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o'd trxil bere. Renched Pinu Creek, eighteen miles
from McKinnon's, about noovw, and decided to stay
for dinher. Pine Creek, like Boggy Creek and some
other sinall sireams, takes its rise in the Sand Hills,
alowanve of hills running east and wist northof the
Aswsioibolne.  Their elevation scarcely entitles them
to the name A1//s, but where a few houses constitute
s city, and asteeant of small size is dignified with the
pame river, one is not apt to be critical, T*:se
craeks have their origin quite closs to the Assiniboine,
bat instead of Sowing into it, they run nosth.east, and
uniting with the creeks rising in the south-east of the
Riding Mountain, constitute the White Mud River,
which falls into Lake Manitoba. The Assiniboine
unites with the Red River at Winnipeg and falls into
Lake Winnipex,

Soun after crossing Pine Creek the trail forks, one
branch golng towards Brandon, and the other towards
Rapid City and Minnedosa, The northern branch tra.
verses the Big Plain, and was the route selected by the
Governor-General in histriptothe west The Big Plain
is about twenty-five miles in length by about eighteen:
in width, ‘The soil is not nearly so heavy as in the
neighbourbood of Winnipeg, but appears as good as
that abor! Portage 13 Prairie and towards Lake
Manitoba. The land is almost all broken up, and
good progress has been made in breaking, some
baving forty or fity acres under crop, The people are
well satisfied with their claims. The crops I saw were
beavy,and I have no doubt the yield will be large,
When one sees this plain, with good water at no great
depth, and wood at no greater distance anywhere than
five or six miles, he is astonished tobe told that many
settlers on their way west passed it by as too lizht,
He is more astonished still to be told that there used in
old times to be a notice stuck up at one end of the plain
for the benefit of freighters, “ Carry wood and water
here,” and that cattle could scarcely get enough feed
while passing along, except in spring. 1fsuch was the
rase, the countty is evidently changing. Accustomed
as | had been to so many muskegs in the east of Mani-
toba, it was pleasant to drive here with no fear of
being mired. Driving up to & house to inquire for
the Rev. Mr. McGregor's place, I saw two small
boys within playing checkers, I asked the way. One
of them came out, and pointing in the direction I was
to take, said, “ That is the r0ad.” There being no
trail, I hesitated. He noticed my hesitation and as.
suringly s2id.  * You need not be afraid, sir ; there is
no swamps nor nothin’® I followed his directions,
and reached Mr. McGregor's abotit seven o'clock, sce-
ing “no swamps nor nothin'” I fear I have taken up
toc much of your space already, and hence must re-
serve my notice of this important mission field for
another Jetter, JANES ROBERTSON.

Chicago, Uclober aand, r8&r,

——

DEGREES OF AUTHORITY IN THE
ELDERSHIP.

MR. EDITOR,~Your correspondent “J. W,” ina
recent numnber of THE PRESBYTERIAN, lays down, as
a ground for different degrzes of authority among
elders, the principle that “as there is an inequality in
the calling, the ordination, the competency and the
work, 30 there is an inequality in the authority. The
measure of authority is greater and less, as the mea-
sure of grace is.”

It would have been well if, instesd of reproaching
aothers for ignorance on the subjact, he had given proof
that his own premises were correct by evidence ad-
duced from the Word of God. A widely diffased spirit
of irquiry prevajls among the ruling elders of the
Church regarding the Divine: warrant for and the
nature.and extent of the duties and powers pertzining

 1to their office, together with a feeling, which ray be

comrect or otherwise, that the office of ruling elder
is being denuded of much of its New Testament char-
acter:and authority, In view of this fact,“J. W\ is
bound, in the interest of truth, to. furnish scriptural
warrant for the distinction he makes between elders
and elders. Let him, for example, prave directly, or
by fair inference from the Word of God, that the call
to the teaching- elder and the call to the rulicg clder
should emanate from different sources ; that didtinc-
five modes of ordination are sinctioned by apostolic
authority, and that by the same authority the elders
of a particular congregation are to be adjudged so
void of the spirit of their office as to be incapahble of
performing. the duties thereof,in the absence of the
oue of thair aumber who labours in word and doctrine.

