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What drew sucli a crowd together?1 Pladeiphia is a relig' :. city, and its
Christian Churches are very ]nuch in earnest in regard to the work of the
Lord; but, further, the Directors of this Society have discovered a way of
nuiking their annual gatherings interesting, instructive and attracti ;e te
young and old. Thiere was no long repo-, read, but 1 gratlierecl the following
tacts from a littie prmphilet that ivas put into the liands of every one of the
great crowd :

The American Bible Society -was, orgs.nized. in the Cit~y ot New York in
1816. its business is conducted by a Board of Manageri3, consisting of
thirty-six layxnen of varieus Christian denoniinations. .At the close of this
its sixtietli year its total issues of Bibles, Testanients, and integral portions
ot Scripture are 33,125,766 ; its expenditure in this work ]iaving exceeded
,Sevi,deeb Milions of Dollars. There ivere only a few speeches miade that
evening ; but there ivas a choir et 300 voices (the same that sang at Moody's
meetings), then there was an opportunity given of heariing a portion of
the Bible read in seme thirty languages, ai' 1 that, generally, iii each case by
a persen whose native tongue the language he readl was, sav' the dead
languages.

Since the era of Bible Societies began, i.ot ft from 250 versions of the
Bible, or paria et the Bible, have been preduced by the Christian schelar-
ship of the werld. lIt is difficult te comprehend the amount of time and toil
implied in a fact like that. Few persons can understand the difficulty et
translating frei Hebrew and Greek te, rude, materialistie languages, the
abstract and theolegical words and expressions et the Hebrew and Greek
Scriptures. lIt recjuired the labeur of sixteen -rdars on the part et Dr. Eli
Smnith and Dr. Vanl Dý-1- te translate the BiLlýe into Arabic. it -%vas only in
.9464 that Dr. Schaufler, et Constantinople, comipleted the tramilatien et the
Scriptures into Osxnanlee, which he began in 1860. Fifteen years et close
and continueus labeur was needed te turn the Bible inte the Chinese Man-
darian colloquial. Dr. Williamson and Dr. Riggs, after nearly forty years
ot study and xissienary labeur, are only now completing" their translation
into the Daketa tengue ; thirty minutes on an average, one et the translatera
estimnates, having been given te, each verse et the translation, it wvas
interesting, theretere, te, hear frem the platfeorm et the Acadlemy et Music,
specimens, et this great work et Scripture translation. There was there
a Jew to read the 23rd Psalm in his own Hebrew; a Greek te read the
Gr-,ýk. lIt was a lad in his ivorking-clothes that read the Portuguese; a tanl
Setchman read his native Gaec; and a Welshman the cognate dialect et
Wales. A learned Professer did duty several times in readingf the dead
lauguages in turn, ameng whidh was read the Sanskrit, great mother et tleie
all. A Chinaz.rnan in his queue read one et the many dialects et the flewery
land; and thus the Babel went on in Italian, Spanish, Germian, till one
might well teel amazed, as in the day et Pentecest, " te hlear every inan in
his own tengue, wvherein he was bern. » Thiere was, however, ne one te re-
present poor .Africa, ner any et its wild tengues.

Then came torward the blind te read with their fingers, and ameng them a
young Chinese lady, who as a child was brouglit te, this country by a mis-
sionary te be taught te read : she has new attained te the position et teacher
in the Asylum for the Blind in Philadelphia. A deat mute lad greatly inter-
ested the vast audience, se that forgetting themselves they eueored lis read-
ing of the story et the womau frein the bordera et Tyre and Sid.on, and the
curing et the deat mute, which, in Mark, immediately feilows the fermer
stery. lIt was " fell reading," as the Scotchwoman said te Dr. Ohalmers. lIt
was reading, noV certainly with the tongue, for, alas, it was tied, ner with
noise, but wvith the whole body-fingers, hands, eyes, face, but chiefly with
the hands. Another deat mute, a young lady, read, -whidh would seem a
paradox, audibiy, se that é,z..y un ithe great building heard lier distinctly,
aud yet she neyer heard the sound et a human veice, but learned te, meve
lier lips and her tengue, te emit souuds, by watching the mouti et lier toacher.


