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The C. M. B, A. wishes its
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THE PRESENU YXAR

With this issue closes another cflicia}
year for the C. M. B A of Cauada.
Wao rejoice to say it hasbeen ono of the
brightest in the annals of the Assocla-
tlor2  Our fncrease {u point of mem
bers has been most satisfactory, and
this increaso has taken place more es-
pecially in branches siready formed,
showing xn interest, a vitality, a fra.

ternal energy on the part of our mem-

boership in the old branzhes worthy the
highest commendation. And 1t i3 a
fact which ought to bs borne in mind
that this increase ln membarship 1s ac
complithed at far less vxpense than in
the organizlog of unew branches.
This leads us to the thought that our
great ficlds of labor are not the fresh
and the new, but those that have been
{ndifferently tilled. Seek applicants

for memborship where branches are,

already established. Strengthen the
old branches. Let us filll first the
houses we have erccted, then let us
build others. There is a great field of
labar where branches already exist:
and here every membver caa bs an or-
ganizer o does not have to travel.
He can work at home. Hs docs not
{ncnr any expense The C. M. B A,
will sp~ak tor {trelf 1# broughtin the
presouce cf one desiring 1ts protection.
Wo would ask our brothers each ong
to look atound and seck out smoog his
neighbors eligtblo members. Puaco
in his haud come C. M. B. A Hter.
ture. Givetime for that to bo read

and digosted. Then call again and
keep on calling till you have galued

;your object, and your nelghbor be

comep ycur brother in the ranks of the 'x

CMB A,

OUR BRANCH OFFICERN

——

Wae dusire 1o pay our respects to the
retirlng ofticers of branches and speak
a fow words to those whose installa
tion will take place next month

There are several reasons why the
oflisers charged and entrusted by their
follow-members with so important a
traet should use their best ¢Torts to

" have the hranch work efticlentlv trans-
acted. Wherever true manhood exists
, there fs & laudable ambition to acquit
ones self well in & posttiou to which he
bhas been elected, and thus to mertt the
commendation of the good servant who
had used his few talents judiclously.
Besldes, there s & very lmportant fac
tor—that of self {nterest which natur.
ally fufluences every member of the
agsociation, aund wmoere  partculany
brauch oflicers, who mmus become im.
" pressed that, while laboring to secure
the esteemn and confidence of thelr
fellow man, they are at the samo time
rendering their own interest and those
of their beneficlarles more secure and
purmanent.

The President, belng the chief ofti
cer of the branch, to kim In & special

. manner must attach the credit or odium
far the mauner in which the branch is

* conducted

We are aware that, as he has not
' the selection of the ather officers noon
whom must devolve che real work of

the branch he may feel that he shonld f

not be held responsible for the result

of their neglect or want of efliclency :°

, but hn caonot evade the responsability
- that attaches to his position He is
i bound to exercise vigilence over the
varwua branches of tne work, aud seo
that eacn oflicar attends to his duty,
:and that noue of the branch work s
permitted to fall behind. There are
no doubt varlousdegrees of competency
in cfticers ; but it seldow happens that
the neglect 18 due to Incompetency,
{aund where av inteliigent avd strict

supervision is exerclsed ty the Presi-

dent, matters will go on well.

BRIEF MISTORY

C.M DB 4.
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The Catholic Mutua! Benefit Asso
! clatign was lustituted 1n the village of

i Niagara Fally, N. Y., December 1, .

