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sl Rrrumbling the dame reccutered
Uy e ’

{( Bayih laughed ‘nn she returned
te sfhe mon.

* Rachol I8 In one of her cantank-
orous moods to-night ; shoe welcomen
pot the thought of Father Morgan ”

¢ Poor old Raoche),” sald Sir Ru-
port; “if aver a falthfal heart reat-
e 'neath a  rharp oxterior, it is
hers. Dick hore says ho may not
stay over the moerrow.”

Ch ! why that deadly chill ngaln ¢
Tho girl’s veoice had lost 1ts joyous
tone as sho nddressed her tousba.

Do stay, Dicky,” she said; “why
must thouw hasten thus away ?”

“1 would indeed I might remaln,”
roplled the youth, at the same time
avolding those dlear, teuthtul eyen.
“1 long, MWke thee, to hear Mass
onece more, hut duty callg, and I must
from hence on urgent business [
may retiwrn, howoever, before he
Jeaves,” he added, after a slight
pause

“Come, thaco Ix right, Dick, my
faed I exvelmimed hils unele, cordiadly
“ I know that thou witt do thy hest
Now, let's to supper ™

- - - L - »

That night, when all but himself
1oy wrapt i slumber, Richard Tre-
Voo paced restlessly up and down
hiz room, with kaitted brows and
hands elenched

* It must be dune” he muttered,
“"twill never do to allow such a
chance to wlip me. This fellow Mor-
gan s the very man they are bont
on taking; the price of his vapture
will be well worth having And yet
~but why should I hesitate? 'Tis
only my business, for what am 1?
—u pald spy,” and he laughed harsh-
1y. “ Yes, o pabld spy; ensy work and
and good wage! But that Norton,
how he did threaten me. * Trevor,'
he sald, *dost think U keop thee in
my service to lend the life of alazy
dog? "Tis time thou bestlr thyself!
Track out that raseal Morgan or in
the foul flond’s name I'N cut thee,
bag and baggage. What a chance!
Here 1s this Morgan flying to my
very armg! Norton and his band
are searce thirty mlles away ; I have
but to rlde honce and make my
terms, Ah! I forgot my cuncle!
Should they capture a thief beneath
his roof lie will be in danger. *"Twil
be vertaln imprisonment, it not
death. Nay, I cannot—he has been
more than a father to me all these
Fears, And little Gwynyth—¥ love
hor, too—shall 1 cause her this bit-
terest grief? Nay, 1 haye not fall-
thus low. Yet the reward — the
money—God knowns I need 1t And
Norton's favor—In o moment he can
ando me, turn me away, penntless,
and in debt. Surely thero ls 2 way
between the two. [ shall find it—T
must.,”  And he paced feverishly up
and down.  All at once he drew up.
“1 have it1” ho cried. It suall Yo
done! The money shatt be mine and
Jet my uncle shall “e safe. Thoy
think I hie to London on the mor-
rew. 1 &' all return quickly with
pressing tidings to Sir Rupert. Yis
&ieter, the Lady Marjory, shall be in
danger of death and tmplore his pre-
sence. He will go.  In hils absence
Norton and his band shall come. The
priest discovered, 1 shall hie after
my uncle and warn him to keep
away. As for Gwynyth, the child
will be safe enough in Dame Rachel's
care.”

And so the night wore away nnd
the household of Llanfair slept
peacefully on, all unconscious of the
danger brooding fa thelr very mldst.

CHAPTER 11.

On the morning following Father
Morgan’s ar:tval Gwynyth set out
on her palfrey to tell an old servant
who lived at some distance of the
spriest's presence among them.

