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Botomoy, the Royal Preacher, has
#:Be not righteous over much,” and
" miany? have grievously misunderstood
>0 le . words, ey are often quoted as
o v he meant 1o say, * Be not good over-

vaauch” There could not be a greater
ffi&liimke. We carnot possibly be too
jhiod; though we may posubly be too
5. ~ We have to guard ourselves
B hd b ,'m;':'m“‘ .
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. Y 9ot spdlifon, one way
SRR *to” hin who owed him ten
52" thousand ‘talents ($14,000,000) but in-
.’ asmuch as he-had nothing to pay, his
7 1ord commanded him to be sold, and
¢° * hiswife and his children, and all that
e->sehe hid, and payment to be made.
20 The servant, Glled with fear, went to

P N
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*¥ $time to pay his dobt; before proceeding
7460 such exirema measures, promusing
s 2that; if he wothd-oaly kave patience he
T, ait. -~ The loed of this servant
S iy bl > ey and moved by his
< men'ly compassionately
“plak ' from the custedy of the
vl Justice, but with signal genzr.

$ gave the whole of th: enormuus

Poif may imazine the delight of this
.am; with whatgladness he would
#eshe presence of the king to tell
news to his sorrowing wile,
T &t he was hurrying across the court
¥4 sef oM palace, his eye caught sight of a
oY "Imnt w;o )om:ld hm:i on; hu}::-
FoN fIpence ($17). Immediately he
Al vadhed after h(im. laid hands on him,
3

-

¢ “ramd Wking him by the throat and shak-

* * g b, shouted, *‘ Pay me that thou
V,hglgpit” ‘The trembling servant fell
> M*"at his ft:ell and bcsaught hldrni say-
5 ¢ -Jmge P Have patience with me and T will
FRE: :&i{eall.” But he was deal to all
;1‘3' . ies and would be satisfied with
o horhlig but foll payment, and until that
% wis made, cast the poor petitioner into
T priom.
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‘N aw, no onc could say that this ser-

3 1./ ‘Way acting unrighteously. Surely
F‘ -8 has & i The

Y

ght to his own.
"4t wras never denied. But was he
XL aehN00 righteous?  Sutely, afier his
g 7+dui Mnormous debt had been so0 gener-

. forgiven, it was unscemtly, it was
. ceful that he should seck to

'Yhis paltry sum from that poor
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B 5 Bq;not tighteous overmuch, Does

' ‘teach you how much you have
“Suom forgiven, do not forget this in your

1

9. delifmgs with your fellow-men—be not
> fedand enging even 1n demanding
¥4 payment of & rightcous debt.

= ncy on your part will not only
0 a benefit an another, but also do

.= ¢ yuseelf much good. As onc of our
- s has said :—

quality of mercy s not strsin'd,
heth as ths gentle rala from Heaven
he place beneath g it s tw'ce blest—
h biro that gives and him that take”
i again, it is also true that ve can-
too righteous. In a matter of
. busness there are always two par-
gy For example, in the case wo have
sidering, there are the credizor

(B o

ccount, and

+Jhis master and _casting himself at hus
v fest, entreated him to grant him some

man may be too nghteous, 79 a debtor
he cannot.  We may be too aghteous|
in demanding a debt we cannot be tod
inghteous in paymg a debt.  Fhe rale
for every discaple in the sehool o grace
15 *Owe no man anything”  We are
to live not only soberly, but also
nghtcously, Ry and punttihous
discharge of zvery obligasion ought to
be the characterstic of every saved
soul ; and by this means, ay much as by
any, will he adorn the docthine of;
the grace of God  ‘Ihe worldly man,
can understand and appreciate such ani
outcome of vital gudliness better, per
haps, thar any other—1t1s 5o tharoughly
prartical, affects bum so frequently and
touches hus selfanterest so closely.
"These things are ma.lc very plain by
lesus.  In that muchh;‘ss praver He
+has tzupht us to p ay, there i nu pel
| won mtfrc practical than the fith. Tt
is the only petiionto which Jerusealls
|spcctal attecntion.  Most plain.y and
emphatically docs he press us impor
tance.  Most solemnly docs he assure
s that an unforgivieg sinner s an un-
f torgven sinner. [t 13 so practical that
i Augusuine has called it ** ‘T'he ternble
peution,” and it is ternble to every hatd,
unforgiving heatt.  ‘To present this
peution from an implacable and re-
vengeful heart, 13 Like the harsh and
cruel servant crying to his wmaster,
# Peal with me as | have dealt with my
fello w-servant.”  And we must remem:
ber thatthiswas just whatthe master did.
We read, " When his fcllow.servants
saw what was doane, they were very
sorry, and came and told unto thew
lord all that was done. ‘Then hus lord,
afrier that he had called him, said unto
him, O thou wicked scrvant, I forgave
thee all that debt, because thou desir-

