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.!d trait 1,tre. Rettchled Pinu Creni, elgliteen miles
Lr iof ck(innohls, &bout nocz-, ande decided ta iii>'
W~u diaisr. Fine Creek, 11lioggyo Creek and sonie
.t ihn aimnants, takes Ias tit ln tht Sand Hillr,
a lov rsrn of blil. runnlng tast and wcot north of the
Assiniboine. Their elevation scarcel>' entîtles them
le the cam Ail/r, but wlset à tow boume constitute
à cit, andi a stretan of smaIt se la digrtiled witRa the
imamn rirer, one lit not apt te b. criticat. Til in
creeks bave their crigin quitte close te the Assiniboine,
but instead of fiowing loto It, theyta rue ,urth.st, and
voitiog with the creekn rising le tht southeami of tht
Ridi*g Motintain. conttute the White Mud, River,
Phida Mis mIet Lakne Manitoba. The Assiniboine
tinltes with tht Red River at Winnipeg and fai loio
Lake Winnipeg.

Some aller crossing Pine Creele thetirait aniks, ont
lmach Wenig towards Brandon, auud tht other towards
ktapid City and M innedosa. Tht northern branch ira.
verses the Big Plain, and was thetroute seiecied b>' the
Goivernor-General la bis trip te the west Tht Ifg Plain
sa aboiut tweniy.five miles ln Jengili by about tîghteen-
la wldth. The soit lit out neariy ta laeavy as ln the
r.tighbourhood of Winnipeg. but appears as good as
tit short Portage la Prairie and towards Lake
Masiteba. Tht landl la aimait ail broken up, andl
tood progress bits .been made la breaking, soine
baving font>' or flfty acres under crap. Thet opie are
vieil satisfieel with thelr ctalms. Tht crops 1 saw were
bhuvy, and 1 have no doubi the ylîd will bo large.
Whmn co secs this plain, wîîh good water at noa great
depthl atud woodait no greater distance anywhere than
LYte or six miles, hoe k astonished to be told that man>
setti on their vay west passed it b>' as toe Ilghi.
Ht is mare astonishtd st te be told thai there used ln
old urnes ta be a notice stock up at one end ai the plain
for the bonedit of freighters, IlCarry wood andl water
bere," and ihat cattle coutld scarcel>' get enatiRh feed
vhiîepasslng alang, except laspring. Ifsuchw as tht
raie, tht country sa evidentiy changing. Accustamed
as 1 badl been ta se rnany muskegs In tht tait af Mani-
tube, lu vas pleasatat ta drive litre witRa noa (ar of
being mlred. Deiving up ta a hause ta Inquire -for
the Rtv. Mr. McGregor's place, I saw tva smafl
boys whthin playingecheckeus. I asked tht va>. One
of tbem came out, and poînting la the direction 1 vas
te take, saîd, 'That is thet oad.» Tnte belng na
trait, 1 hesitated. Ht notlced my hesitation aund as.
suringl>' saic. IlYou need nat ho afraid, sir; there le
no swamps nor nathin'.n 1 foliowed bis directions,
and reached Mr. McGregor's &bout smve o'cioclc, sire-
lag "4noerampi cor noibin'." 1 lear I have taken up
too ranch of yotar space already, and hence must re-
serve my notice al this Important mission fild for
another letter. JAMES ROBERTSON.

CA/cae, Ucide> lndu, ,Sha'

DEGREES 0F .AUTIIORITY IN THE
ELDLRiIP.

MIL rroai,-Your correspondent "J. W.," ln a

a ground'for different degrees of authorit>' among
eider, the pirinciple Chat II as uhere is an încqtsaiity la
the caliing, tht ordination, tht cornpetency and tht

1a or, se tRaire lu an inequality la tht authority. Tht
mtoaure of authorty la greater andi less, as the mes.

sue f grace Wa"
t vouiti have been weil iÇ instesti of reproaching

1 ibers for ignoranceon the gahj'rct, hec! givtn proof
that bis ove premises vert correct b>' evidence ad-
duceelfroua heVord f God. A idely diff ased spirit
of r quiny prevails amang the ruiing eiders of the

Cuctregardlng the Divine- varrant (or and tht
nature- and extent ef the duties and powens jertalning

"'te ther officê, together vitRa a feeling, which m-ay be
catrect or otheuvlse, Chat the office cf ruling eider
la being dtnuded of rnuch of Its New Testament char-
acteranti authorit>'. la viev af this (acr, IlJ. W." la
bottai, les tbe inieet of truih, ta. furnish scriptural
varrant for the diaticion hit makts between eiders

nd elders. Let him, for example, prove direct>', or
byfait laference front the W#ord ai God, that tht rill
te thet îeching- eider and the caît te th& rulïî eider
sbould emacate froua different sources ; that chitine.
tise modes of ordination ane s inctionied be apostoiic
authority, andl that b>' tht saine autherity the eiders
of a paikiualar coo3grtgatieft are te be aajudged se
voici of tht sparit ef thelr office as te b. incapable of
petfarmiag the duties thtee4 l tht absence of tht
-e et th*i anaube wito labo=r la word a" doctrine