“ How rejoiced he will be,” sho
thought as she passed the avenue
gates, and anily ghaking her bridle
she set off at n brisk canter acrpss
A4n open bit of country. Her soul
was happy within her—for had she
not assisted once more at the great
sucrlfice and received once agaln her
God, for whpm she ready to suffer
80 much ? Coming to the cross-roads
she paused a momeut. Her oyes fol-
dov ed the whole line winding far
Aawny to the left. |

“In a few days,” she thought,
“ Dick will be returning from Lon-
don by this way. I shall be here to
meet him and learn his news,”

She turned her horse's head in the
opposite dircction, nlong the less fre-
quented lard which passed by the old
man’s dwelling. Trotting briskly she
turned a sharp corster and came un-
expectedly upon o horseman riding
slowly towards her. He was rend-
fug intently sowe papcrs in his hand,
80 that she could not sep his face
lShe glanced at his horse Inquisitive-

y.

¢ Surely that i< Biack Saladin," she
anid, unconsciously speaking aloud.
“ How comes a stranger to be rid-

ing him ?

At the sound ¢’ her volce the man
ralsed hiz head

“ Richard? she cried In amaze-
ment., For & moment she was ut-
terly tnken aback. “Dick! It can-
not be thee!” she oxclalmed again,
appronching him,

Apparantly startled he arew in his
tiorse, quickly thrusting the papers
tnto his doublet.

“And why not, forsooth 2" he re-
Dlied, hastily; * have I not as much
right to ride on the Queen's highway
as thou thyself, Mistress Gwynyth ?7*

“ Yes, yes,” she half laughed, but
continued, stlil In amagement. 1
thought thou wert stlll In London;
how comes It that thy business was
80 quickly deszpatched ?”

“Thou art not overjoyed to see
me, methinks. Doecs my unexpected
Ppresence disturb thee or my uncle
or Interfere with your devotions ? If
®»0o, I can return from whenco I
came,” and he halt turned his hotse.

Y Ney, stay, Dick, stay! Thou
knowest T mean not that, [ was
but surprised at this unexpected

meoting.”

Suddenly a thought struck her.

“ But Richard, say ! thou cannt nat
‘fiave been in London, for thou com-
est from tho wrong directlon I

Bending over his horse he hesltat-
e before replying.

¥ Black *Saladin ‘cast a ‘shoe,. and
. 1X-mought.tho.nearest forge at hand.-
But'come, sweet Gwynyth, let s, re-
tien  togoethery and: tell -mo low
: faroyit with: Fathef Morgan? I

iy {ather hath but now bade me j
Revh out old Daniel aud tell Lim the
ficnd noews 1 will speed swifuy and |
will he with thee ore lomg ™

“ Nay, Gwyny th, thou canst hot Jdo
0"

The girl's eyes spoke her surprise

« And why not, forsooth ? 3 fa-
thor's orpabds are not to ho xo light-
1y disonrded. Loave my bridie, Rich-
ard, and lot me go!"

“ Denr cousle, 1 have good reason
In sooking to hinder thea  Believe
me, I have o purpose in what J say 3
thou canst not go”

“But I musi, 1T will go,” she eried

Seeing her propared to ride on, the
Ind became exarperated and angrily
cintehed her nrm.

“ Thou shalt not, I say Look thee,
wench, in youder hollow a  whole
company of troopers oz hid. Think-
est thou I wiil lot theo ride by, to

bo  Jeered at and insulted, por-
chanee 2
“ Soldters, Dlek, woldiers ! She

passed her hand over her brow in a
dazed manner, * Why are the sol-
diers here, Richard?” She en 1ght his
arm and  gazed anieusly into his
tnee “ How dast thou know, good
Dick, that they are here?”

¢ Beeause T have seen them, thou
silly wenel,” he answored, sallenly
“ phut come, I hnse loitered iong en-
ougl, fet us ride home " He spurred
ot Black Saladin and czught  the
bridle of the white pulrey

Once again that sudden chill struck
the glrY's heart and o heavy fore-
Yoting fear passed over her  Silent-
1y she rode by her cousin's side,
thinking deepiy. And ns they galaed
the terrace Sir Rupert appeared o
tho doorway.