pray Lt CGod, for Christ's sake, wonld
frecty pardon afl vir sins, twohih we are
the rather encouraged fo ask because by
This ordee, wwe are eanbled from the heart
Lo forgive others "
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CHKISITAN GULLDS,

BY FRUPES  HARIFS 4 LR, DD
AMCIENT RO HF RHOODN,

‘Tur s Christian Church, Lom the
carhiest times, has found it necessary to
arganize brotherhoods and associations
of vanous kinds, in order to eflicicney in
Chnstian work.  Suchbrotherhoods are
older than any existing ecclesiastical or-
gamzation. Among the Greeks, the
Romans, and the Jews, associations of
vanous kinds were made, for purposes
of trade, pleasure, chanty, and religion.
The oarly Christiaus took advantage of
Roman laws and the customs of the
screral Provinces of the Roman Ewm.
pir: goverming such assocations, and
organized themscelves in the syme way,
These organizations, or brotherhoods,
wete of immense advantage to the
Cnristian Ch :rchin its origin and carly
history. ‘I'hey furnisheel a legal for n
in which 1t could orgam-e nself and
catly on its rcligious and benevolent
work.

After the Church had gained a strong
external or ;anizatton and a hierarchu
cal constiution, the Chnstian guilds
lost fur 2 while their importance , but
the heretical sects still continued 4.
mazke use of them for hc sectct propa-
gation of their etrors.

In the Middle Ages we find these
guilds active in the service of the sects
of various kinds, which clauned descent
from the pure apostolic docttine, which
had been perpetuated in these secret

edat me ; shouldest not thou also have
had compassion on thy fellow-scrvant,
even as [ had pity onthee? And his
lord was wroth, and delivered him to
the tormenters till he should pay all that
wat due unto him. So lhikewise shall
my heavenly father do also unto you, if
ye from your hcarts forgive not every
one his btother their trespasses.”

As this petition is very practical in
its bearning un men who are notoriously
wanting in the spirit of Christ, so is 1t
very practical in its bearing on those
who think that they are so filled with
the spirit of Christas to be without sin,
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tion. we

San sinicerely present this
with his

need not be much tmb{:dd
talk about petfection,

No'twisting or turning of this petition
can ever make it a prayer for petfect
men, yet the holiest saint that ever

as he istn the body, it isatrucexpression
of his needs, Not to see and ‘eel
that he neerls to present this petition,
is proof that a man is blinded by the
deceitfulness of sin.  Supposed porfec
tion is proclaimed imperfection. Ifany
man thinks that he is withoul sin, that
he has no need of forgiveness from day
to day. he deceives himself, and the
truth s wot in bim,

