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TurE 0CIJNESE aflssIOYA RY
PROBiEMI.

nv REV. JOHIN aossi sîoeiDoaN, NORTHICtNA.

[AI tht suggestion cf a lady deepi>' inter-
ested in tht mission work et our church, a
Most competent Judge cf what 13 limalil
or cburch's prescrit crcurnstences as te its
missions, and holding a high position le the
W.F.M.S. et our church, we gladl t ',netcl>
reprint the subjoined article frein a'ia

Mis.rfonary Revint' of thec World fer Dccein-
ber, i89, but we camnesti>' commend'the'
views it sets forth te the narnest attention ef
the church.-ED).]

In tht confusion arising (rom tht con-
ficieg opinions brnided about as te thc
value cf mission womk and tht wisdcm ef
missienar>' methods, me's minda have
beet, diverted from the aspect of Ihat mis-
eina-ptoblexu .which appears te me, as a
practical missicear>', te be, beyond ait
cîhers, important. Tht mattrialistic spirit

of tht cge is the on>' apology 1 can ceeceive
fée tht extmordinar>' attitude cssnnied b>'
Ma>' yf the representalives ef the weaithy
Christian churches on tht questions eft he
incemne, housing, clotieg ced food cf tht
mîssienar>', xvile tht>' ignore, or treat as a
matter cf indifférence, tht qualifications ef
thé mae, and show a lamentable ignorance
cf tht work ho bas te carry ce.

Ienca-dem te saîisfacterily undertake an>'
work, and te wiseiy select tht best workers,
we must uederstand tht nature cf tht work
ced the conditions under wicb il la te he
conducted. What lae, is the work tht
Cburch ef Christ bas to accomplisb ia
China? Iî is tht introduction cf Christian-
il>' te a people wich was an ancient nation
when Nebucbadntzzar was building tht wala
cf bis preud Babylen, which was ighiy cul-
tivatcd wben tht Romans (oued aur fore-
fathers savages, and wicb, even as redent1>'
as thaet centuries ago, was more civiiized
than their contempranenes Enropeati
nations. Tht Chinese are a prend, ceeser-
vative, self-sufflcing, intellectual and leancd
race. Tht>' have tht religions systein of
Buddism-not tht aîîeeuated ghost believ-
ed ie b>' some eccentric London folIs-but
this religion exercises ne reai authoril>'
over thein, and tht systein cf Teelsin pn-
ssesses a silîl more shadowy powver. But
the cîhical aed poiitic*ai systein called Con-
tucianisin wields an uncheitengable influ-
ence ever tht wbole land, and among al
classes-an influence comparable cel>' te

.that ef Moses oves Jewry. Tht autherit>' ef
Conaciaism las souniversait>' paramunet
because cf ils high-toned system of morais,
tht excellence of ils maxima ce the rela-
tions. between governor and geverned, and
tht reanarkable purit>' aed unapproachabît
tess-atas of its literar>' style.

It ma>' ho taken for granted that before
a non-Christian people la likel>' te pa>' ce>
regard te tht preacieg cf a sîranger, he
mnust gain their confldance and command
their respect. It la also evideel that wbat
is adequate te secure tht respect cfocee
nationalit>' ma>' appear despicable je tht
estimation ot another. Frein what 1 have
been chle te leame ci tht world's nations-
excepingtheJers cndMehlammedans,wbost
keowledge cf religious truîh is mort exten-
sive and accurcle than tbat cf an>' cîher
non-Christian people, ne nationalit>' 15 £0

difficult te gaie over te Cbristi.anity as the
Chinese. japau, Korea, Meegelia, aed
other surroendieg peoples, borrowed frein
the Chanese their lterature, their maneers,
their arts, iaws, customs, aed wbatever
other factors weet te compost their present
civiliztion. Ail horrowed frein China, noe
lent te ber. Hence, if we consider tht self-
cemplecèet pride cf the Chines-a saine-
what unpleasant and repellarit cbaracteristic
-we can scarcel>' deyït: a basis, of justi-

Knowefdge cf lterature anid literas>'
Iabilit>' is tht mes: highiy prized acquisition

. ie China. Civil serice competilive exami-
nations bave for t.welve centuries. been tht

J imeas of lilteriaag cul candidates. for offici al

empicyment. Te this proud, co)ns2rvatil(t
people, wbo se ighly estem knowledge
aed attech such impetance te literature,
what sort cf man witl yen ziid te gain tbem
over te Christianity ? What must that mari
be wbo witl commnand their attention, and
compel (rom a contamptueus peope a re-
spèctfui hearing for the doctrines ot the
Cross?

