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*It.is harclly f aie~ ta fhe scholhrly -and very accurate historian -of
New-Caledonia ta treat in-a sketchy interviewva thème \%icèh Fathel
Morice has truly rendercd into an eoic of the red men:,and* the sturdy
White traders wvho made up this curious commonwealth of pre-Co'n-
federatiQn days. lu 'the wvork that stands aý the monumen, of hiis
career, the. history referred -ta. above,- Father Morice paints witli*a
master-stroke 'a series of pictures of this country made wondrous by
nature and rendered fascinating by the picturesque life that abounds
thierein. Following along its pages we hear witli pulsing emotions
the epic-story of the great .chief 'Kwah, -the internrecine strife, bloodiy
retaliation, raids and massacres; we travel across the Rockies wijth
Alexander Mackenzie and Simon Fraser, paddle along the rivers;
wvhse banks are lined with threatening wvarriors, and behold, amid
exciting episodes, the first foundations of the white nman. With -a
wealth of incident, always authentic, wve followv the rise of the 'H ud-
son's Bay company in New Caledonia, its conflict -w'ith the opposi-
tion traders, through ail of which runs the thread of the epic of the
red men as typified in 'Kwah and other great chiefs. XVe learn the
fascinating story of the llrst missions, of the superstitious red man
,,on over by the innate benevolence. and astuteness of the -Black-
robe. The rush inta the gold-fields is traced w..ith lively detail, and¶
the seamy side is shown wvith its tales of shipwreck and gruesome
cannibalism. We corne upon building parties engaged in laying
telegraph ivires which would connect the two hemisphieres by means
of a line traversing Bri 'tish Columbia and the Rùssian possessions--
now Alaska-whcnce the wvire would be laid down Behring straits
across ta north-eastern Asia; only ta be rendered useless by the un-..
expected success of Cyrus Field's then nove! plan of a trans:-Atlantid
cable. Wvith these any many kindred subjects the .priest-scientist-is
as familiar as his rosary, but the-limits of this sketch -forbids eveli
paý.singY consideration of such ; they are . accessible in -his wvork. toi
every reader who delights in acquiring. ux4der. mast entertaining.
auspices the rçmantic history of at country that wvill be rendereci pro-
s*i'c in largé 'part upon the opening up of. the Grand Trunk Paificý
systen.