*3Wwhyat now, my Rlchard! Art
back agaiv so kKoon? Thie Is indeed
awecet fortune.”

“ Ay, good uuncie. I have made
great speed, for, alas! I bring evil
tidings. Thy sister, the lady Mar-
jory, Hes in London dangeruvusty iil,
even at death's door, I fear me, and

et his unele safely away ,
1toway an clear as diy, they wero
bBetiayed ! With a well angh supei -
human offort of will hie collected hin
thoaghts  But o few moments for
action remained  The priest nust
be suved, brt how ?

o Rachel” he watd, * 1 eharge you,
speak of this to no ons,” and with-
out another word he had turned and
bounded up the stairs

Meanwhile Gwynyth, who had fol-
lowed hor consin to the corner of
the house, stood gazing at the dls-
tance, watehing with & strange fns-
cintion «hin band of men as  thoy
hastened down the steep road to-
wards the coust. At first she wasg
ton dezed to thiok, then did all man-
ner of doubts and (uestions crowd
Intu Ler mind, almost uverwhelming
her by their foree and hersistency.
Haa Richard—no, no, it could not be;
she must not allow these wicked
thoughts to ereep upoun her The
soldiers woere but coming as & mat-
ter ol course to such & well-kaown
Catholle house  They might search
as much ax they wished, but they
could never find the hiding place—
unlegr—ah ! why had Dick been s0
queer of Inte? hWy his [everish
Baste to gel rid of s unecie? A
hundred Jittle Incldents cecurred In
lier memory, U at last, augry with
hersell she  turned impatiently
nway As she did sd she percelved
her father’s tall form emerge f{rom
the house, He hounded on to the
handrome charger and the next mo-
ment was gualloping down tho ave-
nue, koon to be lost amid the glcom
of trees .

Gwynsth's eyes filled with tears.
So e was gone, gone without a
word to her, not even n look.

* Pgor father,” she murmured; “he
iz very distressed about my aunt's
fllness, and now this trouble, too!
Well, I am glad ho is gone, for rnw,
come what may, ho at all events iy
safe.” And Rlehard also gave a
wigh of intense rellef as, turning, he

greatly desires thy pr v

“ Tiis Is sad news, indeed,”" groan-
ed Sir Rupert, * but God grant she
mny yet recover. 1 will to her this
very dany. Look thee, lad, do thou
prepare my own good horse for my
journey to-night, I lhave many
things to do ere I start, but with
God's grace I will set forth at sun-
sot. Wilt see to it, Dick ?"

“ Gladly, unele,” and he lad the pal-
frey away, Black Saladin followlng
by his slde.

“ A, Y now, my Gwynyth, let us
visit the good priest and tell him of
this fresh gorrow ; he will ruccor us
us by his prayers.”

“ But, futher, I have also evil tid-
Ings; the soldlers are hard by, en-
camped boyond the wood, Thinkest
thou, my father, that they have
lieard a priest lles here?”

“Tut, tut, child, the soldlers are
ever on the move just now. Their
presence here portends no evil to us.
But 1 am glad, sweet child, thou
hast totd me, for it behooves us to
use every caution. 1 grieve me that
! must away to London, but yet I
think my absence will tend to allny
all suspiclon. They will never dream
that a priest 1s harbored here while
1 mn elsewhere Thou art growing
fanciful, phild, and seest danger at
evory turn. Come, my Gwynyth, kiss
thy fatler, then run and bid Rachel
prepare for my journey about sun-
down.” .

With his own hands Richard sad-
dled Sir Rupert’s hovse that even-
Ing and led him from the stables.
Twilighit was setting on the country
side, beginning to shroud all things
in its sombre, mystic gioom Dick
knew that now cvery moment was
precious, and it was with difficutty
that he restrained his lmpsatience.
At length his uncle appeared on the
doosstep, closely followed by Gwy-
nyth, who was brevely trying to
torce back the tears which would
rise up in spite of hersgelf,

“ You must take good cere of thy
cousin while I am away, Dick,” said
Sir Rupert, cheerlly. * Well, John,
what is [t ?" he added, aspthe old
man came liobbling up, appaPently in
o great state of excitement.

