
aninisterscf that Asicmbly were perronaily total
sbsiainers, as a ancre ioatter of course, anti the gret
rnuJorbty or croît the ntost eu.-and.out t-pe of Pro.
hilionIsts. This may net bc actuall, the tact, but
Il ls what naturally strikes a stranger coming ameng
themr, andi narking the way In which thcy discuss thre
whele question of temperance as on*c et the mest
important ot tho heur. The o.'tho-4texy of dte Ass,-m.
bly lit aise, very unmnistakabie. Tht niembers arc
ait Calailsts of the moit prenounced type, andi arc
raclîher ashameti nor afrrid te avow that fici, indi
,nanfully te deferd their position againat ait corners.
%%l shouid, Indced, ae Inclîncd te suppose titat ihere
wcre ne <l s'tvanced thinlcens I among them at ail, or
If there wec that they teck remnatkabiy gocti came te
say natbing about that tact. Nor is their atiherence
te the Cenfession oi' Failli a something mereiy re.
celveti fram the t.ithers te observe. rh,ýy have
evIdcntiy îhought eut the whole nutter for themseives,
andi the aid wine sets te agrce remtnrkably welt with
the new vesseis into whlch It has been put. h is curlous,
ici us add in conclusion, te notice how cempanativcly
few are preseni Juring the devotional exercises ai the
morning sederunts. This was quite as marked a texture
ai Bluffalo as with ourselves, anti It la ont for which
it la net possible cither ta say a geeti word or te finti a
pissablc excuse. ltii very likeiy aise ihai there is a
goti dent of smokin.ggoingon duringthe day. If se,
h la strlctly privat. T.)e public ls net ostentatiousiy
asked te"I assisi as it tee elien is at a geeti many
similar meetings ini Canada.

TuHE DISASTER A'T LONDON.

E VERYONE ia aimeady tamiliar with ail the deuails
of the shocking accident which lookc place at

aur Canadian London on the Queen's birîhday. W~e
do net require te add a single werd of narrative, or te
supply a single incident te the tireaty vcny compîte
and saddening record. With ail safty it may bc saiti
tbat such a disaster bas neyer eccurred in tht bistery
elîherofeur Province er Dominion. Indeed, we qîes.
tien if a paraiiel coula hc faund to it in ail the record of
past accidents en aur continent, sati andi overwhelm-
ing as many ef these have, ne deubt, been. Fer se
smaii a community thé number et victims was dis-
tressingiy great, anti they were almost ail near neigb.
bours-in niany cases intimate trinds anti relatives.
Se far this gave te the occurrence an clement et ait.
ness which ihat cf even the Il Pninceis Alice I titi net
peuss. Tht unlikelines aise, of s:ach a disasten in
a suppesediy shailow strcam, which coid sc.trceiy be
dignifieti witb tie name et a river, made the whole
thing stiUl more distncssing, white the numben et wa-
mn and children se sudderiiy anti 3e unexpectediy
cul cff imparteti a characten and tendenness te the
disaster peculiariy i. cio. On very few occasions
bas there been mare heartfeit anti mare widely
cxîended sorraw, or has there been shed se many
andi such genuineiy sympathetic tears.. The heani
of the people has been movei il, a that of ene
nin, and in their great sarrow the beneaved oet
have had a whoie cammunity fer feUlow-maurners as
if eacb had suffered a persenal bass, andi as if in each
home there hati been fauod a vacant chair.

XI will net 'm wcfl, however, if such a caianiity
shalt pass with mere expressions et serrew anti ment

s xthhoweven genuine, wiih the bentaved.
Evexune la cenvinceti that there were in this case a
culpabie (ooi.hardiness and negici cf ait andiaarily
prudent racasures which ceuiti be characierized as
nating short cf crinrinal. It wilt be mare difflcult,
however, te say who wcre the great offenders. The
calet way, no doubt, la te fix upon the ewners andi
cificers et tht boat, and te ict the full tide et poular
Indignation fali upon their devoteti heatis. But ul
this be quite <atir aund quite reasenabie ? That tbese
persans are moe or less ta blam sata, ne doubt, past
ail reasonab.c question. Haw ar ihey arc se wiil, ne
daubt, be aceti in due tîne, both as a malter of law
anti of mera!s. But ht wouid net bc nighî te bc salis-
fied with the antre contiennation anti punisharent of
the responsible partieuconnectid wiîh the"I Victoria."
Let us be just ever' in tbis trne cf very naturai ex-
citeraient andi indignation, and se tar iei us ail take
guit te ourselves as being more or less te blame fon
this mosi aepiorable accident. The boat may Isave
been a pour, iU.put-tugether thing-a nitre pasie.
board tub, anti roîten ai that-for oughî we kaaw.
T c utcry againai il may ho a.1l oniy tu weli
foun-rid. Thre ettncrs*miy have bren h. .und io thein

