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land theciry oif the ministry which identifies it witb the "Tho Divine cheice i8 exprcssed threugh mon the Di.
pat.e lien ait the bottoanl of the distinction botweeni vine word enlightens and zhe Divine spirit guides."
pastors and a"tinig pastors, bias an air of greater proba- 4. Whiat authlority is thore for the functio'is elailned
bility tebout it. According to this, the ordaiined are for associaJ.ons? None whatever. Thore is even less
mlinistors enly while paBtors of paîrtieular churcee. New Testanient ovidence in their favor than for colin.
Oeaeaiîg to be pastors thley domîlt the ministry, and be- cils. Associations are niierely si manifestation of the
conie laymian. Dr. Ross combats this théory witlî ivos- gregarinus elemoent in sauctified human nature, aind are
peais whicli are fatal to it. It hias neyer been exten.. one form of the social dovelopnz iii religion. This
nively hold, and ini 1867) was fortitaily rcpudiated tby la ieft te the v'c1untary action of Christian peopie lied
the Cor.greg.itîotial churches of thé- United States whien churches, but that an optional form of organization
they said ini con vonticnj:-"lîe îniniatry includos ail shouid be the depository aind custodian of innisteial
who aire calIJtd of Ood to prencli the gospel. and tire set standing is absurd. Dr Ross aseunies that' associa-
apart t> t.heit work by ordinaitionî." Dr. Rossaîpprovea tionalisîn la ail integral and essential part of the Con-
of this thetwy ais "scriptural, reasonable and adequate." gregatioîîai polity. But it la not. 'I'lere are inany
But it. is îîottewortly that lie niakes one or two addî. churches aind ministers who stand aloof freas associa.
tienîs to it whichi îodify it considerably. Thus ho tiens, andiIt la oxpressly and atoutly mlaintained by
mnakes it at Poinît to speak of iniisters as "ordained by IBritishi Coîîgrogatioîîalists wvitli entire unanimity,
the anîace."md IRser-ta %vith a dogîîîatisni well aigu so far as we are aiware, that their statua ib equauiy good,
sulime umîcugh te he ridicuilous, that timeir position as whetlîer ivitiain or withouf, an association. Tliere a
Dîni-9ltcrs-, or theii- 'stalîdîng"r* W, lie is fond of cailing, those iu the United States who take the saine grouîid,
it, is ia thme liands tif thme asqociation of Churcmes lu the and thougli but a sinalI mnoriby non', thore *,an be
particulai loca1itV whcere tbiey reside. 1littie doubt their nuiiiber wvill iner3ase, until tho asso-

Dr. l{tîsL; article is long, occupying 22 pages of the ciational tlîeory shares the fate of the couîîcil theory.
bIItI4 <Ai lîd cuomprises niaîîy natters poculitir te Dr. Rosa acknowiedgos the faulure of the couiieil sys.

A nericain Cting.regationalîsîî, lu whlich we hiave oilly «teni, as lhe well niay lu the face of the fact that for 30
hist-oricul iîterest. Buit tiiere tire 'great principlic 1 years past it lias been falling ioro and more intodiauîe
vol vet iii it which coîîcerni Chîristian chiurches lu ail 'unt-il to-day two-thirds of the pastors lu the U. S. have
agea and lanîds. Thiese ive shadlin tlîo main diacusa. noever been instalied. The attempt to, nake association
Perliaps n'e ette get at thlem boetter b)y asking a few conîpu]sary will end in the same ivay. An increasing
questionîs. nunîlber of mnisters snd churchies wiil drap eut of

1. By whiat atioritattive standard is this dispute, theni until more are they that are unassociatud thani
anîd ail otl ers about ecceeaiasti-zeil iîattors, te be set- aire associatud. When this cornes to pýasa, Dr. Ross
loda' Is there any. anid if sot wvliat, and whiere is it?; iili have t() hunt up aneother theory cf niniisterial

Dr. Rouss qumureas Punimlard, thie Camnbridge, Savoy, and standing te replace those that have boon. weîglued ln
s aymrook platforas. U'phaîînt's Ratio, tlîe Congregatioîî- thbaaceaîdfudiatig
fil clctictaarv. the Boston platfornî, ani even the stat- 5. W'hat la the solution of tîmee whole dificulty? The
Utes tif sonie States, but nover once îiiakes blis appeau answer la, returni te tlhe good old wvay of Newv Testa-
txe the. Nuw% Test4mieîîî. Eithor it la mnute on the sut>- mont sinîlicity, the discovory of whici ernancipated
jeet lic disctiî,stes, or it fi% cf no authority. Congrega- the fatliers and founders cf Indepenidency front the ce-
tioalists have f r-cm thoir carlicat history been distin- clesiasticai tranîmieis wvhich bouind thien. Some lingea'-
guislîed for nîaîking the New'restau.m t their text-book, ilig influence of the eld tinie 1-\e% Enganîd systeni cf
()f ecclesiaîstical îaolity, tiud if this 1, iot it. they bave churchi and statu seerna te bc casting a apeli evor Dr.

noue.Ross§~ mind. Wilat nmore standing doca a miinister
62. "'liait is ordinuationm? ()nly a diplomla, a declara- want thant ordination and cluurch membership give

tion tiat., il, the opinion of the partie,. wbe ordain,'the Ihil Dr. Rosa refers more than once te a legai stand-
malisf fit to be a iiinistar, and is justificd ln thin *ing ung accorded by thle courts in somo oif the United
that lod hIstt ceiuled liiiii tc this work. statAs, wich lis assuredly a vestige of chur-ch and state.

3. Doos ordinationî iiake i inistera' If sei Paul He aise centeuids tlîat a miniater should have standing
was unt a inhilaster, tlioîi!zh hie over aind ovor again ays aniong ]lis peers, and net dopend on layuîen for it.
ho w-as, la Moody at iiiiiist or, or only a "speaking This le essentiai sacerdotalism, and involves a view cf
brotlîor'*- -only a 'laysiian"-as Dr. Ros3 wouîd say? things against which gonuino Cengregationalism hias
Congregatioualists have ilîed fri tiamie ilnniumormal always protested. It ha -s nover sanctioncd the distinle-
that ordinmationi docs net imî'îko the uxîlister. Princi- tien bot%-oea clerg-y and laity, or exaited ininisters as
pnil Fairbairui weil expresses thoeir position by saying, sueh above the brotherhood. Authority la recognived
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