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Municipal corporativn-~Centract with compang-/——Franchise fur
water supply—Prolcclion against fire—Liability of com-
pary to ratepayer.

A municipal corporation. vith assent of the ratepayers, en-
tered into a coutract by which it gave th:: defendant company
the exclusive privilege for twenty-five years of constructing and
maintaining a system of water supply to the municipality. The
company was authorized to fix rates for water supplied for dom-
estic purposes and was obliged. for protection against fire, to
have hydrants at certain places and at i1l times, except when
the plant was undergoing necessary repairs, to have hose of a
specified size and capacity and maintain a specified pressure of
water. The property of B.. a ratepayer, was destroyed by 2 fire

- which attained serious dimensions owing to the pressure being
at the outset much less than that required.

Held, Brodeur, J., dissenting, that there was no contractual
: relation between P. and the company ; that the contraet did »ot
i evidence any intention by the parties to it to give it a right of
! action against the company to each ratepayer in case of viola-
tion of the provisions for fire protection; and that B., therefore.
could not maintain an action for the value of his property so

destroyed.

Held, also, Brodeur, J.. dissenting, that B. could not main-
tain an action for damages on ‘he ground that the failure to
maintain the pressure stipulated for in the contract constituted
a 44t or quasi-dclit under the law of Quebee.

Appeal dismissed with costs.

Mignawll, K.C., and Duranleau, for appellant,  Alwalcr,
IC and Buchanan, K.C., for respondents,
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