THE CANADlA P!&ESBYTERIAt4

own minds Ir malce tht largesi amouint cf rnny ai
tht smnallest amauni t auîay, andi may have had lit-
tie regard for chîher the cenifort or safety eftheir
patron% se long as they couit put mancy in their own
punie with anything like petsonal Imrnunity. Tht
captain ma>' have been as reckless and as crimninai as
ho is rcpresenîed, andi ail lh3 bard things sait bath
publiciy andi prbvately about ail cancerneti may be sa
far iweli tounded; but there is a net.cssity for going
trherbick tha-n-il ihat. Wc are aise far teblarne

In net having long age appict an effectuai remedcy te
rabaât has been quate weil knewvn te be a crybng anti
mest urquestionable evii. Tht rage for chcapncss is
nut by any mens ceonrned te sicamboat owncrs.
Tht cager desire ta make anloncy as rapidly andi as
e-tsily as possible, witboîat mucli regard for ctber the
cornfertr advîtantage of aithers, ia tee widciy sprcad
te bc spaikcn et as the specl sin et patticular ln:v-
viduais or classes, white tht precautians talcen for tht
matety et tht public hrave in tee many cases degener-
ateti se mrach iet more red.t.-pe feri' lities that it la
net in tht leat suiprising ihey shauld have coe te
be treated i vth contempt wben thcy have beco se
oflen vioiated wiîh irnpunity. WVe have laws about
steambeat inspection, but wbant do thcy amount te?
This vcry bont which bas conme te have se rnuch nn-
teniety anti that et se disagrecable a character, ivas
duly Ilinspeciet"» accrnting te iaw, anti Ilcertified Il
as ail ship-shape and neliable -engincs good, huit sub.
stantiai, lifeboats ail rigbî, anti everyîhing such that
Her blajesty's Ileges mighîtrae thercby with ail
conitort ar.t safty. Wbat has been tht nesuit ?
WVby, that the whole tbing went like a castle cf carda,
anti ha- beca frec>' spoken et as Ila fleating coffin"
anti "lmurder îrap "I-witb the engrre Insecurel>' tas.
tened, tînabers naîten, -kck supports unbraccd, andi
ibese se unsubsiantiai &haî at tht vtry firsi straîn
t'.ey wcni like pipe items! .1Vbo ia respansible fer
ahl that ? Wc shaîl nat say who ta formaE!y anti le-
gnily se, but the cansmunity as such, and their repre-
sentatives andi officiais, cannai aiegeiher wash thein
banda in innacency anti sa>' îhat tht>' are fret. WVhai
guaranîce bas the public that ibis is a seiitary case,
anti that ibene arc ne other Il murtier irapa" alfloat in
Canadian waters?

Then, as te tht overcrowding, whaî is te be sitd?
la that a hingso0rare ail. )unt aur caasthat Cap-
tain Rankin may be justiy helti up as a sin-ular andi
soiitary menster cf iniquit>' and beartlessncas because
he alloedt se many on his wretcbed uitile crat anti
titi ne~ manage ta carry bis large living freîghi in
satety te its destination? Everyane Iznowa tht ne-
vet . %Vc tien't pretenti te an>' acquaintance witb
tht. ?articulars, but wc bave a shnewti suspicion that
i was nelher for tht firsi non the second ituait that
sucb a lage company clustereti an tht decns et the
"lVictoria," anti that because ail wns well thai endeti
veil nothing was saiti about tht danger anti net a
voice was raiseti againsi this evercnewdirg. Nay,
we are prest>' sure thai bat tht lasi tasasireus voyage
cardet prospereus>' nothing would have been sait on
..te sub3eci, and tht tears et tht so.called timiti anti
tht wtt feet cf tht cheapiy, because ignoraatly brave,
wouiti have been maliens fer subsequent jet and self-
sattefieti menmy-makhng. And have tht Londoners
been the oni>' ones who, by their Meti, unpreîesting
use and woni anti laissez faire, have se fan con-
tiontil ail ibis overcrewdmng with ils maserable passa.
bilities, anti its actuai and uncalled-fer discernions?
No, ai ail. We anc alla ib is natter venu>' gutIty,
anti eught ail in peniiential sonrow te ste ihat a.%
effective renieti> shault bc appliet te au cvii long
known as universal>' prevalent anti in ne commun
measune bath dangerous anti disgracetul. Indeeti, in
the case of the London beats ihere vas moe excuse
tar such î state of things titan in many aibens. Tht
river was shallow ; tht batiks vert near. For tht
vessels te greunti was tun; ler thean te bc %wnccet
wrs thought impossible. WVbat about athier places in
vcry différent circumstance, ny, and on that ver>' day
tee ? WVhat bas been t state et things ho Toronto,
anti Hamilton, anti Caliingwoad-indeed ail round
out coasts fon yrars upea yeams? Just as tisgracetui
ab ht possibiý, cealt be anti just as iiotorieus. Any
day ton yeans pasi mnigbi have wiiaessed just sucli a
catastrophc as ibis Landon berner. Eveayoe knaws -
plent>' cf people who have tirwn a sigh et relief ever>'
timei tht>' gai ashene, and have yei wiîh a nervatas
iaugh venturet again. Individual protesta anti warai-
inga bave been raised, but îhey have been like voices
crying in tht wildemcss, anti the thing bas gene on,
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condoned bv public indifférence atnd lntencified by
continuel in anlty and personai cupidity, tli we sec
what we se. For ycars pftst a geod many have bcen
saying that aothing but a te-rible catastrophe would
effcîualty cure such a stateo f thittgs. The calasiro-
phe has came. Il is to bc seen whether the cure will
follow. 1-i the meantirne let us be just, and not lay
the whale blime upan individuals whea ail have been
se indifférent as te be practicaliy rcsponsible.

