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Surcly, since the Saviaur asccndcd from Mount
Olviet, no finer type af the Christian character bas
been seen.

x. He was humble-no man more humble than hie.
He confessed himseli ta be thetolast ai ail tht Aposties,
unworthy, indeed, ta bc called an Apostie because lhe
pcrsecuted the Churcli ai Christ. It may bp truly said
af Paul titat, wvben hie thought af Christ, self passed in
music out of sight. If it ma>' be said of an>' ane it may
bce said af bim that ho won the blessirsg spaken ai by
Christ in the wvords: IlBlessed are the poor in Spirit,
lor theirs is the Kingdom ai heaven.

2. Paul's life wvas a life ai consecratian. This is one
afi ts mast striking teatures, as revealed ln tht. narrative
af Luke and in Paul's letters. We hear much of
consecration in îhesedays. We hear much ai Christian
heroism; but there bas neyer been greater cansecratian
than that shown by Paul; there bas nover been greater
heroism than bis.

What a picture hie gives ini bis letter ta the Caria-
thians ai bis sufferings, bis perils, bis wveariness and
painfuhness, bis watchings often, bis hunger and thirst,
bis f astings often, bis cold and nakedness.
And besides ail the things that were without there
came Lipari hlm the care oa al the Churches. What an
example Paul is ta us ministers in cansecratian and
service[ 1 do not know what ma>' be the case with
other professions; but 1 amn certain that, in aur proiessian.
the hardest toil is the lightest in the end. I do not
know what may be the case in other professions, but
1 amn sure that, in ours, for every spiritual git wo are
enabled ta give we receive at teast ten-told in return.

3.The unseen world was very real ta Paul. Eternal
liielwas a present possession with him. It was more
preciaus, far more preciaus ta him than the material
world around bim. That was a more passing shadow
ta Paul wvhite the spiritual world was the reality. The
rnaterial world wvas mecly a tent, wbose folds would
soon lbe blown away, revealing ail tht more clearl>' the
stars of the eternal world.

Thur. Paul laoked ta the things which are unseen
rather than toward the things which are seen; for the
things which are seen are temporal, but tht things
which are not seen are etornal.

4. And the crawning feature oi Paul's lite wvas its
calmnness. hInthis bis inner lite was in striking contrast
with th-c anter lite. In the outer lite, as we have seen,
were perils, sorrows, anxieties, worries. la the inner
lite there was peace. I do not mean that, in Paul'a
inner lite there was the absence ai conflict; but it: wàs
conilict with sin and not with doulit. His spiritual
lite was calm because bis faith and hope were assured.
In this again, Paul's life bas a message ai unspeakable
value ta ail ministers af the Gospel. For we live in
times ofunrcst in matters ai faith when we are contin-
's1ally called upon ta adopt somne new theary in matters
of religion or ta meet some new abjection ai scepticism.
This unrest. wvhere it is yielded ta, miletates greately
sgainst the Christian ministers hopes ofsuccess. Cannot
we learn tht secret ai Paul's cal maess in tht spiritual
hile? Paul evidently was quit. familiar witb the
currentsofunbelhefexisting inis time. His address
at Athens shows that he was quite faniiliar with the
teacbings ai the staic and epicurean principles 'whicb
really underlie the main currents ai scepticism to-day,
tht panthei.sm, the agnosticism, the atheism, the mater-
ialism which are merely phases of these aId systems ai
thought. Paul neyer for a moment, yields te tht
currentsoaisceptical thought around hirn. And Ithink
the reason is because bis spiritual faith was sa real that
tbey had no influence iupon him wbatever. As the
exquisite scenery af Asia Minor bail noa effect upon bis
aesthetic temperanient, so intent was hein gazing upan
the beauty ai the spiritual world revealed ta him, by
Christ, so ho was blind ta ail the allurmients ai sceptical
thought because ai the intense reatity ai bis spiritual
experience, God the Father was sa real ta hlm; Christ
wvas so real ta him; his awn spiritual lire 'vas so real ta
bim that the scepticism ai the Gentile world could not
reach the citadel oi h1% taith Paul did nlot dony the
use or -enç'vu in religion. There is no more rational

