THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT,

as a fact, the principle is being practically conccdcd’
by Losh Presbytenan and Episcopal communiuns,
Notwithstanding the protest of preshyter and priest,
“ this is rank Congregationalism,” the rnyghts and hib
ertics of wdividual congregations are bemyg moie
largely recogmzed, and as for creeds, “atticles of ce-
Igion” certamly sit hghtly on the Anglican Church,
and when, as m the case of the Presbytenian As.
seinbly ar Hahfax, A.1. 1877, * doubts and dificuhr-
ics” regarding what was viewed as a fundument.ad

of wizdom, of love, and of power  to teach us how lo{ ~sush 2 step being contemplated,  He or any other
inprove them for Wi own lory, and the salvation of - Lrother is at bberty o starta cause at Strathroy or any

that world for whanly the Lord shed His precious
blopd.”

OrR Bosiness Manager asks us to state that the
price of the " Yen ook 7 ts twelve cents each, post
age or express charges included ; that the edivon 1
“now exhousted, while orders for it are still comung i,
cand should any church or individuat have copics that

other place, also the same hiberty to make an appeal
to Congregational «huches {or assistance under such
atzumstances, s guite tewe we have a ¢ Mission-
ary Souety ;" olho, us wreasusy possesses not the
funds to faunch torth ino new fields of tabour, |
think any man may be Jusulied f n good standing
with the body, to make such an appeal for ad.

We shauld strive to assist each other to advance

doctrine were degahzed, we have arrved o lung way ,they do vot ragure, they waff confer a favour by send-, 1nd eatend our botders, mstead of casting the least

toward the disavowal of creeds as a permanent bond
of umien, ‘There appears no reason why this first
principle of Congregationalismi should be departed
from, either in the present march of progress or w the
example of the Church in its most successtul mission
ary days. Indeed the principles of self-govermment
and of personal and congreganional freedom are per-
meating the entire sphere of Church l:ife. s there
not daager in this unrivaled extension?  Not tf we
recognize the consciving pronuse, Zech, i, §. When
the restraints of outward law are repudiated it Le
comes all the mose necessary to culivate true spuie
life, yet this will find expression 1 a positive form
which Dr. Wilkes’ second principle expresses —syw-
pathy, confidence and co operation of sister churches,

g b a post card stating the number that may be

; had from them.

W E are giad to know by the following cotting from
‘lhc Toromao papers, that one church bas the cour-
‘:lgc to free itself from the stgme of the members of
- uts choir beiny also members of an operatic company,
and, as such, appearing at a theatre.  We heartily
thank the pastor and officers of the Metropoliuan
I Chrch for this service (o relgon

© Each of the members of the Metropaolitan Church Chon
b who bas goncd msell or fierself to the involities of ** Pina-
'hm: " recened a copy of the fullowamy Jelter -

Meutroraotitany Mirnopist Caeren,
Tartonte, Feb 23, 1380,

s MaABAM far NIk,

shadow over the pathway of any brother. As Mr.
Lowry has baen labouning for some titme amongst us,
and having taken possession of bis present field of la-
bour, I trust he may be sustaimed +f he is worthy, and
if not, let some one say so,or clse hereafter hold their
peace. JusTICE.

To the Edutor of the Canapian Invrere: nraT,

S1i,~ Will you please allow me a short space in
your valned paper to reply to Rev. W. F. Clarke’s let-
rer.  Had this gentleman been aware of the facts of
the case, 1 don't think he would have been so veady
to have rushbed into print. There bas never been a
Congreganonal church here. A few services had

Lhe brusicos of the Metropolitan s bicen held by some of our ministers pnior to my com-

intercommumon, mutual love and respect ; and sume | U b baving leaned from a1y bl that yon aiea wiem- | g in October, but we have no organized member.

