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f 1irlawvs. M\'hile garnblingri wZaS legal it could flot be made dis-
gY .Icefull. Wlî1ile slavcry, was a cr'mature of the !aw, it wvas bul-
warkcd by tic lawv. \Vhcrc poiygaîiiiv is lawf ul, a plurality of %vives

is rcputable. But wviii tlie sanction of the iau, rcmnovcd, cacih and
ail bcconic disrcputablc. So it inust lie w'itli tlie liquor traffic and
inteniperance.

To prove, positivcly, the cfficacy of prohibition is also a1 vcry
difficuit:tk Prohibitionî is tie Ilgal forbidding of the ianitufa!-
ture, importation, and sale of intoxicating liquors. There ai*e 11o
examples of a prohibitory Iaw which fulflis ail] these conditions.
\Xc ma-IV say that, in so far as it fails to fulfill these conditions, it
inust fail iii cfficacy. Again, tlie arca affected nîiust le coîîsider-ed.
It nitust be evident that withî the sanie nicasure of enforcenlient the
clTicacy intist be in: proportion to the arca, silice, as the prohibition

are isinecascithe force of Uic opposition to, Uic law fri i

traffic (wilaftcr aIl, is tlic main source~ of the oppbosition) mlust
be correspondingly dimiinislicd.

Now~, cxistingN prohibition exaniples do not f ulill ail the coîîdi-
tions, and are vcry Iinîitcd in arca. But evcî witli tiiese disadvantagcs
they wvill assist nîaterially iii rcachîing* a conclusion. Space docs not
permiwt the insertion of st;îtistics. 1By nicans of theie the advocates
of prohibition prov-e iLs cfficacy. But wve have the strange atinaly
of the opponcuts of prohibition proving thîcir case by nieans of tlic
sanie statistics. The average man lias not the tinie to investigate
and ascertain for himself thc reliableness of the conîputations of
eithier. Thîcre is aîîothîcr means of judging. The prohibitionists tre,
in most cases, anirnated sole!y by a dcsire Io benefit humanity; Liîcir
<,pponenits, iii nost cases, individually, by sclfilh motives of personal
ga in, and colIcctiv'ely, by the nîighty forces behind the infamlous
traffic, wvlicli ses in prohibition a peril to iLs vcry existence. The
reasonable man w'ill bc inclined to acccpt tie figures of thc pro-
lîibitionist.

Let us judge its efficacy by anoflier standard, thiat of tAie opi-
nlion of tliose affected by prohibitory legisiation. Prohibition, of a
%vary«ing degree of perfection, lias been in force, witli the exception
of oneC ycar, in the Iimited area of the State of IMaine, since iS.i
Aftcr 33 years of trial iL wvas, in 1884, by a majority of over 47,000,
tic largest ever griven in tic State on a constitutional anîendnîcuît,
made a part of the constitution of the State. In flie legislatuire a
bill to resubmit the question to the people was, despite the efforts
of the advocatcs of liccnsc, defcated by a vote of 114 to 13. hil
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