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Flernish, %vhicli diaries,-aIl of them.-wvere very miuch at Dom
Hilary's service.

It took my uncle a month's solid liard wvork to readf them
through, but lie read them, word by word. Nor wvas his labor
unrewarded. The Abbe Van Haecke wvas diffuse, given, as Dom
Patrick Desmond wvould say, to much prolixity, but he forgot
nothing, howvever seemningly trivial or irrevelant. Among, which
lie noted the fact that his predecessor-and tutor-as chaplain to
the Beguines hiad been an Irish monk-from the Abbey of
M aredsous.

Now Mâaredsous, more fortunate. than Duns, had escaped
destruction at the Revolution. Its records wvould, therefore, Most
probably, be intact. So, at least, Monseigneur de Béthune %vas
of opinion, who g-ave Dom Hilary a letter of introduction to bis-
Monseigneurs.-particular friend the librarian, Dom Gregorius
DeVriendt. Armed with this, and a letter from the Abbot at
Steenbrugge, Dom Hilary set out for Maredsous.

From the day of his arrival-so he told nie, afterwards-he
feit certiin of success. Dom Gregoriui xvas just such another as
Monseigneur de Bétliune-or my uncle, liimself, for that matter-
an antiquarian wvho really deserved the name. Iii virtue of bis
office as librari*an, lie could do niuch ; as one wvbo could, 'iterally,
lay bis hand on any book or manuscript in the library, he could do
more-and did it.

'«Irish monk-," said lie, xvitli a queer litte bird-like motioni
of his head peculiar to, hin; « date about i iS5 . Dom Michael
O'Connor; nMust be."

IlHoiv do you ktow ?ý" enquired nîy uncle iii arnazenient.
#Because nîy memory is better tlîan your Lord Mcua',

returned Doni Gregorius, ivitlî a vaîîity pardonable under tie
circunistances. «IlHe knew ail] tie Popes and Chancellors; 1 kîiow
ail tie Abbots, Priors and Sub-Priors of the principal Beniedictine
Àbbeys. 1 hiave Made it my lite-study, mon chier," the oid libraritean
continued. " Dom Michael O'Connor wvas Sub-Prior of Marcasous
from i1780 to i 785. He died ii 17 852'

' Have you any diaries of bis ?" asked Dom Hilary,
anxiously. 0f wliat uise to know the manie, death year of iblis
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