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Shas 'le Rasse Bacon M0,48 ?CHIS question, cf sucli great importance to
the Canadian farmier, ean best be answcred
by considering th-, fuature outlook and possi -

bilities fdr profitable bacon production. It is
well known to ail that pork production stands
among the great industries of Canada and the
United States. In the latter, the largest per-
centage of hiogs raised are of the fat type. As
they hiave a good home mîarket for this kind of
pi.rk,, 110 doubt: it is moie profitable for the
Amnerican farier to raise tii- !2t rather than tue
bacon lhog. This is more particitlarly the case
iu the cornt regions. Not so, however, with the
Caiiadian farier; lie muist look for a mnarket
acrose the Atlantic. In Great Britain, which is
the înost important pork market, the denîand at
present is for bacon, therefore, to get the high -
est prices lu titis market, the supply îrnust be
calculateti Io inett titis demaîtd. It niust itot be
forgotten that other countiries are raising pork
and conipeting in this mnarket and they are
sendilig in large quantities of bacon. If we ex-
pcct to hold a position there, we mnusi raise
bacon hiogs. If ive would beat our conîpetitors
we mL'st prodttce a better article thau they, and
it lias becîx proved that Canadian farmers cati
do titis. Ouîr bacon briugs in the Britishi market
froni fifty to'sixty pzr cent. more per pound thau
the Anierican bacon. It is also fast gaitiing lte
asceîîdancy over the hcst Dattish product. The
deînaitd is always good for a first-ciass article,
therefore to producP sucli siiould be our aim.

But, says the farier, I get 11o more for rais-
ing tîte bacon lîog than for the fat one. While
thlis is true lu muty cases, yet it is not s0 it ail.
In nxany parts of the counitry the buyers niake
no discrimination it price betveen the two
types. But why is tItis, if the bacon liog brings
a better price it te foreign market. It is due
partly Io tlte scarcity of gond bacon pigs, and
partly that the buyers itay fill their own î>ocket
books. Tltc- packer, to keep up his industry,
nmust liave soute sort of pigs, and consequently
a large numuber of fat pigs hiave to be bouglit.
This kind of pork brings -' iow price iu te
British xuarket, especially at tinies of an over-

supply, wltich frequeittlyi occui. This ofteu
brings a ioss to te p.-cer, and conseqiuently to
niake îtp, lie pay- the buyers less, even for
really good bacon iogs. Tite buyer, again, to
scure his profit, buys usually by the herd,
mtaking no discrimination between the fat and
the bacon types, but paying the saine price per

pouiie for eac*.. 'hus the fariner who raises
bacont ltogs gets no more per pouund ltat lie who
raises the fat type.

Whiie te futture of our pork trade should ii,
flueitce mare of otîr fariers to enter int the
productiont of bacon, yet witlt most larmei-, it is
larg-ely a cp'estion of profit. At present, then,
would it tiot be best to strive to overconie some
of lte obstacles Iliat are keeping down the profit
wtLclt lte bacon lîog shôuld brhîig the farmer?
To do titis, we mttst raise hogs more suitable
for bacon of tue best quaiity. Titis will enable
the packer to give better prlces. Secondly, wve
.nust do aivay with the middle niait and send
our aîîin'als directly to the packer. This will
save the iniyers profit.

To prou ice the best forut of animtal, wve inust
select for our owîî use the breed that contes
tîcarest the bacon type. To produce the best
quality we nittst feed lthe proper foods. So
uituci, itowever, has been said oit tiiese points
receîtiy ltaI il wouid be iîîexpedient to dwell
tîpoit tiîem hiere.

Lasîly, theu, we htave to coitjider how~ wve
may-get rid of lte buyer. Fariners have co-
operatel it other industries it whicit they are
eitgaged; why ixol do so lu titis? Ir a number
it eadh locaiity would cltb together witlt the
deterutinaliot 1 produce first-class bacon hogs,
they couid accomplisit a great deai. They couid
htave lteir pigs ready for the market abo-ît the
saine time, and then by hiring a car, coi-üd shii
direct to tite packer. Eacît mntî should lhave
itis own lot branded or uîarked iii some way 50

tîtat lte packer couid easily dislinguisli thent
and pay according to lte merits of eachi man's
pi -iduce. Titis, besides doii'g aivay wîîh lte
nmiddle muan, would entcourage better work
among the farmuers. A co-operative systein
wouid taiso eiîî.',le ail to obtain better information
regarding breecling, feedang, etc., titan each
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