“Plense, yer honor, there’s Queen's
men, roldiers, acoming over the hill
at the baeck. They bhe making for
the court, yer nhonor!”

Gwynyth grow deadly pale, for o
moment she couwld scarcely stand.

“It has come at last!” she thought.

Dick muttered an angry eaclama-
tion under his breath. He must
make one more effort. now or never!

i1.. ince was flushed with exclte-
ment and there was o strange quive
er In hts volco as he urgently ad-
dressed Sir Rupert.

* My uncle,” he sald, *I implore
thiee, postpone not thy journey not
anather instant! "Twill Yt drasw
down their suspletons to sae  thee
thus sinyed tu the very act of set-
timz forth. Belleve me, go as though
nothing were amiss. Leave the rest
to me. 1 nssure thae it is best !

“ Perhaps thou art right,” replied
Sir Rupert, sfowly, “and yet I like
not to leave the child——"

“ Think not of her,” Interrubted
Richard, chafing with impatience; “I
shall make her my first thought. 1
undortake to dixarm all susplcion,
Leave all to me !

“1 trust gliee, Dick; I shall go.™

It was almost more than even
Richard could bear ; he winced under
the honest, conflding eyes of Aig
unclo, and muttered, turning away
hide his confuston:

1 go L0 parley with the captain;.
‘twill better cover thy departure.”

“Rachel, have You my saddle bag?”
ealled Sir Rupert, lhis foot on ‘the
stirrup.

“ s hore, master.” He re-enter-
cd the house, but before he had tak-
the bag the old servant stonyed him,
Her small, sharp oyes looked keenly
Into tis an she well nigh hissed tho
wdrds:

“ Doware! we nre betrayed! Sce
hore!" and she proluced A paper
signed by Thomas Norton to the ef-
fect dhat a cortailn suwr of money
shounld be patd to Rolard Trevor on
hir delivering one James Morgan,
Popish priest, into the hands of the
State.

“1 found It Luy maw-in* AMaster
Nek's room,” sho sald; ¢ there are
tow_who oan ‘g0 undstectod. when
‘Rachel ia-ahout!" . atd 'she almoat’
smiled In triumph at ‘hgr'own oun.’

ning. | . TS
’ %:r Rupert graeped the back. of an’
onl

BN mur«roy wappiets for A&, Mo~

would falnsee-him again’ and: he | ment overything soom 39:»\‘&0--1

< 1810 hw-diand>onshar beidlg tU lead: | forehiu: (He saw. 1t,all3 Riohards;
¢ N2 SRR "y Bk .

beheld his uncle’'s form riding swift-
ly down the avenue.

CHAPTER 1L

“*Tls well,” muttered Rici.ard as
he climbed the steep road to meoet
the soldiers; “my uncle 1s safe and
my work becomes the easler. (leo,
here they come.”

A rough, brutal set of men thoy
appeared as they approached; thor
heavy footsteps rang out on tle
xtono path, while their coarse lnugl-
ter Jeered on his car.

“How now, puppy?” exclaimed the
leader, stepping forward and clap-
ping the youth on the shoulder;
“ thou hnst not played us false, 1
trow ! Hu ! ha! this Is o good plece
of work; 'tls a fino bl.d and one
that has used his wings to some pur-
pose.  DBut to-night his ilmbs  will
be bound and his head era long, me
thinks, will be set loove!" and gmiv-
ing vent to a harsh, trlumphant
laugh hie led the iad on.

