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coffee-room) hie could noi sleep ; lie feit
so low and so wretcbed inhimself. And
what is more, wlien daytime came, he
couldn't even eat while lie was under
this roof. Youmay laugliat me,ma'am
-but even a servant may drawhler
own conclusions. It's nîyv conclusion
that something liappened to mny lord,
whicli we none of us know about, when
lie died in this house. His ghiost walks
'n torment until lie can tell it !The
living persons relate(l to him are the
persons wlio feel lie is near tlier-tie
persons wliomay yetseehim intlie tine
to coîne. Don't, pray don't stay any
longer inthis dreadful place 1i wouldn't
stay anotlier niglit here myself-no,
flot for anytlîing tliat coul(l be offered
me!l'

Mrs. Norbury at once set lier ser-
vant's Lind at ease on this last point.

' 1(don't think about it as you do,'
slie said gravely. ' But 1 sliould like
to speak to my brother of what lias
liappened. We wilI go hack to Milan.'

Some liours necessarily elapsed l>e-
fore they could leave the hotel, by.tlie
first train ini the forenooin.

In that interval, Mrs. Norbury's
maid found an opportunity of confiden-
tially informing the valet of wliat liad
passe(I between lier mistress and lier-
self. The valet liad otlier friends to
wliorn lie related tlie circumistances in
lis turn. In (lue course of time, the
narrative, passingfrom moutlitornouth,
reached the ears of the manager. Hie
instantly saw that the credit of the
liotel was in danger, unless something
was done to retrieve tlie cliaracter of
tlie room numbered Fourteen. Englishi
travellers, well acquainte(l witli the
peerage of tlieir native country, ini-
fornied liim that Hlenry Westwick and
Mrs. Norbury were by no mieans the
only memibersof the Montbarry family.
Curiosity miglit liring more of tlîem to
the liotel, after liearingwhat liad hap-
pened. Tlie manager's ingenuity easily
bit on tlie obvious me ans of iiiisleading
tlier, in this case. The numbers of
aIl the rooms were enamelled in bluie,
011 white china plates, screwed to the

doors. 11e ordered a new plate to be
prepared, bea ring tlie number, ' 13 A';
and lie kept the rooiin empty, after its
tenant for tlie timie being had gone
away, until tlie plate M-as ready. 11e
tlien re-numbered thîe room ;placing
the removed Number Fourteeni on the
door of lis own room (on tlie second
floor), wliich, not being to let, liad not
previously been nunibered at ail. By
this device, Nuinher Fourteen, disap-
peared at once and forever, frorn the
books of tlie hotel, as the number of a
bedrooni to, let.

llaving warned tlie servants to be-
ware of gossipping witli travellers on
tlie sub~Ject of tlie clianged numbers,
under penalty of being dismissed, the.
manager composed bis mind witli the
retiection tliat lie liad (lone bis dutv to
bis employers. ' Now,' lie thougli to
himself, witli an excusable sense of
triumph, ' let thie wliole famiilv corne
bere if tliey like! The botel is a
match for tiei.'
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11 EFORIE the end of tlie ekth
manager found bimself ini rela-

tions witli 'the farnily' once more. A
telegrami from Milan announced that
Mr. Francis Westwick would arrive
in Venice on the next day, and would
be obliged if Nuniber Fourteen, on the
iirst floor, could be reserved for binî,
ini the event of its heing vacant at tlie
time.

The manager paused to consider, be-
fore lie issued bis directions.

The re-nurnbered room liad heen last
let to a Frencli gentleman. It would
be occulied on the day of Mr. Francis.
Westwick's ar-rivai, but it would be
empty again on the day af ter. Would
it be well to reserve the room for the
special occupation of Mr. Francisl and
wben lie liad passe(l the niglit unsus-
piciously and comfortably in ' No. 13
A5, to ask liim in the presence of wit-
nesses liow lie liked bis bed-cliamber?
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