writers contend that Congregationalism differs from
Independency by s recognition of thus pracucal fel-
fowship between the churches.
may be permitted for the purpose of perspicuity inthe
preseat article (though we may be disposed to ques
tion it in 1ts general apphlication), then must it be ad
mutted, [adependency can never bring about Chnes.
tian unity, rather disintegration, and therefore hke
to grease upon the broken edges of a china vase, fatal
to ail efforts 1iade to cement them,  Plymouthism s
independence with avengeance; all seckers for Chns.
tian union that approach its doors may read on the
lintel what Dante read over his Inferno : * All hope
abandan ye who cater here.” 1t may be a question
for aur Canadizn churches to consider how far they
have,incontending forthewr Independency, allowed this
second principle to drop out of sight. To a very great
extent Congregationalism has been a teacher uf uther
dencrmmations.  May it nat without loss of dignity or
principle become in ume a learnes?  Free trom all
effete systems, falsetto confession, unbel.eved articles,
let it manifest now its power of co-operation, w bas in
its principles capacity for proving uself no ununport-
ant factor in the uniting work of the future.  Let n
hold fast that which it has, that none take from 1t its
crown.,

‘These papers started avowedly with the limited de-
sign of pointing out the direction in which he hind-
rances to Christian unity. That task we now propose
to bring to a close. Some future and occastonal
papers may appear upon the constructive aspect uf
the quesuion, In the meantime, congratulating ouy
Anglcan, Presbyterian, and Methodist biethren upon
their growiny congicyational proclivnies, we would 10
our own following say in the words of a recent writer:
* Congregauonabism has a noble futuie before 12, 1f 1t

is able to shake itself free from the influence of con- |

ventionalism, to shew in its practice more of that
elasticity which it prides tself upon possessing, to use
wisely that liberty for which it has so gallantly strug.
gled, and to develop that power of Christian willing.
kood on which it has always insisted as the basis on
which the support of all religious nstnutions must
rest.  Vapousing talk about principles will profis
nothing in the absence of practical evidence of their
life-giving influence. Selfsacrificing zeal, wise un-
derstanding of the signs of the times, promptitude
and dibigence in mecung the demands of the age,
boldness and decision in carrying on the conflict
against error and sin, are the essential quahficavions
for progress.  We cannot live upon the traditions of
the past in an age when the claims of every system
are being scrutinized, and when those organizations
only will endure, which shew that they have a work to
do, and that taey ARow hosv fo do it Never was
there grander opportunities, May He who has placed
us in the midst of them give us His spirit—the spuit

ter of an orgawraton hnown as the **Taopto Chach
y o Opeta Company,™ and also that you have aanounced
cyeursdfan saud bl s a mensiocy wi the Mettopatnan Chuich

are beredy dpenne-ed Eonvmembenship on sad chaee And,
further, that <honlil you bereafter use the mime of ths
chiurch fun samdar onrposes the Board will take such pro-
cutdings (o teatian Yo as they may be adaised.
am. Maulaw or S0,
Coure. et et

]

T. 1. Masos,
See. Trastee Board.
GZlorrespondence.

1O CORRESPONDEN) S,

Write as brietly as posstble - ouer space ss lnmted —on one side of the
paper sely,

The ¥ d1or 1v not sesponsible fur the opinions txpiessed by corres.
pondents.