Zacharias, the father of John the
Baptist, was a man whom the Holy
Ghost describes as righteous befcre
God, walking in all the co.amandments
and ordinznces of the Lord, blameless.
But that thit does not meanthat he was
perfect, is plain from the fact that he
was struck dumb for the sin of unbeliel.
., Paul testifies that before he was con-
verted, he way blameless as touching
the righteousness of the law, Thatis
to say, he had attained to victory over
all known sin, and to the fulfillment of
all known duty. To live merely in
victory over all known' sin, can there.
fore be done without a particle of faith,
without & particle of love to Christ.
Saul, the ancient Pharasee, was able to
doit. Yea, he sends out a challenge to
all his fellow-Pharasees of ancient and
modern times, maintaining that he
could do it better than any of them.
“ {, more,” is his cry to every man that
thinks himeelf perfect,
Yet he proclaims himself * The chief
of sinners.” And he does so, not at
the beginning, but at the very end of
his Christian course. The very lips
that cry—1I, more- -to the perfectionist,
cry~I, chief—to the sinner. He does
not say, “1 was chief,” but, 1 am
chiel” Thank God for these two let-
ters, A, M—AM. He who utters them
has fought a good fight, he has finished
his course, he has kept the faith. His
feet are planted on the peatly threshold
of the golden city. The crown of gloty
is glittering before his eyes. The palm
of victory is waving close at band.  But
this petition is his passport intoHeaven,
and nll its glory; and Oh! glorious
thought | it 1s free for sinners every:
where,  Therefore, casting one wistful
lance backward on the sinners left be-
ind, anxious to win more of them to
the joys and tnumphs of the great sal.
vation, he shouts ashe entersin, “This
is & faithful saying, and worthy ot all
acceptation, that Chrint Jesus came into
the worid to save sinners; of whom 1
am chief.” Therefore, “In the fifth
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lived can never get beyond it.  Solong | BY

societies, as they claimed, while the
ecclesiastical orgamzation of the Chuich
had misled the Church into error.  DBut
the medixval Church was compelled to
meet the sects on their own grourd,
and, accordingly, the monastic ordets
arose, and numberless religious ~uilds,
with the design of advancing the ioter-
es+ of the Church. Thete can be
hittle doubt that these monastic orders
and religious guilds were of immense
service to the Church of the Middle

ciety, and desire to help .
The Soctety of Chnstian Endeavour

its-t own independent  organization
willin the Church, and s
resfpnsible to the authortes of the
Chipan. It s, morcover, :ssoniated
with other socteties of diffeccat denom.
inatjons in a general society, which s,
and’ must be. undenonunational,  bat
the Society anus to wark in harmony
witlt the ecclesiastical authonties of the
Church, and theefore the officers of
the Church are ex oficio honotary inem
berd, and the pastor 15 ev ofido a ticm-
ber pf the exccutive comanttee ; and he
may be, and often 1s, ex ofieio presadent
of the Society. [tis cvident that the
Socfety of Christian Endeavour 13 actu
ate ::"Ey the same princlplcs. and it
has the same relzious spint and cvan
clical basis, as the Young Men's
hristian Associatton.  They differ in
that'the Young Mcn's Christian Asso-
ciatfon works chiefly beyond the hmits
of the 1ocal churches, while the Society
of Christian Endeavour works chicfly
within the local churches.

PARISH GUILDS,

The,  Church of England took the
lead in'the organization of parish guilds,
This was duc largely to the Anglo-
Catholic revival. These parish guilds
embrace communicants ol both seses
who desire to engage in Christian work,
and to give active help to the officers
of the congregation. ‘They nave spec-
ial strvices, and specia] prayers com.
posed for them, and vows of scrvice
that they assume.  These parish guilds
are, 80 far rs I know, entirely parochial.
‘They have not been united in any gen-
eral orgamzation. Such parish gullds
have been introduced into the Protest
ant Episcopal parishes in this country.

The Church of Scotland was the first
to undertak= the organization of gulds
uridée the ecclesiastical direction of the
Church, and in accordance with its
forms and methods. ‘I'he work began
in 1881, under the direction of the
Committee on Christian Life and
Work, Professor Chartagis, of Edin.
burgh, bdnﬁ; the efficient chairman.
These were the young men's gullds. In

.

atill continted fo make sz of them,
did their ancestors the heretical sects
of the Middle Age ; and they could not
be entirely suppresseal.  The neglect of
the Protestants to organize Protestant
ilds was a sericus mistake, that left
it exposed to the more vigorous and
better organized forces of the Jesut
order. ‘The Puritans and the Pietists
overcame this defect of Protestantism,
to some extent, by the organization of
pious bands, for prayer and prophesy-
ing within the pansh churches; and
with these orgamizations the revival ol
Protestantsm began. This method
was also used by VWesley and the Metbo-
dists in the eighteenth ceatury,and has
thus descended to our timet.
MODERN ASSOCIATIONS.