And what shail wc say about thri conduct on loee
nlany cf thcse pleasuze boats? timply this, that
white on many it niay bc ail Ibat '-ould be desired it
la only too frequently in the last degrec disgracetul.
I)unken ruffians are allowed te corne as passengcrs te
desiroy ail comfoit and te add very cons1derably Io
the danger. Liquors which with bitter lrony arc
called Ilre(rcshments I art sold ena board, or se casily
procl're2d that long before the rcturn trip taktes plate
there are scenes witncsscd and return passengers
permitted that make re.%szona.bly decent persans tur
away with riglîteous indignation and unconceaied dis-
gust. We don't say that this was the case in the
slightest degrce last wcck in Lendon. Vcry likely il
%.-%s ail the reverse. That il was se in other places
on that very day 've are quite suit cf, ant I tat il bas
bren -, on cvery public holiday for years past ne.
body in an> rensonable mianner acquainted with !hz
tacts of the case wauld ever thinkef dcnying. XIgmay
have becn that ligcr and light wines <which we are
assurcd on good autmhoviîy arc rather pyeotive of sa-
bricty thtan otlerwise 1) wcrc the only liquids In requl.
sition, but the drunkenness and disarray were pztent
nul the eamc.

Wc have ne wish te specify particular places or
particulrtr boats, though we could casiy de bath.
What we wish In do as te caîl attention te a great andi
grewving evit which if net effectually put duwn tmay
issue in disasters far more formidale than even thai
errer wvhich the whoie country is ai prescrit in meumn-
ing, andi for the existence andi continuance et which
indîviduals ought net te be held cubher chicfly or ex-
cIus;ecly responsible. Law cantdo something,can de
much, in the application ef an effectuai rcmedy ; but
a heairhy, enhightencd and active public opinion can
do far more, andi with that both the iaw and its en-
ftcemneni must eventually resi. WVe think Cana-
dians generaiiy wiii insist upon a reasenable ameunt
cf safety being guarantecti te them in their summer
pieasu te-set king, and the quiet, respectable portion
will morc and more sec te il thai they are undis.
turbeti by the rowdy elemeni in ail is pla.ses, or thty
will "leIave severely at"I bath the places and
pleasure boats thai tolerate such an elemeni even in
thc mosi micrescepic quantities.
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TuE ArTiA'N*c NION-11LY fer june. (Boston:
Houghten, Miffin & Co.)-This cempietes the 47th
volume cf a popular andi presperous penbodacal.
Arnong other articI':s is ont on "Wh,., lest Waterloo?"
The %nswer given is in accordance with e~at was
always said by Napeleon himscif, viz.," Groë1cY."

S. S. Lttsso.N HELPS.-Aninng the moýt"eéirice.
able aids in the preparaion of the Internatiol Les-
sens, Sabbath schoni teachers wili flnd IlThe WVest-
minster Teacher» (Philadelphia : Presb> terian Boeard
of Pubt.i.ation), andi IlThe National Sund%.y Scol
Teacher" (Chicaigo: Adams, Biackmter & Lyon Pub-
iishing Conmpany).

THu. numbers cf "The Living Age,» dated May
2 1st andi May 28th, contain articles an IlThe Risc of
the Huguenots-, l' putts in Active Life;" "«The
Father cf Penny Postage;" 'lIlThe Boers at Home ;"I
"lTht Morality cf the Profession of Ltters ;"I "lVal-
lombrosa ;" The Youîh et Mes.." V. ;» "William
liake;" "A Night on Maount WVash. 'qtan,"I by Prof.
WV. G. Biailcie ;» "lDr. Southey andi Theomas Carlyle,"
and Il Unpublashed Letters of Dr. jahnsc i ;II "lCatch.
ing Cald ;" with instaiments of"I Visited an the Chil.
dren ;" "Tht Freres ;» Il Round Delials Basket;" the
conclusion ot "Tht flctutifui Miss Roche;" anti
the usual aineunt of poetry. For fifty.two nunîbers
et sixiy.four large pages each (er mare than 3,300
pagcs a yeatj, 1ire subscription price ($S) is, low;-
white for $s0 5o the publisb ers offen te send any one
et the Amierican $4 nionthies or weekiies with "lThe
Living Age'> for a year, both pestpaid, Litîcli &Ce.,
Boston, arc the publishers.


