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63 o.uﬁpe" Wwas iartly destroyed by two earthquakes in the year
Mjyreq” Its inhabitants were still engaged in rebuilding the
vesuviup(’m"“’ when, on August 24, 79, a great eruption of
Culapgy : overwhelllged the city and the adjacent towns of Her-
€8¢y, 0’? and Stabiw. So sudden was the outbreak that the
8ok b the Deople was prevented. A dense cloud of black
the Wllrst forth from the crater, and settled thickly over
of thin ’11.’ plunging it in complete darkness, A dense rain
Mingleq ‘S_ht ashes followed, and then showers of hot stones,
While with masses of lava giving off mephitic gases. Mean-
umunta‘{"eat. rvers of black Iava poured irresistibly down the
thoge W‘1‘1 sides, filling the streets and citting off the exit of
Were gyt 0 had taken refuge in cellars; while others, who
the dﬁf?pt‘"%‘to leave the city by the gates, were blinded by
Fop r g ashes and overcome by the sulphurous vapors.
Whep thee ys this terrible infliction continued ; and then,
byt an ae-smf’ke dispersed, where once was a beautiful town was
Tid mass of ashes, pumicestone, and hardened mud.

ent s
Wit| ’;tune§ went by. The rich voleanic soil became covered
the bur}i)rofu,swn of vegetation, and a new town sprang up over
dr e:d City, ouly to be destroyed by earthquake four hun-
g it‘rs after the great eruption. Pompeii then existed only
t e“llinllon-f and this located the lost city several miles from
1{1 the n{ablted ?laiu under which it was eventually discovered.
Vieinjy, ddle of the last century, the finding of relics in the
tiogg, y‘lxndl_lced the government to undertake systematic excava-
thy the I Inscription was soon unearthed establishing the fact
they tim true Pompeii had undoubtedly been found : and since
nd gy, © the work of uncovering the buildings has been slowly
efully carried on.
¥ith P‘::l Serles of engravings, from ¢‘Italian Pictures Drawn
i ot and Pencil,” presented herewith, give an excellent
%nd“(:til of the appearance of the excavation and the manner of
Overeq t;g the work. Fortunately the material which chiefly
Aoy Proble city Was not lava, which would have set like stone
but n ably burning paintings and melting objects in metal,
TeVicey light ash, which insinuated itself into the minutest
Y in and even through porous earthenware. The writer as-
Svey ity OPening a4 large wine jar still bearing the seals placed
Ph%dt lnOll_th at the time of filling. The white ashes had re-
t"thre :Wme, and had made their way through pottery of close
I""%nce 0"}({ now harder than stome. Generally, however, the
ing 5 ashes has proved a positive advantage, because in
out 5 Sitreet for example, as shown in Fig. 1, they are easily
W Objen\ removed ; while by packing closely around perish-
% the obfzts they have formed perfect moulds, retaining the form
Pegeq °VJects ufter the same have wholly decayed and disap-
‘elxted in F}}E work of removing the débris from a room is repre-
"heig}lt ) blg. 2. It is not frequently that articles are found at
rigy 41 2OVe four feet from the floor, as their weight naturally
ki gi:mhdownward through the soft mags of ashes. The
Vel ig au:' erefore rapidly prosecuted until the above uniform
'S are ¢ ]1:"31(‘ Then shovels and picks are put aside, and the
e’lgt e mat en out by handfuls, each workman carefully crumb-
,:Pel'i uce“ erial to powder before rejecting it. As soon as the
‘°1lld beig ¢¥e of any workman recognizes the indications of a
v‘ld t“lnpi g fprmed in the ashes, labor near that point is stopped,
‘:”ts in t"g irons are cautiously inserted to make two or three
ate;- bein f cavity. Then liquid plaster is poured in; and
Way andﬁ},eﬂ sufliciently long to harden, the ashes are taken
] -~ l(; cast removed. Fig. 9 is from a photograph of
nt) Obtained. The hodies are those of two women, ap-
ti:'ld. Thzr People, as on the finger of one an iron riny was
Othey, o elder one has the limbs drawn up as if in agony ;
%‘i‘ed. dlle &ivl probably of fifteen years of age, is more com-
;ﬁe Xty re of the hands is half opeu, as if holding something.
{‘tﬂges of l\;)tsetahe dress is exactly reproduced, even to the
ML) s s,
Psnﬂhe‘lf leved that of the inhabitants of Pompeii thousands
the ts, and sany hand in hand groped their way through the
thx:e stoog a° tscaped to the open country. At the chief gate
in h'édem of thetinel, who sternly kept his post through the
heldm ‘elltry bat dreadful day. ‘He died in harness. Planted
on aly, ;’X, he cov.ere(l his mouth with his tunic, and
Wld? fol) an; the choking and sulphurous shower. But the
e alive o fell, and finally filled the box, and buried the
Woyt), ;V_Stlll asping his weapon in one hand and veiling
2 grj llth the other. There, after ages of rest, he was
3 inco 41y skeleton clutching a rusty sword.
Jeop © Were V;nes Were made in the street leading to that gate.
o | dicay; © skeletons locked in close embrace, the teeth per-
"8 youth in its prime : skeletons of a young man
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and maid. They had fallen together in their flight, and death
had wedded them. There was a mother with her three children
hand in hand, who tried vainly to outrun death. Perhaps the
mother singly might have done it, but she could not leave her
children. Plenty of food for sad thought is furnished in re-
membering that six hundred skeletons have already been ex-
humed !—many in such positions and circumstances as to sug-
gest very touchin%episo es accompanying the final catastrophe.
Of the family of Diomed, seventeen persons were stifled in a
wine cellar well stocked with amphore of wine, some of which
bore the date of the vintage. The fugitives in their agony of
fear stood all huddled in a corner. Omne swooning girl fell for-
wards on to the bed of ashes that had drifted in.  She left the
impress of her bosom in the drift like a seal in softened wax.