The wonderful growth of large cities
in the present century, and the incfeas.
ed necessity of religious work in addi-
tion to that of the stated ministry,
occasioned the rise and development
of the modern guilds and associations.
The guilds in Europe have been chicfly
organited within the parish churches,
and in subordination to the Churches,
But in America th, associations have
been chiefly prominent outside of
ecclesizeticai organizations.

The Young Men's Christian Associa.
tion is the largest and most important
of these associations. It was formed
in london in :844. The Boston
Association was organized in 1851, ls
gro th bas been very rapid, and its de-
velopment matvellous, as it has extend-
ed its influence over the globe. The
International Association now embraces
some three thousand cifferent associa:
tions in different parts of the world. Itis
entirely undenominational in character.
It is, however, Protestant as distinguish-
ed from Roman Catholic, and Evangel.
ical as distinguished from Unitarian and
Rationalistic, but it admits into its mem-
bership all the sects of Protestantism,
It is friendly to the Evangelical
churches, but is entitely independent
in its organization and in its work,

The Socicty of Christian Endeavour
was organized in Pottland, Maine, in
1881, with sixty-eight members. It
has grown even more rapidly than the
Young Men’s Christian Association, It
now reports more than three hundred
thousand members. It organizes youn

Christians within the local church, an

aims to set them at wark for Christ and
His Church. It lays great stress upon
meetings for prayer. It embraces buth
scxes.  There srethree classes of mem-
bars* 1. Active members. These must
be professing Christians. 3. Associate
members.  These are those who are
not professing Christians, but who are

Ages.  They did not succeed, however, ‘n hty-three paris
in_their designs_of. minating the ;gisl:lsmr::\?z:ds ,{'he:?qtew ig
ik y ._!.._g“ e -:.‘P'r:“.i i w??”"\:m:'@ « D oS
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racing atl the partsh guilds in the Pres-
bytery. ‘The work of organization went
on uotll in the report of 888 there
were fiteen Presbyterial councils and
491 parish guilds. No synodical or.
ganization has yet been made, but
this may be looked for in the not gis-
want future. The Committee on Christ.
izn Life and Work found not a few
parish associations of various kinds
already in existence. It did not seek
to desteoy them, but used them. Thus
the Barony Church, at Glasgow, had an
ancicnt parish association, which was
sffiliated w'th the Young Men's Christ-
lan Association. This u-cocuation did
not change its name. It s. uply adopt-
ed some of the new features of the
guld system, wnd became at once a
member of the Presbytetial Council,
and retained its cornection with the
Young Men's Christian Association of
Glasgow, So far as [ can learn, this
has been the method of the guild or-
ganization throughout. It has not de-
stroyedany efficientorganization already
n existence. Itinspired these with new
energy. It did not break connections
with the Young Men's Christian Asso.
ciations, hut allowed these to continue,
and made them more fruitful. It or-
ganized many new asscciations, and
these new associations not infrequently
stretched out their arms to the unde-
nominationsl Young Men's Christian
Associations at the same time that they
united in the closer ecclesiastical organ-
ization,

The guilds of the Church of Scotland
were started as young men's guilds. The
necessity soun arose for some provision
for young women also.  Accordingly
in 1886 the Church of Scotland authar.
ized its committee to organize the
Woman's Guild. This has been organ-
ired in throe circles: 1. Woman's
Guild, comprising *“all women who are
engaged in the scrvice of Christ, and
all who desire to be trained fou setvice.”
2, Woman Workers’ Guild, comprising
all trained women actively cngaged in
Christian service. 3. Deavonesses,
women trained in the Training Insti.
tute for special Mission Work. There
were, at the last report, thinytwo
woman'’s guilds with 2,087 members,
The Training Home has been estab-
lished In Edinburgh with an excellent
body of lady teachers.

The guilds of the Church of Scotland
not only provide for the organization of
Christlan workers within the lines of
the Presbyterial organization of the
Church, but they also advance 10 the
rtant work of training Christ.

g
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peiition wAiA {3, * And forglve us our

willing to help inthe wotk, 3. Honor-

not |

theological education for wemen which

unmversilies.