I 1*

Thais far with reference to cali, ordination, competency
and vort. As regards the " measure or grace"I by
which 0 1. W.» gauges the 0 messure of authorlt y,
will lie kindiy point ta a sinigle gracious qualiication
which, by Divinae autharit>', la ta characteis one clai
of eiders, which lu nlot ati, on the samnu auttority,
tequisite in the ailier? W. T.
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Who mre thate whaac plendlng voices
Fait upon th ic atîted rtr?

Daorne afàr cierta and occaft-
Tiembing words of pain anid (car?

Prom daik lande the cry lo souncing-
Lards oppîsed by vice and sin:

Opeo %% Ide >aoun brita In plity.
t: the planive volte corne In.

00 n grols daiknets vie are groplng-
P.or maimtd Ilnde we &tri ich ta you-

Stmi, oh tend the liglit (rom Ilcaven t
Give, oh cive the Bible truc i

Ina icice hiingef's pangs w. 'ixvguh-
Iduls dumb 1-they naock aur netd I

Give, oh Cive the bread front Ileaven 1
Scatter vide the pieit.us secd t

Ina dire thîrit aur soute are dving 1
Give. oh Cite the wateis cool,

Thot the desert land mi>' blassom-
%Watered front the Funtain full I

'In den"cglaom the "rave issâhrou'edj
Whiî be>aitd? At., sttaesniàht i

Teli us of your uisera Saliou-
01 lits home u! love anid ligiat 1"

Shahl Chini's iiians vaini> plead ?
Itudia (ruîilet stretch bier bande?

The dlitmnt lsies In lond>' sea%?
Dweltcts ln far Notthein lands?

Shalh the prectou% soule nov straglng,
SinkinR 'mid the mtarn and strUfe,

Go dutmn e'en in slrht of harbour-
Ncar ta luve and Jight a.nd lite?

Nn t Mon the lreboat I brett the billaws I
Tlurow arope I Alsttang htnds cume t

lclp with player4I save mamc iot' e
If(by an i a t ac tome he I

Ansd Our G.-d viii grant Ilit hlesting j
Richest filds fur Haim weil win.

Set tht thatitands start awakcncd 1
Eager-press ta enter in 1

See the filids already whitenlng t
Thete I. wark (or &Ul ta do.

Ilà>ten. Chîlstlansi why stand valilng?
The Lord af Il zttt c.dis fur you.

'1111 esch kindred, tangue and nation,
Graieful sang and p.rayer bhali raise,

"Tr the Lard wio died Co ave us&
Be for ever gior-pilte 1"'

.PRESBP1T£ERrAN ST7A IS TICS.

The "«Catholic Presbyteriart» for October givei, la
a paper by D. J. Prince, a comparative statenet, ex-
tesuding over six >ears, af the progress of the American
Churcli. On the whole, the exhibit is satisfactary.
Buot therte are twa mninous features which have a les-
son for us in Canada, as veRt as for our American
breihacra. These featume art the steady decreaie in
he numi-er of admissions ta Chtzrch membership by
examinatian, and in the ntumber of aduit baptisms.
Tht first gives in 1876-additions, 48 240; then 43,068;
32»277; 29,196; 26.838; 2534 This as a dectes
oi tearly filt> per cent. in six years The sec-
ond gives in 1876-bapiants, 15,753 ; theft :15,263;
11,610o; 10,018; 9,232;1 8,174 ; agan ntfar thort of
fift> per cent. decres-a tait> starling resuit. Dr.
Prince accounts for tbis by tht vant of revivais. But
anather question lies bebind that. Whya'e there
fever pr'werfut revivals of late yers ? May' ont the
iructeased intelligence of the people have something ta
do with ibis ? And rnay it not be truse that those ex.
ciing methods by which churlets in. America bave
been petiodically iricreased.bave lost-tbair peculiar
power? Sceptmcism in the sbape cf ignorance of
Scripture, and daubt us to a future state, austo ain anad
redemption;afld the existence of God, with immnralit>'
wbich paillâtes the imagination by meauts of tmodem
sensational .literature, us doiuug its vosk of death, and
tht venld is being nior remired froua Church ln-
fitteucci and Christian edtacaiion, white the childrea of
t1t Churcli ame belg led away ite, godIesaan d
chuzchleêaes. L.