An interesting little circumstance is connected with one of
these houses. The skeleton of a dove was found in a niche cver-
looking the garden. Like the sentinel, she had kept to her post,
sat on %xer nest through all the storm, and from beneath her was
taken the egg she would not leave.

The shops and taverns which have been exhumed are very in-
teresting as illustrating the domestic life of the people. Fig. 5
represents the interior of a baker’s shop. Eighteen hundred
years ago, the baker, having placed his loaves in the oven, had
closed the iron door, when he had to fly for his life. A few
years since the batch was drawn. The loaves are jet black, and
of stony hardness ; but the marks of the baker’s fingers show
plainly on them. In an eating house were found raisins, olives,
onious, figs, fish cooked in oil, and other articles of food, some
retaining their natural appearance and all plainly recognizable.
It is a curious fact that a precisely similar mode of cookery pre-
vails in the modern Italian villages to that indicated by the
utensils and Frepared food found in Pompeii ; and in some in-
stances vessels have been found which might at the present day
be put to their original use, as they differ little from those now
employed. In one eating house, for instance, is a dresser of
brickwork in which are large metal and earthenware vessels for
soup, with furnaces to keep it -warm and ladles to distribute it,
precisely as are used in modern restaurants. Amphorx of wgne
are marked with the year of the vintage, the characteristic
quality, and the name of the wine merchant from whom they
were purchased. Taverns are indicated by checkers on the door-
post, or by a sign painted on the wall. The streets are paved
with solid blocks of stone worn in deep ruts by chariot wheels ;
and at one drinking fountain, where slaves stooped and drank
from the flowing spout, on the edge of the trough is a spot worn
smooth by the pressure of the many hands that rested against it.

The dwellings for the most part are small and low, few ex-
ceeding two stories. They have little ornamentation externally,
and are well adapted to a people accustomed to pass most of the
day in the open air.  The upper stories, being of wood, with flat
roofs, were speedily consumed ; but as those portions of the
house were generally used as storerooms or apartments for ser-
vants, their Joss is of little consequence. The ground apartments
have escaped serious injury ; and on their walls some of the
frescoes appear as brilliant as if rvecently painted. Figs. 6, 7,
and 8 afford an excellent idea of the various objects found in the
dwellings, as well as of their remarkable state of preservation.
Fig. 6 shows a collection of cooking utensils. It is hardly
necessary to cail attencion to the colander, the frying pan, and
the forks and spoons, as being the same as those now used.
Gold ornaments, copied from the designs shown in Fig. 7, are
now quite common ; and many of the terra cotta lamps depicted
in Fig. 8 have served as suggestions for the pattern of modern
gas fixtures.

The walls of the city, which have been traced throughout
their full extent, indicate that an irregular oval area of about
two miles in circumference was occupieﬁ. It has generally been
supposed that the population was 20,000 to 50,000, but according
to Signor Fiorelli, the general superintendent of the excavations,
Pompeii had not more than 12,000 inhabitants at the time of
the eruption. Kight gates have been discovered, and the roads
outside of them were lined on each side with tombs of consider-
able size and architectural pretension. The Street of Tombs, be-
fore the gate of Herculaneum, Fig. 3, was robably the principal
burial place of the city ; and the sepulchral monuments adorning
it give evidence of the refined taste and great wealth of prom-
inent Pompeiians. The streets, which for the most part run in
regular lines, are with some exceptions barely wide enough to
admit a single vehicle. The widest does not exceed 30 feet in
breadth, and few excced 22 feet. Five of the main streets have
been partially or wholly traced ; and with these a regular system
of minor streets appear to have heen connected. These thorough-