In 1885, the Free Church of Scotland
undertoax the orgamsation of puilds
under the direction of the Comnntice
on the Weltare of the Youlth of ne
Cnurch.  They reported 1o the last
General Assenbly nincty-two congre-
gauonal guilds, one Presbytenal guild,
aad a general guild embracing all che
pulds of the Church. ‘The work of
these guilds 1s cssentially the same as
those of the Church of Scotland,

HOW CUITDs DIPPER PROM SOCIKENIERS
OF CURINTIAN LNDEAYOUR.

It is clcar that the guilds of the
Church of Scotland differ fiomn the So-
cieties of Christian Endeavour 10 sev
eral important particulars: 1. They
are stnictly pansh or congregational
gulds, not only within the geographical
limits of the local church, ay the Socie
ties of Christian Endeavour, but also
within the organization of the local
church itself.  The officers of the con-
gregation arc not honorary members,
but real members, and also directing
and goverming members.  The congre-
gational guild 1s thus onc of the arms
of the parish, as much 3o asthe church
praycr-meeting or pastor's Dible class,
and aven more 20 than the American
Sunday-school.  For the Amencan
Sunday school is ofien only nomunally
a part of the chuech, but really in
many cases independent of the pastor
and officers of the church, electing its
own officers without their knowledge
or consent, The parish guild in the
Churches of Scotland is the church it-
self, organized under its own officers
for Chrstian work.

2. The Socicties of Christian En.
deavour are united with other societies
in an undenominational union. This
has the adv.ontage of promoting the
spirit of geol-tellowship between the
different denominations. The guilds
of the Churches of Scotland have a
Preabyterial union. All the guilds of
the churches of the Presbytery are uni.
ted together in & union. Tbus the
ecclesiastical advantage is gained
and the ctoser union of workers of
the same.faith and order, working in

 Bresoytetia) | entire - barmion
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y with the Presbytery,

Jo'that m sook
guilds have been organized to consti.
tute s Presbyterial union, the guild
system extends with wonderful rapidity
into churche. that have never thought
of any kind of associstion before.
Furthermore, when the influence of the
Presbytery is given in favour of the
guild organization, the guild organiza.
tion becomes = recognized past of the
work of the Chutch.

3. But the advantages of this Presby-
teraal union culminate in the training
of Christtan workers. It is difficult, of
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ers in congregational or parish guilds
But if they can be united into Presby-
terial unions under the direction of
Presbyteries or other ecclesiastical
bodies, then the workers may be train-
ed by general co operation and the em-
ployment of con.hetent teachers, iec
tures, text-books, examinations, and the
like. This mcthod of training is at
wotk in Scotland, but it is easy to see
tha it might be made much -nore efh
cient and thorough. It is punsible to
train Chrictian workers in an undenom-
inational union; but as things now
are, and are likely to continue to be for
some time at least, it is better for the
Christian workers of each denomination
to be trained by themselves. It would
be possible to combine a certain elect
number for trainingsin undenomina-
tional unions; but the great majority
of Christian workers who need training
would keep away, or be kept away,
from such undenominsiional training,
partly because they need training for
special work in the forms and methods
anddoctrinesof theirowndenomination,
and parly because of the colourless
character of a teaching which many
think is calculated to undermine the
efficiency of the organized Churches of
Christ.  If denominational untors of
this kind were organized with denomin
ational training, 1t would not be diffi-
cult to cultivate the spiiit of union by
occasional exchanges of lectures and
joint meetings.

4. Another advantage of the Preshy-
terial unions is that these may const-
tute a sort of exchange for Christian
watkers. In this way the weak churches
«nd mijssion stations may be aided by
Christian  workers  (rom  stronger
churches. Sucl}laniexchmlgc is greatly
necded, especially in our large cities,
and alv » between our large ciﬁcs them-
selves and thelr own suburbs,

5. Another advantage of the parish
quild is its flexibility and comprehen
sivencss. Thete are two difficulties in
our churches at the present time: (1.)
The associations are too special.  Zea.