Thus far with reference tocall, ordination, competency
and work, As régards the * measurs of grace” by
which ¥ ], W.” gauges the * measure of authority,”
will ke kindly point to & single gracious qualification
which, by Divine authority, is to characterize oneclass
of elders, which is not also, on the samu auttority,
requisite in the other? W.T.

A CALL FROM HEATHEN LANDS.
37 A NENSES OP TRILCENTRAL PREISYTRIAN CHUSEN.

Who are those whose pleading voices
Fall upon the stactied ear?

Horne afar o'er sea and ocean—
Trembling words of pain and fear?

From datk lands the cry is sounding—
Lards oppicssed by vice snd sint
Open wide ?'our hearts In pity,
t the plantive voice come in.

#1n grotws darkness we are groping—
Pour maimed bands we strtch to you—

Scnd, oh send the light from Heaven!
Glve, oh give the Bible tsue!

" In fierce hinger's pangs we Napgulth—
1duls dumb $—they mnck our nedd |

Give, oh give ihe bread from Heaven
Scatier wide the precinus seed

# I dire thirst our souls are dying!
Give, oh give the waters cool,

That the desert land may blossom—
Watered from the Fuuntain full!

**In densc gloom the ~rave is shrouded 3
What beyoud? At starless night §
Tell us of your risen Saviour—
Of i1is home of love and Jight 1"

Shall Ching’s mililons vainly plead ?
India fruitlees stretch her hands 2

The distant isles in lonely seas?
Dwellers in far Nosthera lands?

Shall the precious souls now struggling,
Sinking 'mid the storm and strife,

Go duwn e'en in sight of harbour—
Near to love and light and Lfe?

Nol Man the lifeboat? breast the billows!
Throw atope! All stiong hwnds come !
Help with prayers!  All work together !
1f by any means ‘‘savesome!®

And our Gnd will grant His blessing;
Richest fields for Him we'll win.

See the thoutands start awakened ¢
Eager—press toenterin §

See the ficlds already whitening!
There iv work for all to do.

Hasten, Clulstians] why stand waiting?
The Lord of Hatvest calis for you.

11l each kindred, tongue and nation,
Grateful song and prayer shall raise,

% To the Lord who died to save us,
Be for ever glory—pnite 1"

PRESBYTERIAN STATISTICS.

The “ Catholic Presbyterian” for October gives, in
a paper by Dr. J. Prince, a comparative statement, ex-
tending over six years, of the progress of the American
Church, Oan the whole, the exhibit is satisfactory.
But there are two ominous features which have a les-
son for us in Canada,as well as for our American
brethren. These features are the steady decrease in
~the numter of admissions to Church membership by
examination, and in the number of aduit baptisms.
The firstgivesn 1876 —additions, 48 240; then 43,068 ;
32277 ; 29,196; 26,838; 25,344 This is a decrease
ot mearly filty per cent. in six years. The sec-
ond gives in 1876—baptiams, 15,753 ; then 15,263
11,610 ; 10,018 9.232; 8,174 ; again not far thort of
filty per cent. decrease——2a truly stactling result. Dr,
Prince accounts for this by the want of revivals, But
another question lies bekind that. Why are there
fewer powerful tevivals of late years? May not the
increased intelligence of the people have something to
do with this? And may it not be true that those ex-
citing methods by which churches in America have
been periodically increased bave lost their peculiar
power? Scepuicism in the shape cf ignorance of
Scripture, and doubt arto a future state, as-10 sin and
redemption; snd the existence of God, with immonality
which pollutes the imagination by means of dmodern
sensational . Literature, 13 doipg its wotk of death, and
the wotld is being more removed from Church in-
fAuenccs and Christian education, while the children of
tte Church are being led away into godiessness and
churchlessness. L.

