
DESTROYING OLD LETTEItS. il

sible tliat lic inay be liftcd 'roin the opcratiug board a corpse ; or bis
country lias cailed for mcei to tiglit iii its (Ici enice and he lias responded
to tbe cail, fully awarc, of the danîger to whichi lic ivili bc cxposcd, and
lie becomcs painifully conscioî.; of' the nccssity for dcstroying the old
letters whicli liave been so long aceuilating. I-le fées that, jutstice to,
the authors, dcad aud alive, decmand that those letters should not be ief't
to fali into the biauds of curionis relations, and is bauutcd by the con-
vietiou tliat they contain m-neh thiat wvould bc considercd ridiculous by
tic unsympathetie, and eriinal by the suspicions. 8o at the last
momcnt lic opcns tbe littie trunk or elhest, iu wvbich lic kcpt bis clothcs
perhiaps wbcen a boy, but wbici lias served as a treusure-box in latcr
years, and lifts out package aftcir package. Som-e are ticd with rib-
bon, sonme witb twvinc, and soine arc cnicloscd in clastic bauds. 'The
envelopes arc of ail sizes, sbapcs and colours. Soule of' thc super-
seriptions arc in the bold round biand tbat betokcns reccut exercise in the
copy-book, some are in Iie spr,,wling biaud iluat is so quick-ly Icarned
in mercantile or professional life, soine are in the craîuiped baud of
one wvbo w'orks mnucli and w~ritcs little, but tbce greater nutuiiber are i
fine femiine bauds. Soine are (1nickly rcogriizc(, and excite varions
emotionis, whule others mnlst lie opeuied and tbc signaltures cxaiîîied
before tbe anthorship eau lic discovered. Hec opens a p)ackagye aud
spreads ihie letters before bin. They are direeted iii a imeîlhodical,
school-ma'amr baud, tbe envelopes are of' uniforni size, and tliey bear
several postniarks. Shec is inarried nowv. Weary of wvaiting foir Iiin,
or findiugy tliat sbe cared for liru no longer, she acceptcd the addresscs
of a yonng fiarmer and becamne tlie uiisî5rcss z)f a log liousc, forty acres
of burut land, seveni cows aud a nunerous flock of shecp. liow lie
smiles at tbe tbougbit of tbe suffèriugs lie endured wbieu slie wvas wed-
ded to anotiier? I-le lias scen lier selling butter and cggs ii unarket
sinice, tîe romnance lias been destroyed, lier preseuce lias long ceased
to awaken a sentimental refleet ion ; but around tbese letters the old
memories cluster, aud as lic reads one of tbei hoe once more communes
witlî tic young girl, and forgets ibat the fari-ner's wifc is in existence.
Feelingt tliat tîtese ouglit to have becu buirned long ago, lie consigas
tliem. to the flames.

And lîcre is a buge package wuieh. lie opens tbouglitfnlly. Every
letter iu it contains f rom twvo to six slîccts of puper. 0f' course it
is impossible for Iilmi 10 read tlieni, but lie feels that lic, cannot
destroy thm witbonit glauciug over tlîcir contents. Tlbey arc brim
full of coutfiding uitteranices, aud aflictionate advice. lc rcads a
reproof thîat snrcly could uot blave beeni given by one furt ber re-
nioved tlîan a sister or aflianced bride, a revelation of f'amily diflicub-
tics of a cluaracter that, arc iusually kept secret, details of trains of
thoughlit thtat are scldom found out of a carefnhly guardcd diary, ex-
pressions of* tender solicitude, tearful regrets for thie iufrequeucy of
tbeir mecetings, depreeiating estimales of bierseif, and many prayers to,
Juiin to pardon lier fatilts and overlook, anytlîiug aii55i iliat lic miay sec
inulber or lier letters. Aud wlio is shie wlio Ilins Il pins lier lieart upon
lier Sîceve " for him to look into its remotest deptiis, and witness its