sllimpo
ol ‘witkers. The tnaining of the
wy in the goilds is by means

not impossible, to train Chnstian work. | 8

longe¢r young, ate interested an the so-jations with poizes. ‘The deaconesses’, and make them a hobby, and orgamze
ttraming school 13 10 give that hagher

|.\ssoualwns for the vromotion of thise
speaial nbjects  Un.ces there 12 a sul-

is not & part of the Chureh, for it hastis proveled for men m the Scottush ! ficaent number of zealous persons inter

ested i a varicty of objects. some one
or more speaial ojects will absorb the
attention of 3 congregation, and ather
objerts of as grear, and even greater,
interest, will be overlooked or forgotten.
li, however, the congregation be 1arge,
and there are many enthumasis i &,
there will be several rival assaciations
contending for the mastery. Now the
pansh guild overcomes both of these
evils, Its design is to orgamize and
teain Christian workers, and to direct 1n
all forms of Christian work. It covers
the denonitnational watk wihia the
parish, and in the refation of the pansh
to the greater missionary work of the
denomanation

it also covers the undenominational
work. The guilds of the Church of
Scotland are essennally fellowship
gwlds. ‘The second most prominent
feature is the literary branch. Al must
unite 1n fellowship 2nd the more apeci-
fic Christian work ; but only a portidn
will engage in the literary work.  There
are also winging clubs, Brble clacses,
white « 0ss branches, tempcrance
branches, athletic clubs. Indced every
form of Christian, social, benevolent,
and physical culture may come within
the sphere of the panish guild.  These
are not so many separate and rival or-

anizations, but branches of one organ-
1zation, so that the unily in the guild
does not prevent the vanety of the inter.
est. This gives (reedom to some to
extend the operations of the guild into
the social, the literary, and the physical
culture, at the same time enables others
to confine it to the strictly religicus
work of the Church.

It will be evident that the guild sys-
tem of the Churches in Scotland is an
advance upon anything that we have
yet organized in America. 1 think that
it would be of immense service to Am-
erican Christianity if each denomina-
tior. would organize such guilds [y all
its churches, and associate them in
unjons in gccordance with its own o
clesiastical forms,

THE GUILD Df, Y.M.C.A. AND S.C.E.
But some are asking what then will
become of the Young Men's Chriztian

Association and'th
Ende: ’
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Young Men's Ch ¢
the Society of Christien Endeavour will
only be favourable, 1fthete are any
who think that these undenoniinational
societies are destined to break down
and destioy the Protestant denomina.
tions, the h guilds will certainly
event such a muin,  But f “thoze who
ave a correct understanding of the 1e-
la‘ion of these societies to the Protes
tent churches, there need be no diffi-
culty in the parish guild, It seemsto
me :hat it will be the work of the parish
uild to organite and direct the Christ-
1an workers in the parish. It will be
the work of the denominatioral unjons
to train the Christian workers, and Ji-
rect and help them by larger experi:
ence and counsel, It can only be for
the advantage of the Young Men's
Christian Association and the Society
of Chnstian Endeavour that all these
Chrittian workers should be organized
and teained. The Society of Christian
Endeavour is an undenominational
union, with which the parish guilds
may unite with perfect freedom.  The
Socictier of Christian Endeavour in the
congregations would be trarsformed
into parish guilds, but they wou'd con-
tinue their fellowship with the Soclety
of Christian Endeavour, The organi-
zation of an increased number of parish
guilds can only be helpful to the unde-
nominations! union,—unless that union
is ambitious to control the Christian
workers in the dcnominations, and
would regard an ecclesiastical union of
the guilds as a rival,  If there be any
such feeling in the general organization
of the Society of Christian Endeavour,
its death is sure, and the quicker ft
dies the better. But I have never
heard or supposrd that it had an
other aim than to promotc the best wor
for Christ and His Church. The So-
ciety of Christian Endeavour would
thus have a grand work before it, as an
undenominational exchange for Christ-
ian workers.

The Young Men's Christlan Asso-
ciation has & work of its own, outside of
the linuts of Churches. There (s little
doubt that it sometimes unintentionally
encroaches on the work of the local
churches, and gives annoyance to
Christian pastors and ecclesiastical au-
thoritics, But such cases of friction
a‘c less than one would be likely to
expect, That they are «o few is an cvi-
dence of the great efforts that are put
forth to avoid friction. The watk of
the parish guild can only be helpful
to the Young Men's Christian Asso-
ciation, for it furnishes them a much
larger number of trained workers. A

lous ladies and gentlemen become in-
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(Continxed ox page 1337)
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