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point, and they wished to go home toi
consuit their people. This was re-
f used; they retired to consuit, and,
returning, said they were ready to take
it conditionally. Tliey were told the
conditional oath had been disapproved
of by the king, and the council could
not accept any oath but an absolute
one sucli as ail other subjeets took.
They stili deciined, were allowed that
niglit to reconsider, and in the morn-
ing refused again.

The couneil, after consideration,
were of opinion 'that directions Le
g,,,iven to Captaiiî MLurr-ay to order
the Frencli inhabitants to choo-e
and send to Halifax new deputies,
'with. the general resolutions of the said
inhabitants in regard to the oath, and
that none of them for the future Le
adn-itted to take it, having once re-
fused to do so, but that effectuai rnea-
sures ought to be taken to remiove al
auch recusants out of the Province.'
lIn about three weeks the resolution of
20î Annapolis River people came in:
'We here send thirty delegates, but we
Cfljoin upon them not to engage upon
any new oaths.' The deputies were
eaiied in, and said tbey could not
take any oath, ' except what was
formerly taken, which was with
a reserve that they shouid not be
Obiiged to take up arras, and if it was
the King's intention to force them to
quit their lands, they hoped they
81houid Le allowed a convenient time
for their departure.' They were told
they muest either take the oath with-
out any reserve or else quit their
lands, for that affaira were now at such
a crisis in Amîerica that no deiay couid
Le admitted, and if they wouid not
Leome subjects, to ail intents and
Purpo8es, they couid not Le suffered to
remain in the country. They replied
they were determined, one and ail,
"ather to (luit their lands than to take
any other oath than they had done Le-
fore. A week later, memnoriais came
in fromn Pizequid (Windsor), signed Ly
102 inhabitants, and f rom Mines, by
203, both refusing peremptorily to

take the oath of ailegiance to the King
of England. Af ter mature conaiders-
tion,it was unanimousiy agreed that to
prevent, as xnuch as possible, their at-
tempting to return and moleat the
settiers that may Le set down on their
iands, it wouid Le miost proper to aend
them to be distributed amongst the
severai colonies on the continent, and
that a sufficient numiber of veasela
should Le hired with ail possible ex-
pedition for that purlose.

ALout this date, Lieut.-Governor
Phips, of Mass., in a letter to Col.
Lawrence, commentiiig on the defeat
of Braddock, aays: 1 must propose
to your consideration whether the
danger to which lis Majeaty's inter-
est is now threatened wifl not remove
any scruples . . . 'witli regard to the
French neutrals, as they are termed,
and render it both just and necesaary
that they should Le removed.'

Lawrence, writing to Moncton, men-
tioning the resoive of renioving the
IFrenchi of Mines, Annapolia, &c.,
aaya-

' And as to those about the Thth-
mus, most of which were in armas,
and, therefore, entitled to no favour
f rom the Governnment, it is deter-
mmcnd to Legin witli them first.'

The distribution was to Le very
systernatic -

From Anniapo1i,,300 were t,ýgo toPhiladeip)hia.
200 New York.

300 Connecticut.
200 Boston.

Front Mines, .500 N. Carolina.
1000 Virginia.
500 Marylanid.

Lawrence further writes:
' The inhabitants, pretending to be

in a state of neutraiity between is
Majesty and bis enemies, have con-
tinually furnished the Frenchi and
Indians with intelligence, quarters,
provisions, and assistance in annoying
the Government, and while one part
have abetted the French encroach-
ments Ly their treachery, the other
have countenanced them by open re-
beilion, and 300 of them were actuaUy
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