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j Their stability may bc doubted. It bias, however, been
repeatedly attested by ministers tbat the bcst nembers li
their churches %vere thase wha bad been ret-eived in childhaad
ar early yauth. A striking tesîîmony vvas given sorme years
ago by an Aticerican minîster, as reported in anc aI aut relig-
iaus papers. Me said, ' liuring fave and tweuty years I bave
seen admittcd into the Churcli nat less than i 5u children
under the age aifaurteen, and 1 say wathout icar ai contra-
diction, that thear evidence ai truc paety lias been equal, ayc,
fat superior, ta that of vcry many aduits admîtted into the
Church. We have received many tween ttis ages et seveti
and nine. The yaungest ivas seven years aId. Thc whole
Church staod baçk aghast ta sec that boy couic forward ta
unte with the Church. Thc minastcr taiked with hîm. "I
arn satisfied that the boy lias been boru inta thc Kingdomn.'
We receîved him anto the Church, and ie hais been for the
ast ten years a preaclier ai the Gospel an the State ai Mis

souri. Another anc joîned at about the sdme age, and is
now anc ai the best superantcndcnts af thîe abbath sc-hoal.

Mr. Spu-rgeon, %viii lhts large experience, bears strong
tcstimany ta the samne purport . "I will say broadly that I
bave mare confidence in the spiritua i le ot thc children that
1 bave receîved into the Churcb than I have an .he spiritual
condition ai the aduits thus received. 1 wait even go furthcr
than thas, and say that I have usually found a ciearer knasv-
ledgc ai the Gospel and a warmer lave ta t.irist nu the chîld-
canverts than in the uîau.caiîverîs. I watt es-en astonish yau
stîll more by sayîng that 1 have sometames met with a deeper
spiritual experience in chaîdren ai ten and twelvc than 1 have
in certain persons ai fiity and sîxty."
. Mr. McCheyne gîves several examples ai young Chrstians
under faurteen manfesting great maturîîy ai spiritual expert-
ence and wîsdom, and knowledge oi divine truth. 14he mcmn-
air ai Samuel WVyke Rupin gîves another no.able example.
In sartie ai aur own churches also sanie young chîldren have
been recceived inta illowshap, wbo bave contrived ta grow
in grace, and promise ta be mast useful an days ta camne.

Having looked briefly at these iew points, what s the
result ? It s that what is reqtîîred is, trst, a fuller baptîsin
ai the Moly Spirit, ta bc devautly sought by aIl the Church.
Next, and as the result ai that, a mare earnest working on
the aId lines, with modifications suited ta circumstances rathcr
than entirely nesv metbods. Let Christian parents awake ta
greater actîvity and earnestness, and realize that o tem the
.primary responsibility lies, and not an the Sabbath school
teacher, flot even an the uinister and the Cburch. Let themn
teach their childrcn God's truthi with their awn lips. let
them careiully supervise their reading and their companian-
ships ; let them strive and pray for their early conversion and
cantinually look for it, till their prayers are answered. Let
Sabbath school teachers, whose priceless labaurs are a nec-
essity for multitudes, and may be a great help toalal, let thens
labour for the samne great end, keeping it continually before
them. Let ministers and eIders look for this also, taking a
constant and loving intcrest in the lambs ai the lock, and
striving bath by public and private ministratians, ta win thcm
ta the tender Shepherd whose arms are open ta receive
tbemn.

And wben the yaung, for wbase conaversion they are con-
stantly praying, camne farward ta declare their faith in Christ,
let them flot be met sith looks ai surprise and suspicion, as
if those prayers had no faitb in them, but let them, an due
examination, be weîcomed into the iellowsbip of the Church,
and there guarded and tcnded and trained, so that they may
graw up in aIl tbings inta Christ.

The prevailing interest in the spiritual well-being ai the
young is anc ai many indications that wc arc liv*ng in anc ai
the gloriaus days ai the Church. But if the c- aimned at
were accomplished, as surely we may hope, and the rising
generatian of the yaung were aIl braught ino the family ai
Christ, the present wauld have no glory by reason ofithe glary
about ta camne, wbich would far excel it. Which may the
Lard grant. Amen.

THE SEPTUAGINT.
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TYCHSEN'S OPINION.

