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Cradle Song.

Sleep, baby, sleep!
Thy father watches the sheep;
Thy mother is shaking the dreamlsand

tree,
And down falls a aweet little dream on
thee;
Sleep, baby, sleep !

Sleep, baby, sleep!
The larger stars are the sheep:
The little stars are the lambs, I guess,
Angd the fair moon is their shepherdess;
Sleep, baby, sleep!
—From the German.

WHAT A TREE CAN DO.

There I8 a tree in Madagascar of which
the natives make their
houges. What of that?
Well, it is not anything
extraordinary, is it ? We
have several kinds of
trees in this country, any
one of which can be used
for making houses, too.

But then it is princl-
pally of the leaves of this
Madagascar tree that the

houses are built, and
that §8 cdd. Indeed, be-
fore we have told all

about this tree jt will be
seen that there are few
trees In the world half
so wonderful as it {s.

When it Is growing it
looks Mke a gigantic
paim-leaf fan. The trunk
is bare ta the top, from
which the enormous
leaves alt spring. These
leaves do not branch out
ifn every direction, - but
stand up side by side, so
that they form a half
circle, and glve the fan-
like appearance.

it is the middle rib of
the great leat which is
used for making walls
anq partitions, The ribs
are twined together very
much 8s willow {8 with
us in  basket-making.
The part of the leat
which is left after taking
the rib out is used for
thatching the roof. Of
weurge, gsuch a house is
not a very grapd one.

The good tree ua~ npt
done all it can yet, how-
ever. ‘The native of
Madagascar likes to have
his house carpeted, and
so he applies to this tree.
He strips off the bark in
one great plece, stretches
it out, beats it with round’
stones, and dries it, and
behold, & thick, soft car-
pet, -as wide as four
breadths of Brussels car-
pet, from twenty to thirty
feet long! Still the good work of the
tree I8 not exhausted. There comes a
long, hot, and very dry season every
syear in that part of the world, and the
wells refuse to give any water. Then
the tree is ready, and the thankful man
goes to {t.  With his spear he makes a |
hole at the base of one of the great |
leaves. and out spouts a stream of,
fresh, pure. and almost lce-cold water. ,
Each leat has about a quart of water |
to yleld up. and no matter how hot or
dry the weather, it never fails.

But even Yet the good tree has a ser- ,
vice to perform. When the dry season .
comes around, the houses naturally be- |
come dry too, and then they take fire |
very easily. Of course, there are no |
fire-engines there, mor any pumps even,
and 80 a fire might casily spread and |
burn down a whole viilage, if there :
were not atways at hand an extinguisher ,
of some sort. There stands the tree, ,
with-its leaves charged with water: and
when & fire occurs the men run and tear
off the leaves, and beat the burning,
house. The water runs out, and tho
fire yields.

There, then, §s a tree which glves to l

man h!s house, his carpet, his fountain :
oY pure water, and his fire extinguisher.
The botanical name of this f-iend s
Uronia speclosa; the common name {8
** Traveller's tree”—and a foolish name
it s, too, for it Is more a tree for the
native than for the traveller.

The Chinese are commencing to get
rid ot thelr dread of the surgeon’s knife.
Many who have had friends treated in
the hospital come to the physician with
great ideas of the foreign doctor’'s skill.
They seem to think that an operation |
will relleve any disorder which the .
human body 18 helr to. They often {

|
i

ask (0 be operated on for bronchitis or
asthma, and go away feeling disappoint-
ed becausc of faflure in giving them the
desired rclief of the knife.

SOENE IN BGYPT.

This picture, with its large number of |
scantily clothed children, reminds us of !
the rhyme about the old woman who
lived in a shoe, *“ who had 80 many chil-
dren that she didn’t know what to do.”
It does not cost much for housekeeping
in Egypt. The climate is so fine that
they do not need much shelter, and
food grows so plentifully-—several crops
in a year—that living §s very cheap.
And it §s we'l that it is so, for the
people are very poor. The children are
crowded into an old earthen oven. Be-
side it stands another ready for use

N ¢ . .
§CENE AT THE RUINS OF LUXOR, EGYPT.

‘'he ruins in the background are the
most ancient in the world. They are
situated on an island in the Nile where !
are also the ancient temples of Karnak '
and Thebee— Hundred-gated Thebes,” !
of which Homer sings. They are the !
most anclevt wnd most famous and !
grandest ruins in the world. !

A German op.lcian has discovered that |
glass can be drllled as easily as wood |
it the drills are kep® {n mercury before |
use.

COHINESE ANCESTBAL TABLETS

Ancestral worship 18 one of the oldest
forms of idolatry known in China. The
ancestral tablets are about three inches
wide and a foot high. They are usu-
ally made of wood and are often carved
with a great deal of care. The Chinese
believe that the souls of thelr dead re-
latives and friends eoter into these tab-
lets of wood and live in them for a
long while. Chinese children are taught

! to bow before the ancestral tablets, and

hold up their hands as if worshipping
them.