1876, with fifty-seven charter mem-
bers.  S:veral mectings of tho Catho-
lic men belonging to St. Mary's parisa,
Niagara Falls, had been held during
the preceding months of July, August,
Seprember, October and November,
pursuant to the request of the pastor,
Rev P A. Moynihan, forthe purpoee
‘n( organiziog a soclety which would
be charliable and beneficial It had
been declded to organize an {nsurance
assoclation, called the * Catholic In-
turance Soclety,” and a commlttes had
prepared a constitution which had been
adopted at & meeting held Ostoder
iS'h Tk matter wasthen laid butore
. the Right Rov Stephen Vincent Ryan,
+ Bishop of Buffalo, and his approgal

"asked. The Bishop made & carsful

investigation of the alms and jurposes
of the proposed soclety, and guve {t his
hearty approval but suggested that
the new soclety be called the ¢* Cathollce
Mutual Banefit Association
On the night of the tnsitution of
 Branch No 1. Nlagara Falis N Y
December 1, 1576, the recommmendation
of Bishep Rvan was adopted and the
. following ofticers were elected : Presi-
y dent, Dintel Barrott ; ¥ice Prec'dents,
i Michael Powers and James McGraw ;
Treasurer, Patrick Waich ; Liscord
.ing Secretary, John J Melotrre;
; A~listant Secretary, Thomas Durkin
i Finapcial Secretary, Jacob Poetz :
{ Marshal, Owen McCabe : Guard, Dau-
 nis Cullen ; Directors, John Cl fford,
 Ssbastion Geyer, Jama- Marttn, Pat-
. rlck Curry and Jameg Haunan

In the organization of Branzh No. 1,
Father Moynthan and Very Rav. R, E.
V' Rice, ot Our Lady of Augels Semine.
ary of Suspension Briage, took an
« *tive part, and both beckme members,
Father Moynihan pelug the tirst name
on tha roll

i Og Dacember 27, 1876 at Niagara
Fa:la, the first Grand Council was
tormmed. and named the Grand Counctl

i of New York The oflicers of this

! Couuci! elected were Grand Spiritual

" Adviser, Right Rev. P. A Moynihau
Grand President, Dantel Barrett:

' Graud Viee Presidents, John Clifford,
Sabagtien Geyer ;5 Grand Treasurer,

. James Nolan ; Grand Secretsry,

 Joseph  M:Kenna : Grand Marshal,
| Michael Powers : Grand Guard, Dan-

. pis Sullivan : Directors, Jobn C.iffurd,

ESebnmen Guoyer, James Mariin,

| Antoine Biron and James McGraw.

On February 14, 1-%7, the Grand
. Counctl of the Cathollc Mutual Benelit

Association was incorporated, under
. the geveral law ot the State of New
- York, with the tollowing lu.orporat.
ors* Autolue Biron, John Cufford,
Sebastien Ceyer, James Marun and
James McGraw  The first annual
convention of tha Grand Councll was
held at Niagara Fallg, {1 October. 1877;
four Brauches wers represented in
that convention.

On February 27th, 1579, the Sup.
reme Councll was organized, and
elected the foliowing officers : Suprems
Spiritual Adviger, Right Rev. § V
Ryan ; Supreme President,
Barrett, of New York : Supreme Vice-
Precldents, Dr M C. Dunnigan, Titus-
villa, Pa, aud Fernaudo J. Relster,
Buffalo, N. Y : Supreme Secretary, l.
M:Parlin, Lnckport, N Y : Supreme
Treasurer, Patrick Walsh, Niagara
Falls : Supreme Marehal, R Mulhol
- land. Dankirk, N Y :Supreme Guard,
1 P. D Corrigan; trustees, T J. Mak.

oney, of Buffalo, N Y :C. B Fried

man, Titusville, P’a.: Thos. A. Bourke,

, Windsor, Oat : James Martin, Niagara

i Falls, and John T Keeuna, of Detroit,

! Mich.

Oa January 9:h, 1S70 the Legislat-
ure ot the Siate of New York passed a
speclial act, tacorporating the Supreme
Counctl of the Catholic Mutual Beanefit
Assoclation, and nawming as incorpor-
ators Danlel Barratt, John Ciifford,
Sebastien Geyer, Joseph McKenoa,
Patrick Walgh, Michael Powers, Jas.
McGraw, James Martin, John J. Me-
Intyre and Lawrence J McParlin.