In cansequence ai the difficulties attcnding bath ai the
ioregoing opinions, there is a third party svho thinks that
there must have been some faundatior. for what Aristeas re-
lates, or bis book neyer would have been received a% it was
by persans living flot many centaries after bis time, and
wha cauld easily bave become acquainted with any traditions
that might have contradicted is narrative. These imagine
that the law was transcribed ino Greck characters.

The supporters ai this bypothesis lay mucb stress upor. the
motives wich induced the king ta bave a copy ai thc law in
bis ibrary. We may bere note a iew ai the many supposi-
tians made regarding the rea-sans.

WHY PTOLZM Y WISHED FOR A COI àor I1HZ LAv..
Upon this Arîstobulus is silent. Aristeas relates that

the librarian represented it ta the king as a desirable tbang
that sucb a book bould be deposited in the royal library.
Havernick thinks that a literary rather than a religiaus motive
led ta the version. This is vcr doubtfi. Mady, Sturz,
Frankcl and athers conjecture that the abject was religiaus
or ecclesiastical. Eichorn ; fers it ta private impulse ; whîle
Mug takes the abject ta have been political. Witb Hug agree
Tycbsen and athers. They say that while is ostensible ob-
ject was ta enrich bis library with a valuable book, bis real
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motive was his wsh ta secure the constant residence in bis
doaiotns ai the great multitude of Jcws whom bc found
therc on bis coming ta the tbrone, and mhis bc helpcd ta
effect by thus rendering themn no longer dependent on their
brethren in Judea for thc administration af their civil and re-
ligiaus palicy which they cauld read and understand, by giv-
ing thern a copy of their Iaw.

According ta these the seventy-two were abligcd to trans-
scribe the law into Greek characters açccaring ta the pro-
nuticiatian af the Hellenists. Fîve af the seventy-twou, or
perhaps five Akexandttan Jews, transtated the Lentateucti frtu.
the transcribed capy, cither by order af the king or for their
own use. The Jetvs in Judea, hinclng how they had bern de-
ceîved, that the law liad not only been translated but trans-
cribed se as ta be legible in the original by the Hellenistic
J ews, and thus polluted by Gentile characters, institutcd a
solemii fast.

rhe Jews in AlexanIria cammemaratcd the saine event by
an annual festiîal. Atisteas, wîshing ta estabiîsh the tredit
ai this version, canceals the real design af the kig-flatters
hîm by giving an exaggerated account af bas munificence ta-
%vard the captive Tews, and sets forth minutcly everything
calculated ta satisfy the vanity af the Jews and te induce
them ta reccive the capy af the law afféred them by Ptolemy.

Certainly, if we admit that Aristeas composed bis history
%vitb these views, we shall find many difficulties remaved and
many objec tions against it abviated. We shail sec what lie
had for the graundwork af bis narrative, and the reasons lie
had for exaggcrating it in sa many particulars, and thus teaa
crtain extent we can accaunit for bis speaking af the Jews
and ai the Greek version in the favaurable way he had donc.

As thiis transcriptian hypothesis is, in aur opinion. an in.
genious ane, and deserving af more attention than many
critics will allow, wc shail give the heads ai the arguments
urgcd in its faveur as we flnd thecm in Il Hamilton's Introduc-
tion ta the Hebrcw Scriptures."

He argues that it was no unusual thing amang the ancients
ta transcribe the wards ai ane language into the character of
anether, and adduces as a proaf the passage in the " Penulus "
ai Plautus, which is in the Punic tangue. Me adduccs the testi.
many ai different writers. It is suppascd that by Chaldee hie
meant Hcbrew, but he speaks nat af languages, but ai letters,
and says ai them that they were changed inta the Greek, which
was donc not by translating them ino the language, but by
transcribing them ino the character. Hamilton thinks this
argument altogether unsuppartcd, but adds that the incan-
clusiveness ai ane daes net affect the rest. Josephus says that
the conference af Demetrius with the king ivas not about the
interpretation, but about thc transcribing the Jewisb %vritings,
which wcre wrttcn in the Hebre« character, Ponl wcrc unin-
telligible ta thcmn. In anather place.lbe says :"'That the law
shauld be translated and transcribed out ai the Hcbrcw into
Greek cbaracters." And iurther bc relates that the Higb Pricst
cxpressed bis anxiety about the restoration ai the copy whicb
thc LXX eIders carricd witb thcm inta Egypt, indicating
that hie as deccivcd by the manner in which the king acted.
Besides, if Ptolc!ny merely wished for a version af the Scrip-
turcs ta enrich bis library, why cauld not such a wark have
been executedÀmore commadiously and more expeditiously at
Jerusalemn ? But if bis intention wcrc as statcd above, then
bis abject could not have been carried ino effect otherwise
than by bringing the cîders inta Egypt.