theologian than he. He accepts his religion because
it appeats ta the deepest needs of bis nature. Having
donc that and feit the '-e2lity of spiritual experience, he
wilIallowurio sceptical tbi.'ughts ta trouble hirn. ltseems
to me that this is the true line of apologetic for the
Christian minister-the apologetics of Chriatiîan experi-
ence. One very interesting writer on the Christian lite
says that she found relief frorn sceptîcismi by pledging
herseif neyer to doulit again. This action was,
apparently illogical; yetif ve studyber motite carefully,
we will find that lier reasoning ivas thoroughly logical.

Lite is sa full of mysteries that, if ive turn aside ta
study every ephemeral sceptical theory, aur faith wvi1l,
assurdly, bc weakened.

Divine Sonship.*
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TUE DIVINE SONSHIP 0F M~AN.
A man's beliefs are of the first importance. "As a

mnan thinketh so is lie." Il Wisdorn is more preciaus
than rubies. Consequently Christ desires us to abide
in His:word. fly this He mneans that we are ta be
surrounded by the truth as by the air we breathe. XVe
are ta live in it and be pervaded by it.

Whcn we are thus possessed with the truth, wvhat
thea? Why, we are Christ's disciples. We ilhen
readily receive the truth into our hearts and are shaped
by it. Divine truti' can only b. understood by living
in it. We must de.Christ'swill taknow ofhis teachîng.
The trutb is the great instrumentality in Christianity.
It is the sword af the Spirit It is the ène weapon
available to every Christian, by whicb the world is to
be conquered by Christ. It is like leaven, having a
vitalîty af its awn and, wherever întroduced, p.aoducing
a change in hearts and lives. Christ specifies two things
wbich it effects. Il »zakes ue~fi-e. "The truth sai
make you free." The Jews were inclaned to resent this
statement. They were flot slaves, they said, and neye r
had been. But, said Christ. «He that sins becomes
the slave of sin." They wvere the slaves of sin and
needed the truth as taught by Christ ta set therru free.
The truth makes plain the lawvs of life, shows us the
wisdomn ofthose laws, niakes us glad ta conform ta
ta themi and thus breaks the shackles af compulsion.
But the truth nlot only makes us fret, it gives us sonship.
Tht slave is subject ta the will af another and mnay be
sent away at any moment. The slave af i is under
liability. He hbas no hold upon tht present. A dread
future, nothing less than banishment from the presence.
of God, lies before himn. But 'with ont who is fret it is
différent. A son and nota slave can enjoy tht privileges
ai a home without fear af losing them. Christ is such
a son in a pre-eminent sense, and. as He frcs us through.t
Blis truth, ta such a sonship He introduces us. No
longer slaves in God's bouse, but sons, ail the privileges
of life in. God's kingdomn beconie ours forever.

Sa niuch fqr the way sonship is brought about; how
is it manifested? Sc>nship, says Christ, is evînced by
sympathy and co-aperatian iwith one's father. The
relation of father and son is most intimate and tender.
Tht %cnbas the fatber's life, shares his aims, cnters
inta his interests, joins in his'work. This wvas peculiarly
truc in Christ's time when sans lived with their father,
carried on their work in camnian, and shared the resuits
af labor with him without dividinz the property. Ail
this is true in the reflgious life. Christ illustrated it in
His own persan. He spoke the things Helhad seen with
Mis Father. The Jews uncansciously illustrated it.
By their evil deeds they proveil that though tht>' might
be literally descended fram Abraham, they were ou% of
sympathy with him and were in sympathy, instead, with
tht Adversary of man.

We show whose children we are by aur feelings and
aur conduct. If God is aur Father, we show it by love
for His Son. God sent Christ to us.and if weare God's
sons we shaîl welcome Christ's coming, appreciate His
worth and! believe His truth.

THE DIVINE SONSI4IP 0F CHRIST.

The Jews utter>' failed ta appreciate their privileges
of sonsbip through Christ's teaching, and declared that

*A 'MAtation l.aPo on (John viii. 81.59); in tue Nb&le atudy
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