“ Look thee, Master Norton,” ex-
claimed Richard, * 1 have played n
dangerous gamo and led thee to for-
tune and favor. Thou knowest the
priest is here, but without my aid
he svlll not be found, and I (wear I
will not help thee unless thou prom-
fge on thy consclencs that the girl,
my cousin, shall not be lujured or in
any way moles*ed by thy brutal
men.”

“ Tut, Yoy, my business & not with
maids, but with massing priests. On
my oath my men shall not touch a
hair of thy pretty cousln, and {or
that matter,” he added, waving his
hand majestically, “1 extend the
snme protection to all the women
They cannot hinder us in our work.
Regarding thine uncle. Rupert Tre-
vor, 1 will not pledge myself. Me-
thinks he may like enough prove
troublesome."

“On that score, Master Norton,
thou needst have po fear. My uncle
i8 ere now in London attending the
deathtrod of his slster.”

Thr priest-hunter cast a glance of
suspicion at the youth, then appar-
ently satisfied: * Porhaps 'tls as
well,” he remarked; “our way will
be the clenrer. But hark thee, rene-
gude, not one penny shalt thou re-
celve till that dog Morgan is fast
bound and cuffed; thou understand-
est, methinks 2"

Richard nodded nssent, but his
handr clutched in the angry latred
he fenred to show. Assuming anoth-
er manner, he' turned to him Repre-
catingly

that——"" he hesitated and colored
with shatte. “1 would not that my
cousin and her old nurss kuow too
woon that this Is my deed. Give ine
not away. With thy good leave 1
would appear at first to be against
thee and thy band. But when the
blue room is reached and Mistress
‘Frevor is safe in her own chamber
1 will pulnt out the secret place and
press the spring, too, il necessary,”
he added hastily, the color flaming
1o hir cheeks.

Norton lnughed harshly.

“ut, glirl!” he Jeered, * =0 soft
and dainty in thy feollngs, 8o shame-
faced Iln thy deads! I must needs
make a man of thas, and thix will
be thy first step to-night. Well, be
it o, I will not teach thy cousln to
think il of thee zooner than need be.
Thou «anst not ascape us now, and
these are mere teifles.”

By thi« time they ahd reached the
house, and Norton placed his men go
.that no ono could possibly pass out
undetected. Tho main door was stitl
opoen and Gwynyth and Damo Rachel
stood In the hall,

“ Here, woman,” sald Nortln, ad-
dresaing the old servant, *“1t hath
come to my ears that you have one
of your rasoally prlests secreted
here In thie Paplst don. Lead mo
at once to his hole.”

Tho dame looked him up and down
for somo momonts In sllent con.
tempt.

“ 1t you comes a-priest hunting, all
T can say Is that you have Uropped
on the wrong track,” she sald at
1ast, with all the Welsh woman's
dlsregard for truth: “ you will find
no Papist baggage here, and as for
n priest, forsooth, think you we love
e anl UHherty so Jttle as-to har-
.bor:one in these days ?  Besides; my

‘mngtor s away from homg,. and *tis

very. unlike, indeed, I should atford’
sheltonito anyane i his abssnce. .So.
ou may - take: yonrsell off-apd- all+

s‘?‘gr rafflan ore d(_ntocx;l“”—

vLis~/nelons T argue ¢hus, Ravki:

AL Jnte iposed

‘Richard; - these ‘e

b, S e i

yeR,

* Good Master Norton, I would not |

*Andesd, Master Dok, and pray
who toid tin 1w ats conrse tay  in
Siv RE tard Trovor's honesy hount-
hold

Ricantd  winedd  beneath  those
plereing ey os nnd shrank onco more
behind Norton

ARl this time Gwynyth had stood
at the far end of the hall, concealed
bhohind some heavy tapestry hang-
Ings, & gracefud littde figure In her
simple whits dress

