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for the same purpose as myselfi—that we knew hetter, and conld afford (o smile
at the whole affair, At the foot of the idol sat, erors-legged, an old Braliman,
the family Priest, who received the offerings of the worshippers who kept pour-
ing in, and who, imwediately atter presenting the offering, prosteated themselves,

ressing the forehead agains the floor in front ot the idol. Tt was astrange sight,

Couny Bengal and old Bengal were befure and around me. Here was young
Bengal represented by these young men erowding and chatting wound me in
the centre of the square, without one atom ot reality or faith in their hearts
and there was old Bengal represented by that old Pundit in the recess at
Doorga’s feet, and by the streaming erowd, chiefly women, entering, offering
their gifts, prostrating, and then passing out to make room fin more. The one
had no faith ina living God, the other had taith in a dead idod—the one knew
the Truth, but would net worhip it 5 the othier thought that a i was the Truth.
and in lowliness worshipped.  God have pity on hoth !

Kali, I have said, is Doorga in another form. She came for a different purs
nose, lived a diiferent life, and is worshipped at a different festival and ander a
different form.  Dr. MeLeod, in Good Words, deseribes a visit to Kalighat (the
Ghat, or landing place, of Kali) frum which Caleutta, or Kalighata derives its
name, and I therefore do notsay anything about it, save this—sthat repulsive as
it was when he saw it, he did not see it at its worst. 1 saw it at the Kali
Poojuli; and of all the caricatures of worship ever presented —of all the
irreverence and unsecmly riot ever displayed, T don’t believe anvthing ever
surpassed this, unless it be in connection with Shiva worship in some of the
localities where European influence has not penetrated.  Shiva worship. which
is just the deification of productiveness, and has ended in beeoming a detfication
of lust and prostitution, especially in the South of India, is abomination pure
and simple ; and it tells an awful tale concerning the moral condition of India,
as well as affords an awful corroboration of the truthfulness of Pauls picture in
the first chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, when we are told that there are
more temples to Shiva in India than to all other deities ftogether.

My helidays were chicfly spent in a trip up to Darjeeling, the greai Sani-
tarium of Bengal, situated” on the side of the Himalayas, at aw clevation of
7000 or 8000 feet above the sea. I went up for several reasoms.  (1). I had
been “down”  with fever, and still feit weak and wanting in vitality. The
fresh air of the hills was just what Ineeded.  (2). I wished to make enquiries
concerning the aboriginal Hill Tribes, with a view to the establishment of the
Aboriginal Mission, which, you will have learned trom the Chureh of Seotland
Record, the India Committee have resolved to establish.  (3). A new Union
Church to be for the uce of all evangelical clergymen was to be opened, and
the Depaty Commissioner had written to ask me to go ap, spend as long as |
could with him, and, as representing the Church of Scotfand, preach the fist
sermon in it.  So I went, and never was I more delighted with any of the
journeys I have ever made.  Not only did I get put up to a few * wrinkles” in
India travelling—not only did I witness natural beauty en a scale of grandeur
compared with which ail that I had ever previously seer had only been seen in
microscope ; but the spiritual converse was mest refreshing 1n 1ts nichness of
Brotherhood and Love. Conceive of a scene such as this i—~.% church newly
dedicated to she service of God in the heart of these mighty mountains at the
foot of the second foftiest peak in the world ; a fuw christiau men and women
surrounded by hundruds of the will untutored men of the hills; the Lords
Table surrounded by Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Congregntionalists, Baptists,
and, for aught that I knew, representavives of other denominations, making
visible the true union or all who are united unto the Lord Jesas ; a Presbyterian
ciergyman (myself) preaching from the Word, aw old Baptist missionary, whose
wo:ﬁ hasbeen abundantly acknowledged by the Master, consecrating the elements
by prayer, and stirrfng up our remembrances of €alvary by exhortation ; and