MISSION WORK IN MUSKOKA AND
PARRY SOUND.

WY BV, ALLAW TIRDLAY) SRACRRRINGS,

(Coneludéd.)
On Tuesday following, Me. Leiper having returned
home, Mr. Moodie and I took the steamer for the

HORTH SHORE OF THE LAKE,
Sturgeon Falls, some three miles up the river of that
name, being our destination. Notice of our intended
visit having been forwarded, we found a comparatively
large congregation waiting us when the hour of service
arrived, comprising all the settlars and Indlans who
were at home, for miles around,  Mr. Moodle preach.
ing, and has the honour of conductiog the

FIRST PROTESTANT SERVICEK,

so far as we ¢auld learn, on the north shore of Lake
Nipissing, We might have gone further indeed and
held & meeting of Presbytery, as we had a quorum
present on the occasion, having in our compwny “a
faithful acting Elder” from the congregatica of Angus.

There is doubtless a field here (or tha churches {n
the near future, &s there is good land along the Stur.
geon, which will be set'led ere long—the more likely
this, as the C. P. R. R,, now in course cf construction
a fewmiles to the east, will cross this fertile steip, We
returned to Nipissing on Wednesday, the whols trip
being most enjoyable, rendered sn in 2 great measure
by the courtesy and kindness of Captain Burrit, of the
“ Inter-Ocean,” who showed us every atteation, We
proceeded immediately to

COMBMANDA,
some twelve miles south, from which paint on Friday
we visited the station known as McVettie’s, in the
Township of Mills. Here we held a service and
administered the ordinance of baptism.

The ordinance of the Supper was dispensed at
Commanda aad Mecunoma on Sabbath, the 28th, Mr,
Muoodie doing duty at the latter and 1 at the former
station. A good work has been accomplished here
this season by Mr. A. Hamilton, the desire being
strongly expressed that he may retura again next sea.
son. The results of this year’s work in this whole
field will prove the wisdom of the step taken by the
Society of Kaox College in dividing the field, and
gwing to three Missionaries the work formerly at-
temp-ed by two. Anticipations have not bzen fully
real zed, it is true, with regard to the settlement of
the country, or the building of the railroad ; but at
the same time work his been accomplished more
satisfactorily, and more substantial progress has been
made than could possibly have been the case if only
two men had been on the ficld.

We returned to Pracebridge again on the joth of
August, having been gone twenty-seven days, and
having travelled 420 miles by driving, riding, rowing
walking, and sailing,

No note has besn taken in the above report of the
following stations and groups, for the reasons given
below, viz.: of the Maganetawan group, consisting of
five stations, as Mr. Moodie, who was appointed
specially by the Presbytery to visit these stations, will
report separately as to their condition : nor of the Me-
Kellar ficld, as it was not supplied this season ; nor of
the station at Katrine in connection with the Emsdals
group, as the members here attended the communion
services either at Emsdale or Burke’s Falls ; nor of
Bracebridge and associated stations, as I have been
absent from them for sixteen Sabbaths since my last
report.  Service, hawever, has been given regulatly on
Sabbath, and I was able to hold the weekly prayer
meeting excepting during the month of August,

In looking back over the season just closed, wes
have every reason for thankfulness for past mercies
and hopefulness for the future. During this period
127 persons have beea received into the mambership
of the Church in these districts by profession and
certificate, and 100 by baptism, three of these beiog
adults,

1 cannot close this report. without referring %o a

‘matter of deep concern to all who feel an int<rest in

the welfare of our cause in this field. 1 referto
THE EXTENSIVE BUSH FIRES, ~

by which po-tions of these two districts have been
devastated during the past few weeks. We need not
refer to the~—in some iustances—harrowing details, as
many of these have already aopeared in public print,
Many of the settlers have suffzred severely. Some of
-them have lost theix all, and find themasives poorer to-