Rev A O Cossarand A J Colwelland *Senen,” next week

LOVE GIFTS.
Tothe 1 ditor of the Cavantan INperaspENT,

Sir,— 1 deswre to shew that at least one pastor is
i full sympathy with the remarks of ** Layman,”
m your issue of a few weeks since.  The reply
which  * Pastor” attempts 10 make is, to my
muud, not at all satislactory.  tew coukd set a
higher value on love presents than I, but 1 should
desuwe them to eapress love simply and unmistake-
ably, without haviag behind them a hint of my
real or supposed poverty, such as [ should sup-
pose to be included in the @ift of a suit of clothes.
The same principles may be applied and the same
practices followed in mamfesting love to a pastor as
m manifesting love to any other person. In the list
of gifts which * Pastor” suggests, 1 should object to
nuhc except the suit of clothes.  And my reason sim.
ply s, that 1 wish to be treated by my friends on the
same terms as others. At Christmas 1 gave a friend
an expression of wmy good feehng by the gift of a book,
"but the bestowal of sundiy arucles of wearing apparel
|1 should have considered insuling.  Gifts in these
cases are bestowed not o 1clieve necessity but to ex-
lprcss affection, and the more the latter is sccured
| without a suggestion of the former, the pleasanter it
lis for the reapients of love pifts,

Frome, o7tk Feb., 1880. W. J. CCTHBERTSON.

g MR LOWRY'S BEGGING LETTER.

: Tu the Editor of the C anavtay ;\mexns.\‘r,

[ SIR,—1I should kke 10 say a few words in reply to
the Rev. W, F. Clarke’s communication tn your last
issue. Surely Mr. Clarke speaks with greut authority

. when he gives us the following sentence, * Mr. Lowry
must not be permitted to start } nusstonary society
on his own account within the jucisdiction of the
Western Committee.”

| “There is nothing in Mr. Lowry's appeal to indicate

‘ ship as yet, and so those who attend our munistrations
| were formerly members of other churches.
If this distinction , Char, Faw nced By the Boadto ifoim you that youy howerer, to organize as soon as numbers will warrant.

We hope,

There are some here who have heen Congregationalists
many yeiars ago, i the old country, but have not been
connected with any of our churches wn Canada, ex-
cept one lady whom 1 know, who still retiuns mewn-
berstup in the church in London,  As there was no
Congregatonal church here they and thesr famlies
have been connected with the other churches for
years, and thus have been lost to us as a denomina-
tion.  As 1 understand the watter, we must have an
organized membership before we can apply in proper
form for missiopary aid.  We tan hardly claim sup-
port fiom those who are not members and yet they
are nobly doing what they can and arc anxious that
we should be sustained here.  Our cause looks hope-
ful and the auendance 1s increasing although there
are able mimsters and strong churches in our midst.
It was byandwith the consentaadadvice of two orthree
of our firm supporters that we made the appeal, so we
have not been ignonnyg or disregarding the junsdic-
tion of the Missionary Associavion, when the facts are
understood. It was on the broad platform of Scrip-
wiral principles we appealed.  “ Bear yc one another’s
burdens and so fulfil the law of Christ.” *Let the strong

: bear the infirnuties of the weak.”  Already seventeen

or eighteen subsciibers are taking ovr papernow. We
have a good opening for a church and an important
ticld of labour, and we thought sister churches would
gladly assist eur strogghng nfant cause till we could
obiain help from the Missionary Society. \We have
the respect and sympathy of other churches in our
town who wish 1o see vs prosper. We are in the
Master’s work and why should we not receive the en-
couraging and fostering care of sister churches. There
15 no refusal * to cluster around” me. 1 bear the love
and estcem of ministers and members of our town
churches, s well as of others hore and elsewhere of
our own and other denominstions who know me.
M. Lowry.
Strathrop, Februasy 21, 1850,

To the Editor of the Caxamiax Ianrreabrsy,

Sir,—In reference to the mistake in the INDEPEN-
DLENT, last issue, ] was ordained to the pastorate of
the Milwaukee and Bayview Congregational churches.
I received a Jischarge signed by the Council that dis-
missed me o arnother pastorate and from there
to my present pastorate at Alton. 1 received
a leuer signed by the Clerk of the Convention
s which my charch was located, 1o the Presbytery of
Chatham, March 1gth, 1877. Also a letter from Rev.
Mr. King, Presbytenan numster, Buxton, the macer-
ator of my session at Tilbury, where I laboured for
many months. 1 have a letter also, highly recom-
mending iic, from there, by one of our own ministers,