The paleness of har {ace set off
to perfection tho large bruwn eyes
and the durk bhair hanging in ‘thick
wares over er shoulders,  She was
old for ber age, and possessing  her
father's strength of  wilt had now
subidued all chtldisy fear, determined
10 act her part  She came forward,
and her rotee as she addressed New-
ton rang out ciear and distinet

“In m) father’'s absence I am
mistress of this house I pray jou,
therefre, to cnter and make our
wearch ns the law commands,  Me.
thinks, however, you will find liere
no trac - of polest or Papist T trust
you wil' thvn tarry awhile to pur.
tnke of Dume  Rachol's hospitality
before further pursuing your jonr-
ney "

For o moment Thomas Norton
was well nggh taken aback by the
girl’s quiet case of manner.

“ A eivil spoken weneh,” e mut-
tered, “ and a  hnudsome one, too,
aibelt that proud gleam in hor eyes
I thank thee, malden,” hesaid aloud.
« T shall doubtiess accept thy hospi-
tality, but first of all to work Now,
woman,” turning again to the dame,
“Jead us ¢ the blue room; [ hase
no ‘.. - *e waste on idle search.”

The blue room! For a moment
poor Gwynyth's sell-control almost
broke down, and right thankil was
she of the dusk, which helped to hide
the veolor she felt wpk rising to her
cheeks. How did he know ? Waw he
algo aware of the hiding place be-
! hind the chimney? Were they indeed
betrayed 7 She shrank further back
into the glcom of the old hnll. But
Dame Rachel rose to the occaslon;
theres was no surprise in her volce,
only the natural annoyance of a
querulous old woman.

“1 troth, and what are we con-
ing to In these troublous times? In
my young days we'd have woudered
it the moon were turning blue to see
a party of ruffian men demand a
frec passage through the house of
honest country squire, to say noth-
ing ©of his being a kuight, to boot?
But 'what must be, must; times are
gndly changed! ‘The blue room?
Follow me, then, though "tis scarcely
worth the trouble, tor you'll find no
skulking Papist there. 1 prithee,
master, see that those men of yours
bring not an overlond of mnd upon
thelr boots to soll my clean floors”

With that she led the way up the
broad oak stalrcase, followed by
Norton and his party, while some
distance britad Gwynyth brought up
the rear. 9n the first floor Dame
Rachel turned down a passage lead-
fng in an opposite direction to the
bite room. Norton, who was by no
mentis unsusplcious of the old lady’s
good Intentions, muttered Into Rich-
ard’s ear:

“Sce thou that hee tnkes us aright.
"Twill go 1l with thee, thou sniveling
cur, i this proves byt a fool's er-
rand after all »

Richard murmured something in an
undertone; he feolt that Thomas Nor-
ton despised hlm. He trembled at
the very thought of Incurring the
brutal man's pager, It must not be,
w0 pulling himself together he called
to the dame.

* Surely, good Rachel, thou art not
leading us aright. If 1 mistake not,
the blue room i in the other wing.
Master Norton hath but little time
to ppare; he must make his search
and be gone ™

The dame stood sahrply round and
stood faclng the jouth, her eyes
finming with anger and cuntempt.

“ Thou seemst mghtlly taken up
by this priest hunting, Master Rich-
akd,” she wald; * if thowlt not follow
me, lead the way thyself !

* Nay, Rachel,” lle replled, making
a faint attempt at stilling, “ be not
wrathful; I would but save time.
Take these gentlemen to the blue
room, I pray thee.”

“1 tell thee, Ind, I'll not stir to
help them ! Do thy devll's work thy-
sell! Take thy frientl, férret cut
the prlest, if he be here, and get thy
wage. Pald «spy! Traltor!” she
hissed, * botray thy rehglon, thy
uncle, thy home and takoe thy filthy
Inere! Dost think I'll stir 2 hand to
aid thee 2"

She stood with her arms akimbo,
scorn and defiance written on every
feature. Richard cowed beneath the
torrent of angry wordz anl would
have slunk into the background hnd
not norton latd a heavy hand upon
his shoulder.