The number et those wbo bave goe
forth te combat the evil nherent in heathen-
ism, is 8e insîgniicant cempared te those
wbo minister le congregatiens ie Christian
lanùh, that some god people are in despair
cf overtaking, by ordinar>' methods, the
needs cf tht worid. But the argument
based upon the comparative number et
missienarisa ned ministers is falacious.
The missionar>' is net a pastor and shouid
neyer sink inte cee. The work whicb he
gots te performa is ver>' difiereet frein the
womk oet1hé pasterate. Tht missicear>' 15
the mrodern representative eoftht ?Apostltes.
He is thte ni>' reai successor et the Apos-
dles. If the naine "dpostle " is Greek, and
the name 'lmissionar "' Latin, there la ne
différence ie the signification of the terma.
The atapoaliei" was the "~sent" cf'the
Churcb and Hol>' Spirit-sent frein a Chris-
tame communit>' te gather in couverts, plant
churches and raise up pastera among non-
Christian peeples. Se is eew tbe "mission-
ary " the "lsent " et tht Church and cà the
Hol>' Spiral, 10 accompiish exactl>' tht same
purpose. Thoaagh the work cf gatherieg.le
a few converts as bis irsr, and thoaagb the
dut>' et minstering te thein is cee the
negiect et which would be criminal, yet these
do net ceestitute tbe moat important parts
et bis missionaryllite. His great work is,
ike that of the Apostles, te foued churches,
aed te train pastrs ; not te plant a tree
which as te stand atone, but te s. Y seed
wblch wili beceme self-propagatieg. The
proportion, theretore, cf missionaries te the
numbers et the people te whom tht>' are sent,
is a matter cf ver>' subordinatecoesequene.
The nee eutstandieg subject whicb sbouid
demand thc most serious attention cf ait in-
terested le mission ivorlr, wicb sbould in-
deed hoid se largel>'. le their esîein, that
evea->' therconsideration shonid be relegat-
cd te a position of comparative unimport-
ance, is the qualifications et the man sent.
The question whîch sbould, lîke Moses' rcd,
swaliew up ever> Chber, is whether yen
seed the men whe are sn ait respects the
best itted for the end an view:- that ef gain-
ing the confidence and respect ofthbe people,
cf pianîing churches aed raising and traie-
ing pastors.

Ail the more important iili Ibis subject
appear wbee it is sîaîed that the Chinese
people muaI be brought witbin tht Christian
foldhby Chinese couverts. It ma>' bc taken
as axiomnatic that every succestul mission
le China bas been succeastul ie proportion
te tht tarnestnes, keowledge and zeai cf ils
first converts. le aur cive Manchurian
mission, cul cf a hostile population, over a
tbousaed ccuverts bave heen bapîized.
Man>' îbousands keoir aed respect the doc-
trines cf Christianit>'. Tht work et peacb-
ing tht Gospel is iidel>' spread aed rapidl>'
exteedieg le ait directions over Ibis large
district Of country. The ittraty classes are
man>' et thein cur best friends, and officiais
have, ie mosî cases, ceased opposition.
Witbin the past eighî vears a couple cf bue-
dred cf the inhabitanîs :f Korea bave been
baptized. A ceegregatien bas heen formed
la tht Korea capital. Thousands cf Kor-
tans are reported le be believers and appli-
cants for baptism. How have tbe.ce resuits
been attainecl witin little mort than a
dozen years ? 0f ail thcae cenverîs net
more than a couple of dozen can be traced
leo theimmediate agcncy et the foreige mis-
sienar>'. Tht cîhers are tht couverts cf
couverts. Tht oni>' dlaim te credit-ifil be
cne-wbich the European can maire, is that
cf cereini aed constant instruction of the
couver-ts And il tia>' he noted, b>' the
way, that here is the oni>' saîisfactory
methed cf attaieieg to-realt>' cheap missions.

(Tc be contined)

('FA RACTERISTIC SA YIS 0F'
D. L. .MOODY.

ResI: You may, probe down mIet the
human heart, and there yen will fied a
want-tbe desire for rest. The cry cf the
world is, where can rest be fcund ?
He weuld repi>' that the world can.
net give il. Rest coutd be (oued et the
cross. He liked that word " ait" in the text.
"Cerne unIe Meallyeîbat labor andare heavy
laden, and 1 *will give yeu rest.'"