Justin Martyr appareotly speaks ai a Hcbrev-Greek
copy, which is conifirmed by a fragment ai Irenreus, in 'vhich
arc the words I Deus nobîs servavit simplices scripturas in
Egypta," meaning the autographs in apposition ta copies.
Tertuilian says, I Hodie apud sercrpeum Ptolemiei biblio-
thecze cum ipsis Hebraîcis lterîs exhibentur, ut et Iudan:palam
lcctitant,» etc.

The Talmud is next appealcd ta inolpront ai the existence
ai a Hebrewv-Greek code.

Onigen wrote the, second coanfai lsHexapa " in
Grcek letters. Or. Marsh says he did se that bis Greck
readers mîght have some ide& ai the formation and sound af
the Hebre'.v words, but coutld this have been a sufficient rea-
son, or could tbey, by reading this mnost uncoutb columo,
have iarmed any judgment respecting the stracture ai the
Hebrew language ?

The ncxt proofs are brought irom the version itseli.
First fram the manner in which the lines wverc dividcd ino
words.

It is attemptcd ta be shown that in many instances the
differences betçveen the Hebrew original and the Greek ver-
sion wcre nlot occasianed by a different reading in the He
brewv capy, but by the transiators follawing the Alexandrian
pronuinciation ai certain words. Hamilton brings fr%ard
many instances of ihis kind.

The writers who bave examined and written against thîs
view are Datb, Micbaels and Hesscncamp.

Such is a sketch ai the leading opinions beld rcspecting
the arigîn oaibtis clebrated versian, and wben we look at the
many contradictary statements mnade we may wdll adapt the
language ai Lightfoat, " In rebus erga, tam minime inter se
consistentibus, quid dicendum ' Credere est credere incredi-
bilia , negare est universoe antiquitati cantradicere. Mira-
cula cupponcre est absque fundamento ; tatam bistoriam re-
jicere est absque ratiane."

We shall naw proceed tat state what is mast generahiy held
as the

PROBABLE HISTORY OF TH Z SEPTUAGINI.

It is mosi likely that this translation was effectedl durîng
thse tvwa years when Ptalemy Phladeiphus sbared the throne
with bis fatiier, Ptolemy Lagus, i.e., about the yeari286 and 285

B.C. If as probable that èt was netther made by the com
mand ai Ptolemy nor at the requcst nor under the superin-
tendencof aicnetius l'haleretis, but 'vas valunitily under-
taken by the Jews for the use of their cauntrymen. If t had
been made by public authority, it would have .een pet-
iormcd under thc direttion af the jariliedrimn, "* who
avould have cxamined ai, and perhaps c-orrectcd at i t had
bec-n the wer'. ofai sangle *o,vidu.1l, prevîousiy ta giviflg it
thc stamp of zhetiivp.tubdtit)n and întîuucîog attrirta their
synagogues.,luncîrtacr case thc translation would, prabablv,
bc denomnnatcd the eptuagtnt, betîuse the âanhedrim w vas
çomnposed af scventy or seventy-two memhiers. It is even
possible th.at the Sanbedrim, an ordet to astertain the l'delity
ai thie îvork, migbt have sent t a lIstine for some learned
mnen, af îvhase assistance and advic.e they would have
avaiied theinsclses in cxaminîng the version. If this iould
be praved Ir %vouId accaunt for the stary of the kîngs sending
an embassy ta jerusalcm.' %Horne.)

The translation awas made by natives of Egypt and at
Alexandria. Wc think that si bas been c-learly proved in ap-
position toa ~rsteas that Uic translatars were Aiexandrian,
nut I'à4.tinian .jews. The internaI ,-hara<.ter af the entire
ý,ersion, partcularly ai the Pentateucb, sufficiently attest the
tact. Hodw proves this satiàiat-tarily.

