
172 ~Te Moihly Re<cord of the Ch/mrch (f*Stbu

THE SUSTENTATION SCUEME.

Titere is one part of this scheme which
ve highly approve of, namely: Thiat
which provides a retiring allowance for
aged and infirrn mîn!;sters.

We believe that more are willing to
contribute for this purpose than for as-
sisting weak or unwilling Congregations.

Our ministers remain so short a time
with us that fltw have grown to be old
men in our midst. If providing a retir-
mng allowance will be the means of keep-
iing them longer with us, iv'e believe we
fbould try to secure a fund for this pur-
pose. Whiat is the use of endowing a
Diviniity Hall, if ail our most promising
men prefer to go elsewhere after they
arm lieensed ? Better try and keep them
inI our midst. If a few of our rieh men
would only start with a handsoiue suli-
scription, the poor ivould have sonme en-
couragement to give their dollar. We
îwust soute of them will set an example
of liberality. With regard to assisting
veak congregations, our true policy is te
uite, where that can be done, two or

more of these charges, so as to make,
thent self-su staining. It is mere folly to
dincde congregations into sucli sallî
charges, that instead of bein g able to psy
a mînister decently, they are a constant
burden upon others, and cannot psy
more for the support of their minister
than a common section does for a grade
I& school-master. In a highly prosper-
eus county, where wealth and population
are rapidly increasing, there would be
the hope that a weak charge would grow
atrong in a short time ; but we should
remember that our charges are mostly in
%ricultural rerons, where there i.s no
wapid progress in wealth. A momeýnt's
,eflection will show the truth of our
ohements. We are acquainted with a
freshyterian charge in> this county which
M said flot to have increas;ed by the ad-
dition of a single family frorn withaut,
ince it was first orý-anized. Were our
oeuntry full of manufacturea there would

be sorne prospect of' weak charges be-
coming '- lf.-sustained in a short period of
time. But it is flot so. Our tru -policy,
we repeat, is, where congregations are
iveak, as they fâll vacant, to unite two or
more of them under one minister. And
hitherto the Colonial Commnittee has sup-
ported tlîein: when the eommittee with-
draws itýs support the above will be the
only alternative. CM

coxlTiNt WUS PROVII)ENCE

Providence has no Sabbath. No
night suspends it; and front its labors
God neyer rests. If 1 may compare
srnnll things with great, it is like the
motion of the heart, beating our march
to the grave. Since the <lay we began
to live, the heart lias îiever ceased Mo
beat. Our limb-s may grow weary; flot
iL. We sleep; it neyer sleeps. Need.
ing no period of' repose to remit iLs
strength, by night and day iL tlîîobs in
every pulse; and 'oristantly supplying
nourishrnent to the meanest as \v;-Il as
noblest or-,an-, of our frame. With
measured, steady, untired stroke it
drives Jhe bload, along the bounding
arteries, without any exercie of wîil on
otur part and even wlien the conicious-
ness of' our own existence is losL in
dream[ess alunibers.

If this be a just view of Divine Provi-
dence, may we not rest securelv ? Shaîl
we not bid our troubled spirit be quiet?

VTie stepi of a m~lr in are ordecred
by the Lord," says the Inmpired Volume.
There is ai) un-.lIam'>eritig eye upon us
-there is a heart of infinite love beat-
inge re:>poiisive to eve-ry necd of our
earthly life-there are armi of Ornnipo-
tence uniderrieathi and round us. Let ui
be still-quiet a-; ait infant on its rnother's
ariu. Let us commit aIl oiiir interests t(
the keeping of our heavenly Father.-
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