MISSION IVORl< IN MU.ÇKOKA AND
PA4RR Y SOUAID.

On Tueida>' follovlng, Mr. Leiper having returned
home, Mr. Mooille and 1 took the steamer for the

XGORTU Silt.orE Oti TU LI
Zturgean Falts, sorne thret miles up tht river of that
riante, belng aur destination. Notice of eut lntendtd
vîsit havmig beora iarwarded, ve fourtil a comparatlvely
large congregittion vaiting us vhen the haut cfusrvice
aruived. coaprlsing XII tht setilars andl Iians Who
vert ai home, for milos arounel. Me.bMaudi preach-
ing, andi bas tht honour of conductlng tht

FIRST PROTESTANT SERVIÇE,
se fat ai vre cnutti learsu, on the norta shere ef Laie
Nipissing. WVe naight have gant further Indeeci andi
helel a meeting of Pmebytry. as ve bal! a qiiorum
present on tht occasion, having la aur compin 'l"a
(aithful acting Eider » fram the congregatica of Angus.

There lu doubtlesi a fieldilitre (or thi chuatches las
tht near future, as there lu good landi along tht Stur-
geon, vhîch will be set ted ere long-the more le>'
tha, as the C P. R. R., nosr la course ai construction
a few miles ta tht east, wili cross tRais fertile strîp. W*
returceti te Nipisstsug on Wednesday, thri whole tnpi
bting most enjoyable, renriereti solin a great masure
b>' tht courtes>' and kindness of Captain Burrit, ai tht
"InterOcean, vhe showed us ves>' attention. Wis
procettded immediately ta

COMMANDA4,
some twelve miles aoutb, fromn vhich point on Frida>'
ve visited the station known as McVettit's, la the
Township af Mille. Hert vo held a service anti
administereti the ardinance ai baptisan.

Tht ordinance ai tht Supper vas dispensed at
Commanda atid Mecunama on Sabbath, the 2StIu, Mr.
Moodit dairg dut>' at the latter and 1 at the former
station. A gondi yod bas beera accomplisbed here
tRais seasan by Mr. A. Hamailtonu, the desire belsug
strongl>' expressed that he ay retta again next uta-
qosu. Tht resuits ai this year'i work ln tbis vbole
filîd will prove tht wiselan of the step takea by tht
Saciety' of Kox College in dividing tht field, anti
giving ta ubrec Mtusionaries tht wotk fotnei>'l at.
temp-et b>' Ivae. Anticipations have flot been full>'
real zed, t is trur, vith regard ta tht setulement ci
the coutanry, or the building of tht railroad; but at
the saine trne work bis been accoaaplished mare
satisfactoarily, andi mort substantial progress bas beet
made Chans coulel posaihly have been tht case if only
tva mea hati been on the field.

We returneel te Bracebridge agaln on tht 3olh of
August, having been goet twenty-sevee days, andi
having irasrtihed 420 n=lies b>' driving, ridlng, rowini
valking, and uailîigt.

No nott has heem imea la the above repart of the
folawing stations and groupe, for tht mens given
belor, vir.: a o tht Magartetavan graup, coauisting of
ive stations, as Mr. Moodie, who vras appolnted
speciailyby the 'emsbytery te visit these stations, wiii
report separattl' às te their condition : net cf the Me.
Kellar field, as kt vas coi supplieti this season ; tior of
tht station at Katrîne la connectian vi:h tht Emidai
group, as tht members here attended the communiait
sezvlces cubher at Emudale or Eazrke?à Falts;- noir of
Bnacebnidge and asseciateti stattons, as I have beet
absent froua t!uem for sixteen Sabbaths since my laft
yepat. Service, however, has beea gaven regularly ou
Sabbath, and I vas able ta holti the vreel> prayer
meeting excepting darivg the mota af Augu un.

In looking bick aven the srason j'ast cioaed, W*
have every Tea for thankunitts fur past mercies
andi hopeiuinets for the future. During tRais period

1 27 persons bave been receiveti loto the tremrbersbip
ai tht Chtzrch la thtse di,tricts by profession anti
certiflcate, andl zoo by baptisa, three of -these being
adults.

1 cannai close this report. without referring to a
maîuer of deep concern te ail vRai (et an iat-trehtiau
tht velfare cf out cause in ihis field. I refer te

TUE EXTENSIVE 19USH FIR13,

by which Po-tiens of the" tva, distrits have; beeti
devastateti during tht pasu iéev vetki. Wté uteed not
refer ta te-in mre inatancesý-arrowing details, as
man>' gf tRacte have aiready aaipeared ln public print.
Many> of the seuier have suffereti severti>. Someof
theave lut theki ail, Mfant fzth.=msls poorerto


