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ing to the endogenous farnily. They have been carefully pressed in
nature's story-book, and are as perfect as wvleii they feil i0 those
bygone ages, before the probably 20,000 f Cet of rock, which bas
been formed si:ice, covered thern ; in those ages wvhen the g'igantic
saurians roanied these plains. But we Jeave this interestizIg spot
where we have obtained somne g-ood photographs and bagged many
fine specimiens of the fossil flora of these rocks, and hasteii back
to the Mackenziie t'armn wvhre soon ail our traps are on board. We
have divided our camp equiprnent iii case of accidents, wvhich may
happen at any time wvhite niavigating this rapid streamn. Reid-a
sturdy half-breed wvho lias hiad much rougli experience on soine of
our Ontario lakes ancl rivers-is to take die liglitest of our two
boats and during th e journey to take the lead, wvhiIe Mackenzie
and 1 are to follow. 1It is 2 p. m. on a lovely J une aftei noon when
wve step aboard our rudely made craft and loosen theni frorn their
rnoorings. The current here is very swift, and the momnent our
boats are loose they glide swviftly down the streamn and in a few
minutes wve are iii onelof the most dangerous bits of navigation
we shall probably encouniter. It is what is locally knowvn as the
canon. High and in places scarped banks corne close to the
margin ot the river forming a deep gorge throughi whichi a large
body of wvater rushes over and betwveen quartzite and other
boulders. It is a dangerous spot, and 1 hold nmy breath as a large
wvave dashes our boat against a projectîng rock, but fortunately
littie injury is donle, and our boat shoots stern first through tlie
remnainder of these turbulent waters, and soon wve are out of the
canon and gliding over a series of lighit rapids.

Belcwv this the valley is openi and patches of large spruce
occupy the sidies of the stream, wvhile in other spots poplar, grey
wvillow and other trees form dense shelters for the many wild
animais wvhich still inhabit this section of the Northwvest. Open

patches and wvooded lands continue till wve reach Tai] Creek, town-

ship 37, range 24, west of the fourth initial meridlian, District of

Alberta. We have no Y reached a inost important ecoraomic
localty, for here are high banks of Lignite coal. The top beds

are partly obscured by drift deposits or land sldes. Taking the

various seams- the thickest of wvhichi is about eighty fe'-there
is a depth of forty-five to fifty feet seen above the l" of Li e
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