
every occasion that the Voluntoers have
been called out. There arealsoin the couuty
a garrison hattery of Artillery, and a mount.
ed troop, besides a common school teachers
drill association.  Underthe New Act cight
of the ten companies of Foresters have been
re enrolled and the place of the other two
can he supplied at any time, and the Artil-
lery and Cavalry have also sent mn ther
rolls. So much for the spirit of the men:
now for that of the people. In the first
place the county council met with prompti-
tude and liberality the proposals of the
Government in respect to-the Drill sheds,
and we have long had our company sheds
complete and the battalion shed, «i