Ashnmed et their Religion : There is ne
religion excepi that of Jesus Christ, that men
areashamed cf- Mormons, Cbinese, Mobam-
medans, ait wcrc proud cf their religions. But
et the religion et Jesus, thec loncee fat
gives men power over their lives, ever their
passions, ever Ihemacives, man>' were as-
bamed. The cross ef Christ must be takeix
up by ail who wisbed te enter heaven. If
mca wanted biessing they must confess the
Son cf Gad. The moment men were asbamed
te confess their Gad they becamne back-
siiders. Peter (cil when he was was ashamed
te confess bis Gad.

Mr. Moody's Style ot Speaking: The
arharacristic et bis speaking is its conver
sationaltonec and style, and the plain, every.
day way in which he app.tes the Scripîures
te the preseel occasion.

God's Work and the Chrstian's Work:
There was a class et people wbe satd that
wbatever was accompîîsbee was because cf
divine direction, that il was God's work, the
powem of the Holy Ghost, but Christians
shoutd at.î as i everytaig depended apon
tlaemselves.

The Necessi:y fer Fait. We must have
fail; we caneet do anytbing for God that
wili be acceptable without faîxh. The men
and women taiat have left the deekest im-
pression during the six îbousand ycars that
man bas been upon the eartb have been men,
and wemen of faitlb. Net oni>' must we have
faîtta t be abte te know that Gad can use us
te build up His kiegdom, but we want te
taicç a step in advaece cf that kied cf taith,
and believe that God wili use us.

Enîhusiasm. Eetbusiasm is what we
want in Christian work. We want te cgrry
the lire rigbt up iotathe pulpit, and if we
have not got the lire and enthusiasm inte
the pulpit we won't have it in the pew.

Love. An indespensabte qualification for
success ie Christian work, ia love. A iawyer
might have ne love fer bis client, a doctor for
bis patient, or a merchant for bis customeri,
but a successful Christian workcr must have
love fer bis faliew-men. Priacbieg protes-
sionait>' watbout love would accomptîsh littie
gond. Ht did net believe se many men
would break doive if the tove ef Christ wcre
stronger in ibeir hearts. There was net a
man on the face of the eartb but thal love
would reach, even i he were an infidel.

Types cf Christians. There are tbrce
types et Christians mentioned in the Bible.
Ie the third chapter cf St. John Nicodemua
cornes te Jesus for spiritual lite, and be oh-

aned il. le tht fourtb chapter ef St. John
a igher type cf Christ ian was found-the
wemnan of Samaria, wbo carne for a pot of
water and gel a wbole weil full. le the
seventh chapter et St. John the highest type
cf the Christian as luund-the type et whom
Christ spoke when He said : IlHe that he-
lieveth le me, as the Scripture bath saild, eut
cf bis belly 'v;z., bis heart) shall flew rivers
ot living water."

Geîng ta Cbiurch and Being a Christian;
Many peopleîthought that becauseîthey ivent
regularl>' te charcb tht>' were saved. Tbey
forgot that Satan weet regnlarly, toc. He
was aiways tbefirstocee here. Hegotîhere
even belte it was dedicated. It was ne: by
goîng eut te bas or her chuircb meetings,
havieg their feelings vrought npon, shedeing
afew tears, and makieg god resolutions-
this was net being a ÇhristiaD.

Ceacber atub %cboIar.
Me.99,h 1CHHlST TEACHINO Dy pARABLES { Luko viIi

GeLnftN Tzxr.-Luco viii. as.
A p arable means a torm of instruction in

which by the sidae t the truth is laced the image
or figure wbtch represents il. This whole group
of parables is found 10 Matlhew xiii. 1-53; iv. 1-34;
Lutteviii. 4-25. They trcat of the kingdom of
heaven in varionis aspects and sbould bc rcad and
studied together.

The Time.-Autumn of A.D. 28. a fcw weeks
alter lait lesson. and on the xfteinoon ni saine
day as tesson vil., Noverlaher 25th, Mlark. lii. 22-
35, Or Matthew xiii. i.

Place.-On tbe shore of the sea of Galilee,
niear Capernauni,

A new epoch in the teaching of Jesus begins
wath this tcacblng by parables nf wbich this la
the first acorded. It Is a change cf metheti
on accut of a change of circumstances.

The Audience.-It was very large; Mark.
"'A very great multitude, and gathcred from ail
quarters." He was by the scat and taught out cf
a boat white the people stood belorelmi on a
gently rising shore. For cicarnes e put thc
parable, then the explanatiee.

"A sower wenî eut tesow bas sed." The sub-
iect wasprobabiy stiggestea b>' Jesus sce&ng a sower
at work not ft off. Suwers are jesus, the aposties,
ail Christian ministers. teachers and parents whto
seck te impait instruction in divine things, and ail
others wbose ho y lives illustrate and'ýimpres
the truth. Young people mi>' be sowers as weil
as old.