On a Chinese boy’s first birthday, a
large sieve is placed on a table under
the ancestral tablets. On the sievo are

+ put some silver ornaments, scissors, pen

and inlk, books, a palir of money-scales, a
boat, some tools, and 80 on. Then the

child, @ressed !n a2 new sait of clothes,
is placed in the sieve among these vari-
ous articles, ané the Chinese belleve
that whatever he grasps first will show
the business he will follow when he be-
comes & man,

The Chinese call these tablets “houses
of the spirita.” They believe that each
person has three spirits. At death one
of these goes {nto the eternal world, an-
other goes to the grave with the body,
and the third enters and Jives in the
tablet prepared for it. The characters
written upon the tablet record the name
and title of the deceased and the bour
of birth and deach. The spirit that
lives in the tablet, they think, is able
to do much for his living relatives. In-
deed, the Chinese worship these spirits
of the dead somewhat as they do idols,
only they treat the spirits with much
more respect than they do their gods,
angd scem to love and fear them more.

IWhen a person dies in China, candles
and incense-sticks are lighted by the
mourners, and placed beside the body.
The Chinese belleve that the spint-world
is dark, and that, without the light of
these candles, the spirit that has just

left the bodv cannot find the way  The
incense {s meant as o token of worship,
for now the spirit has power to reward
or punish thoss Jeft behind.

One reason why the Chinese aro so
attentive to the spirita I8 because they
bellave that tho dead have the same
wants as the lving. If the children
offer food, and burn candies, incense
and paper money, before tho tablets of
thelr parents, then, they aro taught, the
parents will be happy and well cared
for tn the spirit-world, and will bless
their falthful sons and daughters In re-
turn. But it a famlly necglect tho an-
cestral tablets, and make no prayer or
offering to the dead, the unhappy snirits
will be deserted, hated aud made out-
casts in the spirit-world: for since no
one honours or cares for them on carth
they lose all respect and houour in thelr
new home.

All that they will be able to do, In
such an uncomfortable pasition, will be
to bring troudble upon their negligent
kindred. and this, it 13 supposed, they
will certainly do, sending one misfor-
tune after another upun the household.
So you eee, an ancestral tablet is a
very important thing in a Chinese home,
for all its ugliness.

———————

ALGERNON BRETTSB “EYE."
BY BLIZADETI CUMINGS.

Algernon Brett was English, and was
always talking about the power of the
human eye. But I must go back a
1ttle.

One oright mworning we wero all out
on the veranda enjoying the sweetucess
of the Cherokee roses, whon we wero
asjonished to see ould Alcide running--
old Alcide who wag usually as dellberate
as the king of the snails. “ Get a boat
quick, somebody ! he panted. ' Mr.
Brett are sottin' in a nes' o' reeds, wid
de ‘gators ‘round’ him like he war mak-
{p’ ’em u specch. an® he boat a-fleatin’
way ofl.”

No time was lost in questioning Our
two best oarsmen puslied off to A'gernon
Brett's rescue.  He sat. just as Alclde
tiad sald, in a nest of gilver reeds He
had somchow upset his boat.  *1 didn‘t
have much time' be admitted “ The
minute 1 struck the water thouse victous
beggars were after me 1 bad ounly
L.rd-shot. and my powder was wet
Once among the reeds. however 1 held
the :eptiles at bay with my eye™

* Papa, don't you think the ‘zators
would have eaten him spite of his ‘eye’
it you and Mr Tomrkins bad not got
there just as you did »” asked our Nelly
that cvening.

* Possibly,” admitted papa. ' Our
Amerfcan alligator is not so savage a
cr<ature as the Asiatic and Afriean
crocodile, but in numbers they arce not
at all afraid of man.”

* Aren't the 'gators {a the bayou like
the crorndiles of Todla *

*“No, dear. It is said thst o fsw
specimens of a specles of crocodtle have
been found in Loulsiana, and here In
Southern Fioride. but the alllgator pro-
per is another animal Liko the eroco-
dile his nostrils, cyes, and ears have
valves or lids he «an close at will, but
unlike the crocodile his canine teeth fit
into pits in the upper jaw. He always
bas teeth growing, and sheds them once
a year. Like the crocodile his chief
weapon is his tafl, and with it he strikes
or drives his prey, be it fish, snake, or
fowl, or Alcide's little plgs. into reach
o? his jaws. He differs from the croco-
dile In the shape and s'ze of bis head,
and in having less webbing on his feel
Ugly as he is. b's body s wondertully
adapted to itg uscs, and Ut is s2id that
the desiruction of this great roptiic is
belng followed by =an Increare in
venomous serpente, in Fiorida notably
the red-headeq me erasin pnd lig tlack
rattler. Cr.codiles and alligaters were
among the first comers upon the earth.
Job knewx the creature and described
him perfectly. for he says, * His teeth
are terrible round about’ And of kKis
eyes he says, ‘His cyes are Hke th~ eye-
11ds of the morning.’*

His cyes are beaotifal.” alm'tted
Nelly. “1 guess God gave 2 littlo
beauty to every creature.”



