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ANT EXPE1UMENT IN COMPOSITION WRITING.
1 was tirod of' liotening to so-called compositions on the trite

sub jcts ci' Friondship, ~VneEducatioii, lUopo, Pleabures of*
-Monory, Punctu:d ity, et idgenus onne. Evoiry Frid.ay aftern -on
1 lh:-d sufrèred untold tormonts while the lads and lasses of* .iy
class stunîblcd up to the platformi by my side andi mumbled of'.
thoir wise nothings on thoss subjeets. The affair wasgCotting te
bo as mnucli droadcd by me as I knew it wvas irksomne to my
seholars. Could anything be donc to awakon an interest in this
rcally inost valuable exorcise ? I hati oftcn striven te answor
tlîis query , and had occasionally brokeon the bonds of habit and
had givoiî out subjects whichi 1 wiýshod to be discussed or written
about. Somectimes it would bo biogriaphica.l, and the lives of
groat mon in history would bc the subJect, but the oncyclopedias
wero the soie source of information, and the rosuits, in a literary
point of viewv and value, wvere practically nil, and thiti lino was
abandoned aftor a, few weeks. Aftcr many trials with varying
dogýroocs of success, 1 finally hit on the following plan :1 annouiicod
a weck proviens te the aftcrnoon for litorary exorcises, tliat the
eiily subjeets for composition were descriptions of something
each scholar had seen being donc;- thoy were to bo accounts of'
the ictual wvorkling. of somo business or occup)ation, and such
writer was te bu fhiniliar xvitlî his subject. The comp)osition wvas
te bo w'ritten in the scliool-roomn, and %vas to occupy the heur
usually giv'cn te thc reuding of tho regular- weccly essays.

As thc houi' app)lroached 1 observod that there was considerable
cgroSon the, part of* tho chidron te, begin their writing, and

when the papor wvas distributcd thore wvas flot, a moment spent in
proliïninary oxcursions and wvoo l-gathering. Ail wvent industrieus-
Iy andi eagorly te wr-itingc. Fifty-four IliSworo handoti in at
the ond of'tho :dlottcd time and fifty-four ,:atisfied boys andi girls
sat back in thecir scats with calin oxpoctancy and c(>ntented mien.
Lt may net be worth while te rocount~ ail that this exorcise meant
te us ail, ani how it wvs followved alp iith evor--incrceasing intereat
and p)rofit. Lot me state. somo e f tlue subjoots, on whicb tlîo first
compositions wero wvritton.

Twelve girls and ene boy doscribed the process of makzing
broad, and their directions were, for the most part lucid and safe
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