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resources of the hurnan race." Ail who have followed the
recent progress of the w;- r against those diseases which have
kept the tropics dlosed to civilization 'viii perceive the trutb of
Lord Robson's stateinent. - In Canada. however, 've have flot
these dread diseases. but we have others serious enough. It is
t(- one onlv that reference wiii 1>e mrade as it is o>ne in
whicb the naturalist is concerned. Next to tubercuiosis the most
serious of the preventable diseases is infantile diarrhoea. This
disease is responsibie for a greater mortalitv among infants than

ayother preventable discase. and Mie imiportance therefore of
cbildren in Canada may be reaiized from the fact that for the
four vears 190>4--7 the average infantile mortaiitv per 1.000 births;
in Ontario wvas 149. 53. compared with 130. 7 5 ini England and
Wales. wbere thereisa far greaterand murecongestel population.
T1i< greatcst factor responsibieffor the sprcad of this diseasc is the
liouse-flv. In mv addrcss before this Suz-ivty tweive months ago
1 ct)nsitdred at iength the rtittion of bouse-flics to public health
and the means of controiiing these insects. In consequence. I
shalh refer but briefly tut bis subject which iliust rates the bcaring
entomoin,-gicai knotvedge bas upon this aspect of public becalth.
Carefui investigations bv Niven and ut bers have sbown that
t here is a close- correspundence between the aggregate number
()f house-flies in bouses and the aggregatc number of deatbs from

.diarrhoea week hv week and that there is a dloser correspondence
<if diarrhoeal mortalitv u~ith the number of flics than witb any
at ber varing scasonal fact. and that tbese seasonài facts are
capable of interpretation in the number of bouse-flies. Observ-a-
t itns also bave sbiown that flics cluster espcciaill about the
nomes and mouths of infants suffering from diarrboea. and their
prediect ion for milk a.nd sugar is weli-known. Even tbough the
spetifie cause of this disease wbich camres off the lives of thou-
sands uf infants in Canada eacb vear is flot known. it is enough
to know that the bouse flv is the chief agent in the dissemination
of the disease. IMillk is also a factor in the spread of the disease
and the infection of the milk uitb the discase germs is largely
due to the agency of fies, as it bas been sbown tha! the bacterial
infection of miik can be reduced about 50%7 hy protecting it
from flies. Thc relation of flies te tvpboid fever is now becoming
aui accepted fact and tbe bouse-fly is regarded as one of tbe most
se-rious menaces te the health of the civdized communities: its
abolition and control is rightly c-oming to be considered a neyes-
sarv step in the improvement of the sanitarv conditions of our
citieç and towns. Legisiation is needed te prevent the exposing
of fruit, confectionerv and other fond supplite to the contact of
flues: te ensure that they- cannot breed in the usual breeding
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