The sower soms onl>' good aeed; ba sows it
abundanti>', and, ilhougb mosti>' an s pnrng tame,
yct whenevei dicte;3 4portunity. The se,.d ha
the word of God. (his is that (rom wbich
Christian charactcr and lite must grow.

I. The Wayside Hearters -The way.
side - the narrow paths beaten by the tread of
niny ftet îhrough the unfenced fields upon
which soute et the seed faits. Heurtas whose
beurts are like the beatens wayside do oct taire the
word int their heurt and lite. Sinlias se hard
ened their heurt. worldliness bas se deadeased the
feelings, sinft uasures and cdesires have se dul-
led the conscience that God's truth makea ne im-
pression, more thîn a passing dreani, or a paleasant
seng te be heard and forgottens. Evil habits,
prntanit>', unclean thonglbts tramp the heurt and
make il bard. Then cometh the devii and îaketh
away the Word eut of their heaits. He dots this
in mie>' ways, by cvii thoughts, indifference,
trivialit>'. selflsb interesta, doubta, criticisin more
than reverent attention, alnd such like, are the
ineans b>' wbîch be aketh awny the Word
eut of the heurt. The devil's abject is lest tbcy
should believe and be saved. Anyone conscicus
cf tbese occupying his attention and filing as
beart ma>' knoW Ibat abse dCVII à at w.rk math
hlm, lest he sbouid believe and be saved.Ita is a
danrerous state to be in.

IL. The Rocky-ground Eearer.-
As soon as thc seed sprang up, san bi* cac. ilAtwtts-
ered away, because itliacked moisture. The soit
in mie>' places in Palestine la but a thin coating
ever the limestene rock, se tlai is like a forcing-
bouse, but it bas ne dçepnes., of carth ; when the
sua as risen ik fa acorched, and because il bas ne
root it wlthess aiwsty. These are they, wbo when
tbey bear reccive tlie Word with joy ; and these
have neotos, whicb for a white believe, anine
tiane ettemptationfaliiiway. Thcy are in astate
et great emeotionai exciteaient, in great andtaps.
turous deiight, bave much tesamy et their feelings,
but they have ne mot. Perbapa Uiey have ne
depth etnauture. te talce font in,. Or if they have

th Werd bas net taken aey reai held le it.
And tin ie of tesanptation. ef affliction, or perse-
cutien, or trial troam the aneers e! scoffers, or îp.
parenet lsef worly god, or sacrifice et some
kind, tbey fait away, Uic>' tu-C back te ibeir oid

lite. IrliRion la geleR te ceaItee omucb.
III. The Thorny Ground Hearers.-

Some feu nmeeng thorns, and sace thoras sprang
up math the wurd and cboked il. Thest are they
which, wben tbey have bearci the mord, go fonts.
and are choked witb caes eft Iis 11Île, business,
hou.scbold dulies, cbildren, ansielies about this

lIte, gcttang on an the worid, riches, pursuit of
them, desire or determinatien to peles them, ah-
sorbing the wvbolc attention - and pleasurea ofithis
lite, tbey are very rny, appeai te evexy side et
out nature, arc et:> seductave, and bind us doivn
te thas worid, enseare andI enskve as, pre occupy
and divide eut theuglats, 50 that mve bring ne fruit
te perfection. The litle if Christian at ait la peor,
weak, graces arc lew and feeble, anid work ta fltful
anad unproductive.

IV. The Good( Ground Hearers-
In this case th* seed springs up, and beaus fruit a
buedred toid. In Matt. and MI., seute thul>',
sumne sîxty, some an bnndred fnid. These arc
they whlc.b in an bancal and gond heurt. baving
becard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with
patience. The honest and good beart talces the
word scriousiy, feels tbe importance ocil, aed dives%
it an abiding place. Ie the gond groundi there
aie différent de Fres et.tmuittaleess, but the seed
la neitier choked, nor as ils growth a temporary
outheral. Thcy bring toith fruit with patience,
perser ing», arnest, stedtast cure le cherisbing
the god secd, opposiiig. overceming, ait
the enemies that would destroy the good seed of
aise Word mand spoil the harvest et gond, upright,
eamneat Christian living and bolv. frusittul activaIty.
sNOTaI. Nt different resuîts corne (cer the saine,ce .codip*te csoit. The woederfal pro.

dectivenesa et the geod seed cf Uic Word. The
conditions of a gond hearvcst, arc gond seed, goed
sili, goed cate. The barvest cf good or cvii
arneunta te much more than the rftd sown. Hew
fui o!ntuctlon God's Word as ce these Who try
te understand It.1

767