The e Jw;h shekel, he say5, is talled Didrachmus. The
Epbah, an Egyptian measure. Thatrn mien Ex. xxviii. 30,'
they render aletheia, ahil-h .b Cistic ord os.rbed au the
breastplate af the Egýptian judges. The Egypu'an name ai
joseph tbey expressed differeutly from the Hebrew text, pro-
bably because they understood the truc proanciation ai it.
Variaus other Coptac %words are introduced.

That the tranàliation was made ait Alexandria, Hady fur-
ther proves (ram the Fast said ta have becu anstituted by
the jews nt Jerusalemn, which would not have been the case
had it been the work ai men sent from Judea by the author-
iies ai the High Priest. Frankel supposes that it was made
not ouly at different times, but at différent rlaces. This is
quite arbitrary. There is no reason for belîeving with bim
that différent books originated in thîs fashion, the impulse
having gone furth frorn Alexandria, and sprcading ta localities
where the jcews had settled, especially Cyrene, Leontapolis and
even Asia Minor.

(To bc continued.)

API>LES 0F GOLD IN 1ICTURES 0F SIL VER.

MR. EDITOR,-iuCh we tbink is a good description ai tbe
tiniely and fittîng words ai your correspondent, 'aC. 'N. D.» ai
Toronto, in vour issue ai the 29tb uIt. The Churcb ai which
Christ Jesus is tlhe Foundat;on and Head is the Catholic- the
universal Church. He laid the founadation whereby man is
justificd by 'asuffcring the just for the unjust that He might
bring us tra Cod " and is now thc glorified Head superintend.
ing and giving efllcacy ta the wort, His Father gave Him ta
do. R-e is the good Slepherd, giving laws ta guide, givinq
food ta nourish-caring for thc sheep and nat the hireling
shepherd caring for the deece.

If the iS88 wcrc legislating for a community completely
isolated, their case might secm plausible, but when for a
part ai a wvholc it is different. The whole is affected by the
parts ; the quality and strcngth af the chain by the quality
and strength ofîindivîd ual links-the wholc not being stronger
than the wcakest part. The noxiaus secd w;11 spread irom
the bad-managed farm ta adjoining farms. Iodeed we may
say ;vhilc on this subjcct that the great error ai the day in
educational matters as regards bath thc State an.d individuals
is confoundong religion %vith sectartanism. As God's crea-
tures aur happiness is bound up wîth aur knowing and con-
fiding on Mîm, in which seuse even the young lions are re-
igious.

While aIl leaders shauld have a paticy-- that pahicy shautd
be founded an truth and rightcousness, nat in schemang and
unrightcousness, wvhich must end in dîsaster. It would be
vell ta remnember the disastrous coilsequence ta aur first par-

ents and the world ai iollowîng Satan's polîcy. We should
alsc, remember the full meanîng ai the words ai inspiration.
IlLet us do evil that cood may came-whose damnation is
just ;" also a on each side walk the wicked whcn vile men
are high in place." May nat the embarrasscd state ai agricul-
turîsts especiaily be part ai the outcamc ai sa many non-pro-
duciniz parasites preyang on their resources e Fj. R.

Wtzmii k, fain. jist, r8go.

THE MIOSTALARMIING SIX.

If I were called ta point odt the most alarming sans af
ta day thase %vbcçh are mast deceitfîul in their influence,
aod most saul destroyîng irn their ultîmnate cflects-I would
not mention druokeoness witb aIl its fearful havoc, nar gam.
bling with its crazed victims, noir barlotry with its hellish or-
gies , but the. lave ai maney on the pau aif men, and the
lave af daspias an the part oi wamen. While open vice
scods ils tbausands, these fashianablc aad favaure,: indulgen-
ces send theti ten thousands ta perdition. They seat the cao-
science, incrust tbe saul with an impenetrable shel ai worldli-
pcss, debauLh the affec-tions [rom every higb and heavenly ab-
Ject, and make man or waman tbe worsbipper af self. Whilc
doing al ibis the poor ictîrn I> Alovied by public opinion to
tbink himscli or herseli a Christian , whilc the drunkard, the
gambler or the prastitute is not deceived b> such a tbaught foý
a momnent.-Dr. Crosby.