“ S0 thou trembling coward,” he
p ~ei) roughly, © thoa s@est the game
is up' They kaow thee for what
thou art, In with m2 hand and foot.
Lead on, I sa) ; show me the room
and the biding hole behind  the
ohiminey. Dost hear? 1 brook ne
delay ™

Not daring to disobey, Richard
made his way througit the men in
order to take them in the right di-
rection.  \s he dld 30 he caught
sight of Gwynyth, who had stood
witnesstng the scene from a dise
tance, The color rose (o hilk brow.
At all events she ghould not be pre-
sent at the last act she should not
see his tinal disgrace

“ Gwynyth,” he sald, huskily, “get
thee to thy chamber. These are no
soenes for a malden.”

With something ltke a sob the
girl flew towards him and flung her-
sell at his feet.

“Oh! listen to me, Dick” she im-
plored, clasping her hands and
spoaking In an undertone =so that
none but he might hear, “by tho tove
thou hearest thy uncle, who hath
ever treated theo likke a son, by the
love thou hast for me, thy sister-
cousin, hear me. Save the good
pricat’s llife! It can yet be done, for
they know not the room. Dick! Dick!
it vou have a heart within you, if
you belleve in & God ahove, b2 not
talse to your rellgion I

“ Move-ron, I say,” orled the volee
of Norton; “rond the wetich abvout
her buslness, of,’in the fidnd's name,;
‘I do it for theat” "~ oo
Trevor hastily dragged-his cousln

from ‘horknees:-and: forced ‘herto

ARt BT aeel UL Mo citivred

- 7T ChRst ot ‘see, | e - mutiered,;

T AR wn[ugﬁ‘ “Th 1"‘; Ahs
R ARA \u . Rl

And bet them barp el erbed the
thob freelaye horsell from his grasp, '
her d ok ey es Nlashing . are we sach |
covapdy that we foar to suffer u g
the ¢ouse of truth ? Ah! Dick, my
counin,” and her manter soltencd
oneo again, © porfnre not thy soul
with sin, bring not the blood of this
haly man upon thy head  "Tls not
100 tnte, even now thou mn)at draw
back.”

She would hase aald more, but Nor-
ton, lashed to fury by the uwnnecos-
sary delay, pushed her rudely aside
and foreed Richard forward  The
men shoved past her, not sparing
their prutad jokes, and a (ew mo-
ments later she was left nlone with
Dame Kachel  All ire had fled from
the good old servant’s {ace, she was
all gentlsness now as she pressed her
loved manter's child tenderiy in her
arms

“ TThis i% nu place for such as thou,
my sweet Mistress Gwynvth  Let us
hie to thy ckamber, for Pere, indeed,
we can do no more ™

* Nay, Rachel, replied the girl, as
she quietly but finmls freed herselfl
from her old purc«e’s embrace, “what
others have strength to suffer shall
1 fear to witness? Our presence
may at least afford somo comfort
to the good fathar in s hour of
need Come, let us follow them”

The sounds of angry ‘oleer and
fond hammering filled the air as the
old woman and maid slipped unper-
celved tuto the room. The mantel-
piece was already shattered; four
men hed combed into the great fire-
place, probing and knocking with
thelr crowbars, But in vain; the
firm stone and iron work resisted all
thelr efforts. At last, weary and
hot, they had to own that the task
was beyond them, unless they set in
unbuilding the chimmey, and that
could not be done untfl morning, for
twilight was fast giving place to
darkness.

Norton gave a hard laugh.

