u,

PLEASANT HOURS.

Blrds.
Dirds—birds ' Ve are beautiful things.
With_your earth-treading-feet and your '
cloud-cleaving wings:
Whero suall man wander and where shall
he dwell

6 dw
Beautiful birds! that ye como not aa!
A

e

Yo have pests on-the mountain-all-rug-
ged and stark,

Ye have nosts-in the forest all tangled
and-dark;

Yo bulld and ye brood ‘neath tho cot-
tago's eaves,

Andyo sleep on tho sed'mld the bonnle

green-leavos;
Yo hide in the heather, yo lurk In the

rake,
Ye-dive in the aweet flags that shadow-
the iske,
Yo skim whero the strcam parts tho
“orchard-decked land,
Yo danco whero tho foam sweeps the
desolate strand.

Beautiful birds ! Yo come thickly around,

When tho bud's on-tho branch and the
snow’s-on the_ground,

Yo come when tho-richest of -roses-flush-

"tldo. _ The rats are social in thelr habits,

oul .
And yo come when-tho yeliow icaf cddics

_aboul,

Beautitul birds! How tho
sthuulbuy -remembus

The warblere that « horused
his holiday-tune,

The rohin that chieprdin
the _frosty Decembers,

Tho-blackbird that whistled
thre' flnwer erowned
June !

That-srtinalhny rememhers

" Mis_holiday_famble

When ho pulled every blos-

som of palm he could

sce,
When his finger was raised-
" os_he stopped in the
bramble,
Hark ' theres ihe
~ukno, huw-close he
must be !

With,

MUSKRATS.

The beaver I8 well
known_as one-of tho wisest
-builders among animals.
It- 1s not, perhaps, so
generally known that the
muskrat almost equals-him- -
In_constructive-skdi  Here
is & doscriptivn of the
muskrat and the way in
which-he buflds his-houses
with several stories and
spiral staircases !

The muskrat is somo-
what similar in-appearance
to-hls dry-land-cousin, but
is  incomparably larger.
The-brown muskrat, which
Is larger than--the -black
muskrat; when full grown
WwilI" measuro twelve to
-fourteen fnches from tho
tip of the nese-to the root
of thetail, and his rat-like
caudal appendage -some-
-times._ attains -a -length of
-eight-inches. T

-Next to-the- beaver, -the
muskrat is one of the most-
ingenious of-rodents in the
conatruction”0f-its-houses,
and- its ‘mode “of life and
habits are very_Interesting.
They -select the low river
marsh'lands as thelr dwell-
-lng-place, and_there -they bulld- thelr.

omes A_loration_is_preferred” which
-Is flooded. at- high -tide, ‘but which Is-
clear of water al low ebb,_and- overy-
creck and almost overy little Inlet to the
river affords innumerable _positions. that
are:favourable  After determining upon
tho-ecxact position- of their house, the
rats burrow -leads or minifature tunnels
from tho water’s edge at low tide to the:
spot -upon which tho house is to be
erected. They then sot upon-collecting
materlal for thelr dwelling. The tall
canes and coarse marsh grass are cut
down-and-pulled {n place, and the marsh
mud-is used as a_kind-of mortar.
large clreular foundation is lald, and the
ground- floor arranged on a level with_
tho-leads. This completed, an upward
lead 1s mado Mke a spiral stairway to the
scoond floor, which 1s_made-Into a-room
slmllar to the #rst, but_of -less-circum-
-ference. A third and sometimes a fourth
“floor is bullt, with tho_spiral-lead -run=
-ning from the ‘evel of the marsh to the
top-of the houso, ¢ach succeedlng room
being-of-somowhat _less-dlamets.,-up -to
the roof or dome, which acts as'a water--

ed, The height of -ach ficor from

1

Al

| similar charge-of-treason, -for the- rob-

} Were " robbers,” not thieves.

the level of-the marsh is regulated-by-
the yuccessive helghts reached -by the
“tide, :the- top foor- being-always -higher
thay the- highest- water-mark at -food

and at extremely Jow_ebb, when the ac-
commodations are greatest-in the houses,
quite a number may bs found In the

| samo but. At flood-tide fower aro found |-Em

-in any one houso,-as tho accommodation
t# 'imited then oniy to-the-upper stories,
which are free of water,

LESSON NOTES.

SECOND QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THE GOSFRL BY JOJIN,

LESSON X.—JUNE-4,
CHRIST CRUCIFIED.
ohn 19, 17.30. Memory Verses, 28-30;
GOLDEN  TEXT.

The Son of God, who -loved me, and
gave himselt for me.—~Gal. 2..20.

OUTLINE.
1. Tho Cross, v. 17-22,

2. The Soldlers, v. 23,-24,
3. The Fricnds, v. 25-27,
4. The End, v 2830,

-BIRDS,

Time.—Friday, -April. 7,_A:D.-80.

-Place —Golgotha (Calvary), outside the
walls of Jerusalem, -
LESSON HELPS.

17 * Bearing_hls:cfoss "—Compare_the"
account- given by_the other evangelists,
and- especlully Matt. 27. 33. _“ Went
forth into a place "—Outstde of the city,
near-to-it and probably just north of ft.-

“ Of & skull "—So shaped, A small ele-
vaton,. .
18.“Two others with him "~—The§’

Men who
were.apt to unite-violence with theft
Jesus-was _crucified with them under a

bers were prubably insurgents. “ Jesus
-in the -midst *~A" contrast, indeed,.be«
tlweeu Christ and the sufferer on each
-slde.

19. “Wrote a_ title”—Title I3 -the
Roman. pame for-an_inscription of this
‘kind. It” was common:to put-on the
cross the name of the -sufferer and to
state his_crime. “Of Nazareth *—For |
there was the home of his parents, where
his youth- was spent. ' Christ had -no
home of his own. “King of the Jews”
~6Eo Pflate thought and wrote.

20. ** Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin "— |

The first was the national language, the.

third was the officlal 1 and "was
used_{n the law documents of that day.
Taus In-the title we have-the language-
of, (}) Religion, (2) -Intellect, and of (3)

pire.
21, 22. " Write not“—For the Jews
thought that such a title exposed them to
contempt, ' What I have written I have
written "—A common snd-usual expres-

-slon to mean what 18 done cannot bo un-

Pllate was obstinate, but he
yleld in his-own interests.
‘ Took- his garments"—The -loose

done
would
g

outer garment called ‘' toga,” with the | -

girdle -and-fastenings. The-clothes of

“exccuted criminals were handed over to-

tho executioners. ' Hls coat ”—His un-
dergarment was-without-seam. -Gener-
ally it was made of-two pleccs, but that
of the high priest was-seamless. Jesus

is the great High Priest; as described in|

Hobrews,
24: " Cast lots "—There wero

at the foot of the cross. *“That the
Scripture might bo fulfilied "—~The quota-
tlon-is from Psalm 22.-18, The prophecy
of & fact docs not justify-the accomplish-
ment of it by ovil men. We areto do

right.
26. This Incldent Is found in St. Joho's
gospe!l  only. “There stood "—Better

“rendering, “there were standing.”
contrast-between- “the four plundering
soldfers with the_centurion and the four
ministe.ing women with the: disciples.
. 26.“Whom he -loved"—Which ex-
plains-why Jesus committed the two to
on@ ano her.

misuse the word-* lady.” }
_ 28. “I -thirst "—Intense -thirst- accom-
_panled crucifixion.
HOME READINGS.
M. Ohrist crucified~John 19, 17-30.
Tu. Despised and ~ refected. 3
32-38. S
W. The penitent thief.—Luke 23.-33-49.
Th. The burial—Joha 19. 31-42.
“F. -For us.—Isa; £3.
'S, Dying for sinners.—Rom. 5. 1-11.
Su. Worthy the-Lamb~—Rev. 5. 5-14.
QUESTIONS-FOR-HOME STUDY
1. The Cross,_v. 17-22,
‘What burden did Jesus bear ?
Whither was he led ?
What was then done to-Jesus 2.
‘Who suffered at the sawe time ?

What was the written testimony of|-{.

“Pilate ? R .
-In what languages-was it-written ?-
‘What change did the Jews desire ?

‘|| vhe Cross Triimphant.

- or of- ‘% : -
“}- and_“Paul” _Paper, 60c, -
| iy i | M
E 8 €, 1N - ular- -

ity o!'E'!K‘xtus."“gb'i’:g en: 1° ** -

Al

“ Woman "—A-title of re- |~
“spect, forgotten by those who use and|

uke 227|-

2. The Soldiers, v. 23,-24,

Who took-the garments of Jesus ?
What division_d!d they make 7

How was-the coat-made ? L
‘;Vhaz,proposal was _made:concerning

What prophecy was thus fulfilled ?
"Psalm 22. 18,

3. Tho Friends, v. 25-27.

-What friends of-Jesus stood by him ?
_-To whose care did Jesus commend his
_mother ? B o B
How- was"this-charge kept ?

|4 The-End, v. 28-30.

What was-the cry-of Jeeus ? 5

Who foretold this thirst ? Psalm 69 21

How was this cry-answered ?

What were the Iast words of Jesus ?
'd;ggnrls sald of the manner -of his

‘What did he say of himselt ?  John 10.

1a 7qf'Our"L”e,a&er?s i

-} The Mitacte at Markbiam. |-
pr'.hrelvo Churches Became

- |- With _numerous _illuatrs.
_ tions.-Paper 30c., cloth, 50c. |-

—{° -A rew story by Sheldon will |- **

| interest s world of readers. The |-

Y ancosss of his books is withiout | ‘e
s- parsllel: _Fifteen London

publishers_are competing for
the market. Already 4,000,000
copies. Are_repo: as sold,
f ¢ The Miracla ot -Markham” |-
issaid to bo Mr. Sheldon's best.

" -{Yestorday Framed in
ATo-day. R

"] A Story of the Christ and How
T ived Him. By

F¥| Paney " Gir G, R dldent |
FkK
He

oth, iltustrated, .
- Thisisone of the moat ré-
markable books *' Panay* has ]
yet written. Into the to-day
of steam  and  electricity |
-Jthe author brings a_central
figure—Jesus-the Christ. Itf.
s :pvaoixriau' _sequel
to her beautifal Life of Cﬁlt.
‘whichappeared last scason. . .

=4 2

Byﬂore}l‘ h&!{gnﬁségi)zﬁ’

{loyed s salo of nearly a mil-
ion copies within & year,
made Mrs. Kingsloy’s & house.
hold naroo in all America. Tho
now story-is well-worthy of
the excellent series to -which
it forms a complement. . . 7,

|1 Thou, and the Other |
-{One. -

|

W

By Aniclia E. Barr, author of |
- Jan-Vedders Wife,” **A
Bow of “Orange Ribbon,”
etc. Illustrated. Paper, |
60c., cloth; $1.00, _ ° -
Mrs. Barr-well -maintaing
the popularity -won- with her
earliest atories.  This' unew
one’is said to be the bes
_written since “A_Fow

of Oravgoe Ribbon™ appearsd’}’
Mo bbbttt Sonditnd

We pay postage.  Send
WILLIAM-BRIGGS,
Methodist Book and Publishing Hoase, |.

- N Toronto, R
_|' C.W. OOATES, Moxrrzar.

gecond. was-most” widely known, and-the

What was_Pliate's answer 7

S. F. HUESTIS, Haunx;| -




