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frue disciple will be ashamed to profess his
Master,
But let us now attend to the answer of the

Psalmist to the question he has put; for it is

one that demands so much that the hest may

well pause and ask himself doubtingly, “A\rt

thou such an one?” The deseription given
in the 4th verse of the man whom God will
choose embraces the various great character-

enunciating something distinet from the oth-
ers; so that it may almost he regarded as a
logical division of what is necessary in such

a negative definition or deseription, and each
deserves our consideration. (1) Speaking
positively of such a man, i. e., layving down
what Le must be or must have, it is stated
that he “has clean hands and a pure heart ;"

It may be suid that one of these qualities in-
cludes the other, for that when the Leart is
pure before God, the outward life will also he
necessarily good,  Stjll the division, for the
suke of clearness and emphasis, s guite gd-
missable, iLasmuch as tiere are many not
openly profane, and to whose conduet” little
can be objected before a human court, whosp
liearts are unregenerate and hard, pitiless

s rigorously as the Pharisees.
istics of u righteous man, each expression ;
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of our doctrinal orthedoxy is very commati,
of supposing that external rectitude is suffi-
cient 1o entitle a man to “stand in God's holy
place,”  Certainly it is much better to live
decently than profligately; but dream not
that any form of outward behaviour proves
vou to be men after God’s own heart.  None
chserved the ritnal of the Mosaic law so
They added
to it many ceremonial observances, “ holding
the traditions of the elders.” ¢ Except they
washed thejy hands oft, they ate not.,” 'This

" strait-laced piety of theirs was shocked at
aman, The verse gives both a positive and |

secing our Lord's disciples eat with unwashed
handx. “They made broad their phylacteries.
and enlarged the borders of their garments."
They were yenerated by the people as holy

S men, and respectfully saluted in the market-

' places with  Rubbi, Rably” Who so able
i. e., ke is both outwardly and inwardly gogd. !

where suffering calls for pity, impure in’

thought in the very presence of virtye, Cer-

tainly the grand principle of Christianity, and |

oue 1o he found both in the Old and New Jes-
taments, is its law of heart purity, the superi-
ority i ascribes to pure desires and purposes

n expounding the Jaw, who more strict in
paying all their lawful debts and taxes, even
though it might be on the trifling articles of
mint, anise and cummin, And yet what was
the tremendous sentence launched against
them by Him who was so gentle to the pub-
lican and the Magdalene? "¢ Ye serpents, 38
generation of wipers, how can yo escape e
damnation of hell?”

o, then, the heart must he ¢ pure;” and
so also must the hands be “clean.” True,
“to the pure all things are purey” but it is

only to the “pure” that they are so, There
) ! b

.is a vile Antinomian doctrine, now dead and

in the inner man over mere outward acts. !
Its language is, »My son, give me thy hegrr.” !

Its thorough-going principle is, go to the foyn-
tain head, heal it, and the wholesome waters
will flow. “If the root be holy, so are the
branches, Even go every good tree bringeth
torth geod fruit,” Christ pronounces every
acthion to be good or bad agcording to t}{c
motives which inflyenced us 10 do it, and
every thought or wish to be as decided]y an

buried it is to be hoped, that sin being in it
nature exclusively spiritual, can exist only 1
the thoughts and not in the actions, and that
therefore nothing is sin to those who have
freed themselves from the bondage of the let-
ter and believe that they are above all ordi-
nances; Lut such a doctrine springs not from

“the parity but from the depravity of the

clement in morals, in right or wrong doing, -

as actual behaviour,  On no other pringiple
sanc mgn's whole being he reached ang ye.
formed.  And this is what Clhristiunity ajms

at, the pegeneration of our whole man, the

bringing ot us, soyl and body, into g right
selation with Gogd and his laws. Al 1eli-
gions that are of human origin are ingcom-
plete s in xome vespects they may be eycel-
jent, bpt they are sure o be wantng in others.
Aud in that whigh is deepest and mosg per-
¥usive, in grang pringiples from which alony
Jife flows, tney ful most utterly,  Thus Rab-
biniam, and Hingooism, and Mobammedan.
i, alj avempied to regulage the cutward Life,
1o lay down mimpte djrections for every pos-
o sible cpse that might occur,  QF course suel
an atjempt is hopejess; such systems only
rucceed in making their most eurnest volariey
groan under & Yoke of rules, rites and obser.
vances, Therefore, my hearers, 1 besecch of
yuu do not Bl jnto the erpgr, which in spite

heart. Body and soul are alike the Tord’s§
and therefore not only must cur hearts “ be
sprinkied from an evil conscience,” but our
bodies also myst be * washed with pure wa-
ter.” “RKnow we not that aur bodies ore the
menbers of Christ3”  And if so, what is the
natural conclusion?”  Why, ¢let not sin
therefore, reign in your mortal body, that ¥@
should obey it in the lusts therecf.” Rom-
VL. 12, Of this be well assyred,—that even
as under the old djspensation, the ceremo-
nially unclegn might not enter ihe sanctuary i
so ynder the new, # neither fornicators, noer
idolators, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, no¥
ahasers of themselves with mankind, no¥
thieves, noyr covetous, nor drurkards, nor re-
vilers, nor extorticners, shal] inherit the
kingdom of God.” (1 Cor. y1. 9.)

(2) The negative description of the right~

. eous man; what he must not be; ¢ who hath

not Jifted up his squ} unto vanity, nor S\\'Olj':
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degeitfully,”  There have always been me

- who have set their affections on the things o

this world, and have found their life in them:
forgetful that the “fashion of this world pass-
eth away.”  They have lified up thejr soyls
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