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perfect and elaborate rhynies. It wvas flot dune in other counitries for tvu
centuries later. The Irish gave the lead to Europe iii that inatter.

Tu7le bards flourislied equally %vith the Church. \\,*len thc Danes came
there wvas a change. For nine or ten centuries they were perinitted and then
Uic distinction between bards and files died out. They wvere ail poets. There
is a parchmnent containinig a poemi %vritten thon by a puet %vlio baw ini battie
the passing of the great kcing, l3rian l3oru. Tihe parclitient, lias nleyer been
cditcd. %\'e ilave nu uiiivcrsiry whcre it cuuld be edited, and nu onle till give
us sucli a university. Inmagine what a great stir there wvould be if a mianu-
script pocin by King Alfred, wliu ias contemporanleous with this puet, slîould
be distovered. '.Vlat a stir it %vould niiakze iii universities, and liow scholars
%would workc upoil it. Nothiiîg ib dune witli this nianuscript 1 speak of, though,
becaubc %wc have nu university, as 1 have said. The oîîly unliversities we hiave
are colleges of Uic Englisli language, inaintainied, and contrullcd by a people to
whloin the very naine of Irish is luatlîsomie and everything pertaining tu Irish
is distasteful except it bc Irish rents.

lVe inay consider lion, i those eurly days ilie Irish puels reî'Lalcd a Jove
ot nature. Hlunmboldt lias called a.tention tu Uie tact îliat nut tunt Christ-
ianity leav'cncd Europîe did writers indicate a feeling ut synîpa!lîy or admiration
for nature. This wvas nurt su iii lreland. I have c.xtracts frunli tliose old
Irish pucts. written at tlîe tinie H umboldît spcaks ot, whercin nature's beau-
tics are wvritten ut ii nîust. appreciative atnd synipaalietic words.

'lihe carl>' Irish thrillcd vitl i cnotion. 'l'le granideur ot nature tlîrilled
thieni. Thcy sotîndcd it iii thcir wvritîngs. I r is a unique distinictioni ot I rishî
puets uf anvy utler nation ut Etsrupc. \Vell, wvhat becamie ufthei puets? It
is a nîiytlî, we kiîow, îliat King Edward I. slew tic \Velsh pocts. It is îào
mîîth, but a stecm realùvy, tlint hie Irishî bards w~erc slain by an alien pieople.
Tiie Eniglisli kzillcd îllîcm, autliorizcd tu do su , a laiw dvecl lscribcd the
bards as inciting, by thrir wvriting, rape and other drcadtul violence. 1I know
that the lam. wliicli tlîus dcscribed tue writing uft îlosc puets wvas %vritten by the
lying Miiîistcrs ut Qtiecn Elizabeth, than wlîorn tliere tvere nu greater liars in
Euroîîc. I have rcad the wurks ut those bards at tlîat imne and tliere is
nutlîing ut the sort aclvocatcd by tîtein. Spenser let tic cat out ut the bag
wlicn 'lie w~rotc that tlîc conticed Irish bards wcre '<lcý;iroýis ut their uwn
lewd liberty." ''ia Th: lev w~ere, antd I tlîink thieni hie bctter for ht.

Peuple now sonmetimies think ut these bards as piperà. fliat is a ridiculous
notion. Tliev were liocîs :and kinew tlîe-ir business. Tlîey did notlîing else
btit wvrite 1îoetry, just as iiiucli su as Tennyson or any otlier puet we kîilow.

'l'le Irishî lîad ilîcir ownl peculiar fraîneworc tor'ilîcir jîuctrv. TFhe Irishî
divided thTe consonant into, sevenl grups. Aay unle ot theso groups was alkow-
etI to rliymcl wvithl% otîter -roui). I t was«1 based liponi a svstcnî ut acous-
tics.

'l'lic co:nplexîties ut the niters ud by tlie ancient Irishî pocts wcre dis-
carded, lîowcver, ii flic seventecaîtî century and the Irish pucary was then
a-evolurtionlized. Tt w:s îio longer swatlîed or swaddled. Tt suddenly stcpped
forw:trd lik'., a niaiden clad in :tll tie c-lors ut tîte maisibow. TMien Uic popul-
lice burst mbt passionale song. Ther. Nvas a senstius attempt to convev
nmusic itîto poetr:.. Thley' aitaincd tie pet <ection ut harinoîy, tising collocations
of vciwels iii tniaziiigr conilu it ions.

WVlien tlie Irishi began tu iake Englishi v'rses a century ago tlîcy workced
on ilhese Thels .Ihi secret ut that kcind ot versification wliich wvas in langer
ut dying out ten yeatrs agu ils iii nu such danger nos", thanc God. Tt is hiere
tu siZav. 1 iav. also sav tlîat no puet in Ireland inow vio, isses tlîe English
niodekl iay expct recognition. 1 spealc tcclingly, for 1 once tried it wvith un-
plcas:îiit and unprotitable restaîts.

At Uie concluîsion ut Dr. 1lvde's iddress Dr. J. Maher. ut Oaland, a
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