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valueti at (1I2o, andi the length ai the threati is about
twa hundreti and twenty-six miles. One pounti ai this
thread is more valuable than twa pounds ai golti.

I3efore ]3ritain becamne so great a commercial
nation, each town andi village had its weaver, and every
gooti housewife ivas expecteti ta furnislh lier family with
linen ai her own spinning.

The Russian factories produce annually gootis val-
ucti at over four millions sterling, wvhich are made en-
tirely fromn flax fibre. 'Much linon anti thread is matie
annually by the peasantry at their homes, the value ai
wvhich canmaot be obtaineti.

Flax used ta be extensively grown in Irelanti, but
the acreage untier this crop has greatly decreased in
thme ]ast feiv years, andi we are chiefly dependent upon
foreign supplies. We use up about twa huntireti mil-
lion pountis, and the appraximate value ai the linens
matie in the Uniteti Kingdam is ten millions sterling.
In France the quantity praduced is greater. Henip is
mare generally usei _for bagging andi ropes than for
clathing, since sackcloth is seltim indulgeti in.

What is termeti in commerce IlManilla hemp " is
in fact a plantain fibre, our inmports ai %rhich have
trebled in the last quarter ai a century, and are valued
at two and a haîf millions sterling. Although chiefly
used here as rope, dress fabrics are matie ai it in the
Philippines.

Another fibre wvhich bas been much vauinted, but
bas neyer came extensively inta use, is the nettle fibre,.
species of Urtica or llothnmria. The French have
adapted the 1%alay namne ai"1 Ramie," but iin India it is
termed -'Rhea.- 'rhere are probably two species,
Urtira ni-vea ai China, anti U. cayndicais ai Java. This
first furnîshes the strong andi beautifful fibre waven into
a fabrîc which bas been iîappropriately called Ilgrass
cloth." The bark is, in the East, soiteneti by bot
water or steam, and then separated inta its tender
fibres. The best is obtaineti iram the young shoots; it
is glossy, tough and lasting, cambining, ta some extent,
the appearance af silk, with the strength of fiax. For
more than eighty years experiments have been carrieti
on with machines for decarticating the fibre, but unsuc-
cessiully; heiike the difficulty ai removing the bark
and preparing the fibre bas kept it from comning ex.
tensively inta use. It is, however, largely grown in
Mexico, the Unitedi States, France, Quenslanti andi
other countries.

Passing naw ta a consideration of the animal fibres
used for clothing, the first is the waol ai the sheep.
There are ncarly 5oo million sheep in the wvorld, and
these produce yearly about ,oao million tans ai wool.
A heavier impraveti Reece is non, abtaineti in aur
Australasian colonies, averaging about six pountis ai
greasy wool per sheep. Lt is curious ta notice that the
British possessions supply the bulk ai the wool pro.
duced, anti wc are becaming less anti less dependent
upon Europe- Although colonial wool has declineti in
price about one-hali per baiecin the last 3o years, yet the
quantity produceti bas enarniousty increaseti, having
quatirupleti in that period, and the average annual value

ai the sales lore lias increased fromi C7,000,000 ta
(C26,000,000 yearly. Our imnports of wool are steadily
increasing, fur the greater part af tho world:s clip coîîî--s
under tho lianimer at the London poriodical wvool sales.
Last year aur imports reaclicd 737,600 million pounds
af sheep and lamb's wool, but to tlîis lias to be added
the imports ai alpaca and goat's wool, wvoolcn rags (ta
be wvarke 1 up again), sheepskins and the production of
wvool at homne, bringing up the total ta )78,Goo million
pounds. We cxpartcd 430,000 miliion pounds. l'le
value of the imports af these wvools last year WvaS 28,610
million pounds sterling. The 4l8 millions ai population
af Europe andi Narth Ainerica consume 2,225 million
pounds ai ra'v wvol, or in the proportion ai nearly threc
pountis af clean wvaol per inhabitant.

WooI as an article af clathing is becoming more
generally useti than formerly, and even the teemning
populations of China, japan, andi South America, are
beginning more ta appreciate wooi as a clathing
material.

Goat's wool, or mohair, andi alpaca, are elemients
ta be considered in the wvoolen manufacture. Formerly
wve useti ta get aur fine goat's wool only from Turkey,
but naw aur colonies produce it, andi wv receive in ail
19î million paunds. The export [rom the Cape anly
datesq fromn about zSGS, wvhen it amaunteti ta but i02,-
570 lbs. ; now the shipmnents reach îa,ooo,ooo lbs.

European compotition bas proved very disastrous
ta the fine fabries which wvere once matie up in Asia
Mlinar fromn Angora yarn. This industry,w~hich is szaiti
ta have once employed i1,200 looms, turnîmg out 20,000
pieces af stuff annually, besidos gloves and stockisigs,
anti a miaterial wvhich wvas waterproof, andi used as
cloaks by the wvealthier people, lias about cntirely dis-
appeareti, and we get aur chici supply af mohair from
the Cape and Australia.

The hair of the Angora goat %vas woven imb
cloth by the ancient Persians. These garments were
dycti in brilliant colors with khienno or cochineal, and
robes ai such extreme beauty andi splendor made iromn
themn that they wvere worn 1-y the kings ai Persia.
The hangings of the Jevisli Tabernacle c6nsisted of a
fabric madie ai goat's hair.

In the district oi Orenburg, Russia, a great trade
is carrieti on in shawls and neck- wrappcrs. These are
madie ai gossamer-like wvcbs ai gaat's hair *oven.
They are marvellously light, a vcry large slîawl wceigh-
ing only a few aunces. Many ai themn are sa deli.
cately made that they can be passed thraugh a finger-
ring. Real cashmiere shawls are madie from the down
or under fleece af the Thibet goat. In the time ai the
Great Mogul Eniperors, 40.000 looms was the rcputed
number in Thibet; ench loom averagcd five shawls an-
nually. The present number ai cashmere looms is
stateti ta be about î6,aoo, and the annual manufacture,
So,6oo shawls.

Thc first shipment ai alp.-ca woal from Islay anti
Arica -was about fiity-seven hundrcdweight in 1S3 4 ,
butin 1349 one million pountis were sent to Englanti,
and naw the United Kingdom receives four anti ree-