The Grand Counclix uf Pannsylvania
and Michizgan were instituted during
the year 1879.

At the fourth annual convention of
New York State Gravd Council beld in
Rochester February 1:t, 1881, the
plan  of graded assessmeuts was
adopted by that Council. Upto this

time all members paid a flat asees-

mente 281,10, At the Supreme Counct!
sesslon, neld in Erte ta March, 1851,
the recommendation of New York
Counctl wuy adopted, ana w table of
rates fixed  Tha total membrrship ot
thu Association at that time was thirty
pine hundred.

At the Grand Councll session, held
in Syracuse in August, 1s%2 Chan
ctllor Martin  Fisher, ot Buffalo,
offered a resvlntion, jproposing, an
amendment to the ¢orasticutton for the
eéstablishment and maintaining of a
Reserve Fund, provided the measure
was ratified by two thirds of all the
Brauches This question ot the Re
gserve Furd was disiussid at svery
succeeding seeston of the Grand Couu.

Dauiel §

icll of New York, aad of the Suprewme
 Counct!l, until at the Supreme Council,
sesclon, held at London, Oot, Sept.
14, 1856, the Reserve Fund Law was
adopted  This Reserve Fund Lawls
consldered onaof the strohgest festures
ottha C M. B A, a mearure tending
to perpetuate the Assoctation and
secure its future prespects and etabil-
ftv At the sawme eesston, heid at
London, Oat , the 1 00V beneficiary
was adopted, thus enxdling men who
could not afford to pay the exjpenes of
the assessments levied for & $2 W0
certificate an opportunity of becoming
members of the Association, at & much
less cost, by taking a 81,000 certificate.
At that time the Asscciation had a
memberchip of thirteen thousand one
hundred and ninety-one

Grand Secretary S R Brown took
& very active part fu the discusslon of
sad was strougly in faver of the
adoption ot & Reserve Fund and alsoa
£1000 Beneficiary Certificate.

At the fifth blenuai session of the
Suprema Council, held at Montreal,
October 12, 1592 a $500 beneficiary
certificats  WARS naoprea The As-
gsociation hus wow » £2 000 a 1,000
aud a 500 policy. The membership
of the Association at that time was
thirty-seven thousand nine hundred
and ecleven. At this session the
Grand Couscil of Canxda jetitioned
for a separats beneficiary, necessita.ed
by the provisious of :he law known as
the Ontarlo Insurauce Act.

' Branch No 1ot the C. M. B. A. of
Canada was organized at Windsor,
Ont., on February 11th, 1878

Branch No. 2 was organized at St.
1 Thomas, Oat., May 5th, 1879

Brauch No. 3 was orgaunized at Am-
herstburg, Ont., June 162h, 1879

Branch No. 4 was organized at
Loudon, Oot., August 6th, 1879

Branch No 5 was orgautzed at
Brantford, Oat., November Uih, 1879

Branch No. 6 was organized at
Strathroy, Ont, June 24th, 1850

Theso six brauches gave sufficient
membership in Canada to form a Grand
Council.

The following delegates from sald
branches, viz, Brothers M. J. Mann.
ing, of Windeor: T. A. Bourke, of
Windsor : John Doy le, of St. Thomas ;
C. W. O Rourke, ot Amherstburg ; S.
R, Brown, of London ; John H Barry,
of Brantford and Rev. J. P. Molpby,
of Strathroy assembled at Windsor,
Ont . February 10th, 1550, and formed
the Grand Council of theC M. B. A,
of Canads.

The first officors of our Grand Coun-
cl! consisted of ¢

T. A. Bourke. Grand President.

J. K. Barry, 1st Vice- President.

J Doyle, 20d Vice President.

M. J. Manniong, Grand Treasurer

S R. Brown, Grand Secretary.

C. W. O'Rourke, Marshal.

C W. O'Rourke, Guard.

Rev. J. P. Molphy, J. Doyie, C. W.