“Think you I would go to that
amount of time and trouble when I
have by me so easy a means of ob-
taining access to the Papist 2 Here,
thou dog, lulft! thy compact; touch
the spring of this traitor’s hiding
place ! and laying his hand on Rich-
ard's collar he appcared almost to
1ft him icto the fireplace For a
moment thore was a conflict with
his better nature, buc fear and av-
arice galned the day. Breathlessly
fic ran his hand aloag the back of
the fireplace unttl he feit his fingers
slip Into the niche he knew so well.
He pressed it firmly. ‘That which
had appearel so unresisting before
slid noiselessly into the wall, dis-
playing a falir-sized cavity. Erethe
sold!ara could rush forward to seize
thelr prey & man garbed as & monk
stepped out and stood calmiy sur-
veying his assailants. But what was
this ?

Richard, with an exclamation of
surprise, started forward, & sudden
ery of * Father! father!™ rang
through the room, and a childish
figure In white darted through the
men, {iinging gerself Into the arms
of Sir Rupert Trevor, for It wus in-
deed ho

Thomas Norton turned in a fury
upan Richard.

“What means this, thou hang-
man's cur? Hast thou played me
talse ? Who ix this mani”

Beforoe Dick could collect his
startied thoughts hig une!~ answer-
ed. .

“1 am Rupert Trovor, hé sald,
“ master of Lfanfalr Court The
priest you seek s not here ‘Twas
but to cover hig retreat that I thus
took his place; he has ers now, I
trust, attained some snfe shelter.”

Norton was white with anger.

“ Thou shait llve to rue thiz day,
thou traitor Paplst,” he cried, mad-
doned at the thought that the bird
he had tracked so cleverly had flown
trom under h's very nose; *siuce
thou wert 20 eager to take the place
of this rascal priest, thou shalt keep
it, aye, to Tyburn Itself, if I have
feeay in the matter. Methinks we
shall find bere proof enough of thy
villainous defiance of the Queen's
laws.”

With that he made asigi to his
men, who immedlately dived into the
aperture, returning shortly with
vestmeants, craciflx, chalice, inissal,
tn fact; all the requisites for Maws,

« s well,” anld the tenderi “'see
that they be taken witl: us. And ns
for thee, thou gallows® bird," turns
lng to Richard, * 'tls through thee
my prize hath escaped. Henceforth
1 dizmiss th~e form my service. Dost
hear, thou skulking hypoerite 27 ’

But for once his words fell ldly up-
on Dick. whe condd only lean against
the wall, murmuring to htwself -

“0Oh! what have 1 done? My
uncle ! My uncle!”

Norton addressed hiz men

“ Secure- the prisoner.” he cried;

“ ] have no time to waste.”

Two men stepped forward with
fron manaelas and attempted to push
astde the child, who stil! cluag to her
father, her head buried on his breast.

¢ Sweet Gwynyth, he murmured,
kissing her agaln anld agaln. “ thou
must loose e now, dearest”

But tho girl only clung on the more
tightiv, and it was by shere bLrute
strength that the men at Iast suc-
coeded In forelng her away. Then
dil all self-control, all restraint
break down as she saw him standing
these so dignificd and quiet while
they londed him with fotters She
turned upon Richard, her eyes flam-
ing, her volce trembling with pas-
slon.

“ See what thon hast done,” she
orled; * ser what thy vile treachery
has brought about! Base spy! Un-
grateful dog! Murderer of one to
whom thou owest all things! There
Is o God above, a God who will
avenge the lbnocent. May his curse
fall upon thee aud mayst thou never
have n momont's peace! } am bdut
a child in yenrs, but griet has made
me a woman, and as such I curse
thea; with all the atrength of my
nature do I curse theo! May thy
days be Hiled with sorrow and may
the thought of thy uncle, whom thou
hast delis ered to his death, torment
thee ever, and the niemory of thy
ch}fln, whose heart thow hast brok-
en!" .o
Shs paused, exhaustold by her vehe-
‘monce. Hot father’s words fell upon
-her ears, qulat”and oalm, yot tull. of-}
Jove, & contrast :to-hor-own words;
[<of hatved, 7 S
: Te GuinSth He muud, it grleves,
ype to heat my-dwn child
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