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PRESENT CONDITION 0F THE ME-
CHANIOS' INSTITUTES 0F ONTARIO.

In otir last number ive presented soie views on
the IlPosition, Objects and Puties of Mechanics'
Institutes." The report of thec Conmuiissioner of
Agriculture, which lias subsequently beei issued,
contains an important îýabulated statement of
officiai returas frei twenty-one of those Asso-
ciations. The earliest of' theni) the Toronto
Institution, as shiownI by these returns, was
established iu the year 1830 ; the iuiost recent-
iincardine and Owen Sound-in thec year 1865.
The w]îlole of the tweuty-one are reported as be-
ing incorporated under the general Aet for thec

Incorporation of Mc-chanics' Institutes and
IÂbrary Associations," chapter seventy-twvo of
the Consolidated Statutes of Canada. Fiour In-
stitutions own the freeholds of the properties
tlîey occupy, the estinated value of whichi is for
the highest, $50,000 ; tihe lowest, $1,000. Total
for thse four 855,4:00. 0f thse remaining seven-
teen Institutions, six occupy leasehoids frec froni
their respective Municipalities, and ele,ýen pay
annuai rents, ranging froni $15 to, $400, or au
average of about $72 eaeh. The net value of
property held, other than reai estate, is returned
at frein $100 te $8,000 respectiveiy ; or, ins tise
aggregate, ','27,650, being au average of about
"1,317 for eaeh Institute.

Thie smalcst number of znernbers returned for
co Institution is 21 ; the Iîighest 1,117-being
an aggrnegate of 3,402, or an average of 162 mei-~
bers for each. Thse rate of annuzd nionsbership
subscription is froin $1 to $2.50 for full mnenibors,
aid as low as 50 cents per anasun for junior
members.

lIn thse returns of nuniber of volunses of books
in tlîoir respective Librarios, tie highest la re-
ported at 7,430, the lowest at 104 ; the aggrcgate
for twenty Institutes being 25,057 volumes, tise
average for eaelî about 1,252. 0f the aggregate
miunber of books, 2,586 -go on Meclianics and
Science, 5,334 on istory -a Thras, 5,442
Works of Ficion, 8,320 are terrned Miscellaineo-t,,
anmd 3,37 5 are not lu any way classified. Thse
total numiber of books cireulated by seventeon of
those Institutions during thse yoar, ws .57,658,
or an average of about 3,392 for cadi. 0f thse
chified returni of books circuiated by fivo ln-
stitationsi ins ail 44,117 voltumes, 1,276 were
)1eclianicai and Scientifie, 4,718 History -ad
Travels, 21,078 wor]<s of Fiction, za 18,0451
termed Miscellaneous.

Ten of tises twenty-one Institutes bave read-
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in ensestabiishod--niae of whidi are opened
diyadone -weekly. Tise total annual value

of works on their tables is returnedl as respec-
tively froin $14 toe 548, flic aggregate being
?,12217, tise average nearly $122.

0f tise tiventy-one Lib=uies, eloyen are opened
daily, four seumi-weekly, and six wveekly.

Thice Institutions eniy had ovening classes
establlhed during the year. Oîîe of these hasd
ffhree classes (numbor cf pupils not giron) ; an-
other lîad two clisses, with 26 pupils ; and tise
third eiglht classes, 'with 202 puapils. Thse chargye
for tuitioii for the session, coxnprisingr about forty
lessons, and extuîîding over a terni of frve mnonths,
ivas frein 81.50 te $3 per -pupil, according te the
subjeets taught. Tise average remuneration te
Teacisers iii one Institution $40, in another $75,
while in thse tisird the services cf the Teachers
inere gratuitously readered.

Tise number cf lectures delivercd in four in-
stitutions -%aa fifteen, and lin eiglst others
twenty-eigist musical and otiser entertainments
ivere givexi. Notes cf other details are aise
given by flic respective Institutes, and are
appended te thse tabulated statement cf tise
Conmnissioner.

Heretofore, inucli ignorance has exlsted lu
respect te these organizaticusB; and aithougis but
tweaty-one cf ise aixty Institutions lu Ontario
have secu fit te answver the questions submitted
te tisea by tIse Commissioner for tise past year,
yet muck valuable infârmation has, beeni given;
and ive may comfidently hiope that durlng thse
year upon whics wve bave now entered, should
the saine or sinsilar questions be repeated, full
returais will be obtaiued. Tise knowiedge
thus afforded, being eonununicated te tise several
Institutes by the Commissioners' annual reports,
will be the imeans cf inciting te more zeal in the
important work cf instructing our youthful
artizans, and flic industrial classes generally, and
in provlding thse mneana for acquiringé useful
knowledge by the respective communities lu
which they are severaliy lccated.

To acemnplisis thia work, then, cf eduoating
thse youthful anmd aduit mind, lot thie Institutes
buy a botter classa cf works than heretofore -
fewer noveis, and a larger proportion cf usoful
or instructive bocks. At present, about cone-
thiird cf tie -volumes on flic shElves are works of
fiction, wiîile nearly one-haif cf those circulatcd
are cf a similar character; "ight and air-y
îihautoass that, ahaped as idesa, are unreal-
that are pretended pictures cf real life, but, lu
rcality, niere transparent doceptions." Thse
lagislativû aid nowv âfforded Institutes for -the
purchase cf works on MNechanica, Manufactures,
Agriculture aad Horticultura, Science, flie Fine
and Decora tive Arts, History and Travels, wiIl,
ive trust, do mucli te ùnxprove flic character cf
their Libraries. As a guarantee thsat auch uvili
lie thse effect cf thse la;w, Nve nmay mention that a
nunîber cf Institutes have already availed theni-
selves cf sueh aid, ad have purchased, through
tise ageucy cf flie Association cf Mecbamiie
Inettùtes, ltrge collections cf tise, best teclumical
and reference bocks publlshed, and others arc


